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OUR MISSION

The mission of the Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society is to
inspire interest in genealogy,
inform and educate the public,
and maintain a growing
sustainable library with a strong
online presence.

CONTACT US

Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society

3405 S Pacific Hwy
Medford, Oregon 97501

541-512-2340
reception@rvgslibrary.org
www.rvgslibrary.org

LIBRARY HOURS

RVGS Library is open
Monday - Saturday
10:00 AM — 4:00 PM

Closed January 1st

o
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2026: NEW UPDATES AND

OUR 60™ ANNIVERSARY

First, let me say happy new year. May 2026 be full of
new discoveries in your family tree!

Secondly, it is an honor to be the Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society’s 34th President as we approach
the 60th anniversary of RVGS in 2026.

| am a west coast boy. | grew up in California then went
to school at Eastern Washington State College. After
working in the Spokane area for about 10 years, | returned to California, where | spent
the better part of 30 years working for nonprofit organizations. | moved to Oregon in
2012 to work for Dogs for the Deaf, now Dogs for Better Lives, retiring in 2023. My
children and grandchildren are spread from California to Wisconsin to Maine, and my
wife Anne Plummer was raised in New Hampshire, but has lived in many other places.
My introduction to genealogy began with a story my father told me. He said his
grandfather changed his last name to Marksman when he immigrated from Ireland. As
we know, the Irish were not treated well in the mid 1800’s when they got off the boat.
It wasn’t until | was much older that | learned that story was not true. My father had
passed before | could ask him where he got the tale, but now | was interested in
finding out where the Marksman name originated.

| am still looking for that. | have confirmed that my great grandfather, John Marksman,
did indeed immigrate from Ireland in 1860. His father, Dominick Marksman, lived his
entire life in Ireland. But, after more than 20 years of looking, | still cannot find out
where the last name comes from or any of Dominick's ancestors. The name seems to
be English, but again, no proof.

By the way, | did find documentation of a Native American Chief in the Midwest who
converted to Christianity. Because he was an expert with the bow and arrow, he chose
the surname of Marksman. There are quite a few of his descendants still living in the
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Wisconsin/Michigan area. |, however, am not one of
them.

You will not be surprised to learn that the Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society, and genealogical research, are like
the world at large. Things are constantly evolving,
whether we like it or not. You have already seen the
impact digital access to records is making on research.
The next big thing is Artificial Intelligence. It may help but
be cautious if you use it. Al is still learning.

In 2026, RVGS will implement new software that will not
only manage our membership records, but make
membership payments, donations, and class registrations
easier for our members. This improvement is being
funded by designated donations from a couple of our
members.

And, while construction will not happen this year, we will
be focusing on physically improving the library. If you
have visited in the last couple of years, you have noticed
the parking lot continues to deteriorate. Volunteers are
already researching sources to fund rebuilding and
repaving it.

We are also developing plans to both expand the capacity
of the library while improving some of the interior
aspects. These changes will make accessing the building
easier and, eventually, make the library more energy
efficient.

In the meantime, our amazing volunteers will continue to
plan and deliver classes, seminars, and programs that will
inform, educate, and inspire you to dig under or blast
through your brick walls, and hopefully, help me find
Dominick’s ancestors.

Thank you for being part of this amazing organization.
Frank Marksman

2026 President

Rogue Valley Genealogical Society

New and Returning

[ [ ===
ol | o Members

New and Returning members

New Members: Barbara Wicks, Lisa M Lane, Krista
Menold, Glen Wingate, Doreen Goslin-Walton, Kristin
Clemens, Bonnie White, Rebecca Wise-Bono, Danielle
Fournier, Laura Gould, and McLellan Eileen.

Returning Members: Carol Samuelson, Kimberly Rutter,
Renee Heath, Sharon Hamby, Susan Moulder, and Carol

Rugg.

CLASSES & EVENTS

The following RVGS classes and events are offered in a
variety of ways. We are increasing the number of hybrid
(in person and via Zoom) events. Please note in the
event description the ways you can attend.

e Event details are subject to change. Check our
website for the latest information. If registration is
not available on the website, please check back.

e Unless noted otherwise, most classes and events
require online advanced registration, see the Classes
& Events menu on our website. Registration closes
at noon the day before the event unless capacity is
reached before then.

e New members to Interest Groups will need to
register by clicking here to find the interest group of
your choice.

e Click here to find Zoom help on our website.

e All times listed are Pacific Time Zone.

e Recorded events will be available for 30 days to
those who registered for the class.

Registration Now Open!

The RVGS library will be closed
January 1, 2026, to observe New Year’s Day.

Thursday, January 8, 10:30 AM-Noon, Class: Genealogy
101 — Research Strategies for Immigration Records
Barbara Northrop will give clues for obtaining these
records. Whether you are new to research or looking for
a fresh start, in this class
Barbara will assist you in
getting off on the right foot.
In Person at the library only.
Cost: $10 for members; $20
for non-members.

Thursday, January 8, 6:00 —
7:00 PM, Class: Genealogy
101 - Research Strategies for
Immigration Records

Barbara Northrop will give
clues for obtaining these
records. Whether you are new to research or looking for
a fresh start, in this class Barbara will assist you in getting
off on the right foot.

Zoom only. Cost: $10 for members; $20 for non-
members.

o —

IMMIGRATION
RECORDS
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Monday, January 12, 9:30 AM - Noon, RVGS Board
meeting

All members are welcome. Come to the library side door
and ring the doorbell or join us via Zoom. The Zoom link is
located on our website: rvgslibrary.org > Membership >

Member (-) (_)

Resources.
Cost: Free to all. D ﬂ

Tuesday, January 13, 2:30 - 4:00 PM, Family Tree Maker
Interest Group

This group is facilitated by Barbara MacMillen. Come with
any questions about using
Family Tree Maker
software. They meet on the
second Tuesday of the
month.

Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.

ROGUE VALLEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

e
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Wednesday, January 14, 10:30 AM - Noon, Genetic
Genealogy Interest Group

Barbara Halvorsen facilitates this
interest group for everyone
interested in genetic genealogy.
This month we will explore a new
group member's DNA mystery.
Hybrid —Zoom AND in person at the
library. Cost: Free to all.

Monday, January 19, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Transcription
Mission Work Group Interest Group

~ | Help celebrate America's
| 250th anniversary of
| Independence by joining the
| citizen archivist mission. We
-| are transcribing Revolutionary
" War pension files for the
NARA/NPS citizen archivist mission. Learn how to join this
effort. Tell us who you're transcribing. Let us know your
transcription problems and solutions.
Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at
the library. Cost: Free to all.

Tuesday, January 20, 1:30-3:00
PM, Program and Member
Meeting: The Signature Quilt
Mystery

A quilt was found containing forty-
two blocks with signatures,
“Oregon” and “Oklahoma”, Aunts,
Grandmas, and several “Mrs.”

Why was this quilt made and how did it find its way to
Medford? Can genealogical research solve this mystery?
Anne Billeter will attempt to answer these questions and
share what she has been able to learn about this quilt and
its makers.

Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to
all.

Wednesday, January 21, 1:30 — 3:00 PM, Roundtable:
Let’s Talk Genealogy }
This is a chance to get together with - N Te
others who share your same interest. :
We will start with a focus and see
where it goes from there. Bring your
successes (and not-so-successes),
stumbling blocks, experiences to share
with others, where your genealogical research has taken
you. Need help with a brick wall? Not sure if you have a
brick wall? Join us with a cup of coffee or glass of wine and
"Let's Talk Genealogy."

Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.

Thursday, January 22, 10:30 AM-3:00 PM, Class: Charting
your Ancestors

Family trees and pedigree charts
provide a simple graphic format
: for presenting the who, when,
N and where of our ancestral
research. But there are options,

do you want a simple family tree,
a horizontal pedigree chart, a fan chart, or a descendant’s
chart? How many generations should you put on one
chart? And what the heck is an ahnentafel chart? Jeanne
Hoadley will explore some of the many types of ancestry
charts available along with various software packages for
producing them. She will also discuss the pros and cons of
handwritten charts vs. computer generated ones. Class
from 10:30 AM — Noon, with a hands-on work session from
1:30-3:00 PM.

Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: $10 for
members; $20 for non-members

Tuesday, January 27, 11:00 AM — Noon, German Interest
Group

The emphasis of this group will be on tools and tips for
finding and researching German ancestors and also for
Germans trying to find
relatives who emigrated. In
some months, the first part of
the meeting may include a
speaker. This will be followed
with an unstructured time for “‘

German Interest Group
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questions and mutual support. Jon Wolfe, the facilitator
for this group, is an American who lives in Germany.
Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to
all.

Thursday, January 29, 1:00 - 2:00 PM, Quilts and
Genealogy Program: Four Sisters’ Basket Quilt

Katie Haugse will share how she figured d
out WHO made the Four Sisters’ Basket ENY :
Quilt and WHEN it was made. She used her < :
genealogical research skills to unravel the |- ﬁ :

important details about her family
heirloom.

In person at the library only. Cost: Free to all.

Irish Interest Group
Barbara Halverson is retiring as
facilitator of the Irish interest group. As

‘i ﬂ"’ no one has stepped forward to take her
a place, the group will be suspended until

“, 7 further notice. We would like to suggest

that RVGS members with an interest in
“ Irish Genealogy consider joining the

Genealogical Forum of Oregon’s (GFO) Irish Interest
Group. You do not have to be a member of GFO to
participate. The group meets online the third Wednesday
of the even numbered months except for December from
6-7:30 pm. For more information and to register go to
their website https://gfo.org/learn/special-interest-
groups/irish.html.

Pl

RVGS Coaching Program is ready to

help you!

RVGS is excited to offer \\ I

our RVGS Coaching Program, ° \\ Q///J
connecting members with \\ /
experienced Research " -
Coaches who can help tackle °// \\
challenging genealogy P // / \ UioN
questions. °

During a one-hour session at

the library, you and your coach will review your
research problem, discuss what you’ve tried, and

plan effective next steps using proven research
methods.

To request help, complete a Research Coach Request
Form on our website under RVGSLibrary.org >
Library>RVGS Coaching Program. (https://rvgslibrary.org/
Page.asp?NaviD=332) The form is on the members only
section, so you will need to log in first. We'll match you
with the right coach for your question.

QUILT IN THE NICHE: THE FOUR
SISTERS BASKET QUILT

Thursday, January 29, 1 PM - 2:00 PM

RVGS Quilt Committee member, Katie Haugse, will be
presenting a quilt made by her grandmother and three
great aunts. This basket quilt is primarily made of red and
white cotton, was both hand and machine stitched by the
sisters while all living separate lives between 1903 &
1909. The ladies’ parents both crossed the country, from
different areas, in the 1850’s to arrive first in California.
Their parents then took the growing young family north to
Oregon and Washington, then back to California where
the quilt was made. Katie will explain how this quilt and
other family heirlooms have assisted her in putting
together their life stories using lots of genealogy tools.

LOCAL HAPPENINGS

Windows in Time: Oregon’s O&C Lands Through the Eyes
of A.W. Lafferty

Wednesday, January 7, Noon - 1:00 PM Medford Library:
In Person and Online

Click here for more information and to register to attend
via Zoom: https://jcls.libcal.com/event/15333520
Wednesday, January 14, Noon - 1:00 PM Ashland Library:
Gresham Room

In 1905, Attorney Abraham Walter Lafferty was appointed
special agent for the Department of Interior's General
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Land Office in Portland, and
opened a law practice a year
later. In 1907, Lafferty took on
representation of eighteen
Oregon counties over the
Oregon & California Railroad
land fraud scandal, a cause with
which he continued to be
involved for the rest of his life.
This talk by Tam Moore will cover the O&C Railroad land
fraud scandal, and the series of litigations that followed,
focusing on Lafferty's involvement and his life outside of
the cases as well.

Tam Moore has spent many decades as a journalist and
TV reporter in Southern Oregon and served on the
Jackson County Board of Commissioners in 1975-78. He is
President of the Jackson County Heritage Association and
a longtime volunteer with Southern Oregon Historical
Society.

Windows in Time: Did the Oregon Trail Computer Game
Get It Right?

Wednesday, February 4, Noon - 1:00 PM Medford
Library: In Person and Online

Click here for more information and to register to attend
via Zoom: https://jcls.libcal.com/event/15333521
Wednesday, February 11, Noon - 1:00 PM Ashland
Library: Gresham Room

The Oregon Trail computer game, first released in 1971,
became almost ubiquitous in American schools by the
1980s. In this lecture, we'll go on the Trail to see how the
game stacks up to the reality of the hundreds of
thousands who emigrated west. What it gets right: A lot
of people did die of dysentery. What it doesn't: You
cannot get there faster by mashing the spacebar.

Charlie Zimmermann is a lifelong Oregon Trail aficionado.
At age eight, they dressed as a pioneer for Halloween,
and as a young adult, they earned the "Young OCTANn"
award from the Oregon and California Trails Association.
They graduated from Southern Oregon University in 2024

with a dual degree in history and political science with a
minor in Native American Studies. They enjoy spending
time with their cat Dassy, making rag rugs and other
textile-based crafts, and teaching others about history.

Explore the West Coast’s first National Historic Landmark District with

HISTORIC JACKSONVILLE, INC.!

A501(c)(3) non-prof

Historic Jacksonville

Following the discovery of gold in the winter of 1851-2,
Jacksonville, Oregon, became a melting pot of races,
classes, and cultures as ambitious individuals pursued
the promise of riches. The offer of free land brought
settlers seeking opportunity. The influx of miners and
settlers attracted merchants with goods to sell and
opportunists of all kinds. Historic Jacksonville, Inc. brings
the history of Jacksonville and Southern Oregon to life
through the stories of the people, places, and things that
have contributed to who we are today.

Visit: www.historicjacksonville.org to learn about their
live history walks and museum tours.

REMOTE OPPORTUNITIES

Genealogical Forum of Oregon

The GFO website (https://gfo.org) contains updated
information on Special Interest Groups and a calendar of
events and classes. Most classes are available via Zoom
sessions.

i A ] A
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INTRODUCTION TO
ONE-PLACE STUDIES

January 17,2026, 1:30 pm

Jane Harris

Saturday, January 17, 1:30 PM, (SPECIAL TIME),
GenTalk: Introduction to One-Place Studies

Click here to register and obtain a Zoom link to this live
presentation.
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
ZClpa91LSvumLalcesh-Xw#/registration

An intensive study of a single locale can reveal and
disambiguate relationships of related families and even
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help resolve a genealogical brick wall. Learn what a one-
place study is, the benefits of conducting one, and how
to get started. We will look at examples for a range of
mainly Scottish studies. We'll also find out more about
the Society for One-Place Studies, which provides
support for researchers.

Jane Harris has been a librarian, information manager,
and teacher. She holds a diploma in postgraduate
genealogical studies from the University of Strathclyde,
Glasgow, Scotland. She founded Janealogy, specializing
in Scottish family history research. Now in semi-
retirement, she is actively involved in the Society for One
-Place Studies.

This talk takes place an hour earlier than usual to
accommodate our speaker's time zone.

A handout will be provided at the beginning of the
presentation.

This meeting will be recorded.

San Angelo Genealogy and Historical Society 2025-2026
Speaker Series

Tuesday, January 6, 5:00 PM, "Avoiding Bias: Consider
All the Possibilities" presented
by Barbara Coakley
Unrecognized bias can lead
genealogists astray-resulting in
inaccurate conclusions and
incomplete family stories. We’'ll
explore how cognitive bias
creeps into genealogical research
and the behaviors that can skew
results. You'll learn how to combat bias using proven
tools such as the Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS), a
consistent research process, and comprehensive source
checklists. Real-world case studies will illustrate how to
spot and correct for bias and ensure conclusions are built
on a foundation of sound evidence. Whether you’re a
beginner or a seasoned researcher, this session will
equip you with practical methods to improve the
accuracy and credibility of your genealogical work.

CLICK HERE to register for virtual access. (https://
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
i_ggwCVxSd2BsA BEVFA_ wti/registration)

LAPPY NEW YEAR

SOCIETY NEWS

&

2026 RVGS RESEARCH TRIP TO THE
SALT LAKE CITY FAMILYSEARCH LIBRARY
SUNDAY, APRIL 12 TO SUNDAY APRIL 19

Don’t let the 2026 FamilySearch Library Research Trip
pass you by!

Join your fellow RVGS researchers for a week of exciting
discoveries in Salt Lake City.

Discover More with FamilySearch’s New Al Program
Experience the Library’s revolutionary Al research tool—
a breakthrough that helps locate hard-to-find ancestral
records faster and more extensively than ever. Expert
staff will guide you in using this time-saving innovation to
expand your family history research.

New & Convenient: Crystal Inn Hotel

This year, RVGS has discounted rooms at the Crystal Inn,
a comfortable, full-service hotel just one mile from the
FamilySearch Library.

Enjoy these great amenities:

® Free 24-hour shuttle to the library, airport,
restaurants, and shops.

e Complimentary hot breakfast buffet

Pool and hot tub for relaxing after research.

Rooms are just $129 per night when you call 801-328-
4466 and mention RVGS or contact group coordinator
Jessy Balladares directly at 801-533-6221.

Rooms are limited and guaranteed only until March 12,
2026, or until filled. Free cancellation is available.
Questions or Interested in Joining our Trip?

Email Ann Baracker at annbaracker@rvgslibrary.org to
be added to the RVGS group roster or to learn more.
See you in Salt Lake City!

Scholarship News

The Rogue Valley Genealogical Society is again offering a
$2,000 scholarship to a high school graduating senior
who lives in and attends a high school in Jackson County,
Oregon. Homeschooled students may also apply. The
award is for a student who will attend an accredited
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college or university within the state of Oregon.

This is the eleventh year of our scholarship program. Past
awards have gone to students who attended Rogue
Community College, the University of Oregon, Southern
Oregon University, Oregon State University, Pacific
University, and Oregon Institute of Technology.

The scholarship application and guidelines for students
were posted on our RVGS website beginning in early
November. We also sent copies of the application and
guidelines to the counselors’ offices at the local public
and private high schools. The deadline for students to
return their applications, together with all the required
supporting documentation, is Saturday, March 7, 2026,
before 4:00 PM, to the society’s Rogue Valley
Genealogical Library, 3405 S. Pacific Highway, Medford,
OR 97504. The selected awardee will then be notified in
writing by April 18, 2026. That student will be invited to a
future membership meeting so that our members will
have a chance to meet and congratulate them.

Please help us get the word out. If you have a student, or
know a friend, relative, or neighbor who has a senior this
year, make sure to let them know that this scholarship is
available. No major field of study is required. Past
applicants and awardees were interested in such diverse
fields as optometry, nursing, social science, education,

history, languages, medicine, computer science, business,

counseling, physical therapy, biology, chemistry, and
engineering. Our scholarship committee thanks you for
your interest and your support in this scholarship which
was started to celebrate the 50th year anniversary of our
society. If you have any questions, contact Valerie
Sanders, committee chairman, by calling the library.
Phone: 541- 512-2340.

JANUARY BOTTLEDROP BLUE BAG
RECYCLE PROGRAM UPDATE

For the month of November, 2025, RVGS BottleDrop
Deposits totaled $372.74, our best month in the past 2

| years, and our total
collection figures for the
) year to date through
' a November 30 equals
T\ N | $1783.75, already well
g past last year's total for
| the entire year!

And the best news for this past month is the “Holiday
Give Program” for non-profits which ran from November
15 thru December 2™. For this period, RVGS earned
$392.64 in collections, and with a 20% Bonus added by
the BottleDrop organization, this annual Collection Drive
earned RVGS $471.16 total during this 17 day period
alone!! (YTD figures above include the November portion
of the Holiday Give Program).

A VERY BIG Thank You to all who participated and
donated bags for RVGS during the Holiday Give Program
Event.

And remember; when you have a bag filled just drop the
bag back at the library and we will deliver it to the
Redemption Center. You can also leave the Blue Bags
with the official RVGS Bag Tag at a local Bottle Drop
location, if it is more convenient.

Either way, when you fill a Blue Bag for the Oregon
BottleDrop you are giving the Rogue Valley Genealogical
Society a little financial boost. Donate those 10 cent
recyclable (cans, glass, and plastic) bottles and support
your Rogue Valley Genealogical Society.

It’s so Easy! Thank you for supporting RVGS!

ROGUE VALLEY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

/\f

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE

EVERY GIFT MATTERS

Thank you to all our wonderful donors who made the
2025 Annual Fund Drive a success!

You can still donate to our Annual Fund Drive, click here
to donate now, or send or bring a check to RVGS at 3405
S. Pacific Hwy, Medford OR 97501 and Thank you!
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Annual Fund Drive Donors for 2025

Alison, Sandie
Anonymous

Apple, Kathleen

Asche, Karen
Austermann, Christy
Ayres, Albert and Marilyn
Baier, Lisa

Baracker, Ann and Ron
Barker, Loretta

Billeter, Anne

Brenner, Diane

Brewer, Patricia

Briggs, Glen and Patricia
Brown, Charleen

Bryan, Jennifer

Bryden, Vicki

Burkart, Barbara

Cabler, Wayne

Caldwell, Elizabeth
Callan, Debra

Carlson, Charles and Edith
Carter, Annette

Carter, Thomas and Glennie
Christensen, Judy
Christensen, Susan
Collins, William and Marion
Compton, Leslie

Cotter, Betsey

Couey, Sheila

Craig, Carolyn

D’Allura, Pam
DAR-Crater Lake Chapter
Densmore, Al

Derbas, Rita

Douthit, Norma and David
Edwards, Joan

Fagan, Juanita

Ferguson, Deltra

Ferrara, Kaye

Ferrell, John and Lorraine
Forbes, Sarah

Forncrook, Lane and
Ivarene

Freeburne, Sharon
Friedlander, Diane
George-Strader, Donna
Gleaves, Janet
Goodwine, Julie
Gregory, Wendy

Haas, Cheryl
Hawley-Crum, Sharon
Henry, Char

Herdklotz, Patricia
Holder, Linda

Holt, Elizabeth

Horton, Dave

Hunter, K. Lynne
Jacobson, Nick

Jenkins, Patricia
Johnson, Deanna

Kimball, Sheila
Kious, Steve
Kwart, Mary
Leissler, Lynn
Lowery, Garlan
Lynch, Karyn
Mairs, Nancy
Maize, Jim
Mallchok, Judith
Marek, Callie
McCourt, Merrilyn
McCoy, Nathan
McDonald, Michael
McGann, Mary
McGarvey, Bruce and Judy
Meiers, Lynne
Mergell, Lynn
Merz, Gayle
Miles, Richard
Mullaly, Alice and Larry
Niccolls, Robert,
O’Brien, Tom
Ordal, Kathie
Orlando, Misty
Palmer, Eula
Patterson, Andrea
Phelan, Dorcas
Pruitt, Ida

Rawie, Tonya
Read, Janet
Reising, Darlyne

Riehlmann, Susan
Ritchey, Anita

Ross, Stephan and Barbara
Scott, Karen
Shrewsberry, Barbara
Siedlecki, Mary
Simmons, George
Sloan, Vanya

Spieler, Amy
Sternola, Chloe
Stewart, Janie
Stuelpnagel, Shirley
Teeters, Kay

Tsui, Mary A.

Turner, Patricia
Turner, Robert and Linda
Twiss, Bettijane

Vega, Maureen “MK”
Vian, Pal

Wade, Ruth

Wallace, Deborah
Whipple, Peggy
Widener, May
Wilber, Bonnie
Williams, James
Wolf, carol

Wonser, Dixie
Woodburn, Serita Sue
Wright, Janet
Yamasaki, Jerri

BECOME AN RVGS VOLUNTEER!

RVGS is currently 77 volunteers STRONG, but we need
more help. If you are interested in any of

these positions or want to help in any way, please fill out
the volunteer application. (Also available at
rvgslibrary.org > Support Us > Volunteer application.) We
want you to use your talents and interests for the

society’s success.

VOLUNTEERS e v
NEEDED!

v
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LIBRARIANS NEEDED! OUR LIBRARY
HOURS ARE AT RISK!

Our stalwart librarians are working more than their
regular shifts to keep the library open for our members
and researchers. Please consider volunteering a few
hours each month!

Several RVGS librarian shifts are available:

2" Monday 9:45 AM - 1:00 PM

2" Tuesday 1:00 — 4:15 PM

2" and 4" Wednesday 9:45 AM — 1:00 PM
3" Tuesday 9:45 AM - 1:00 PM

2" and 4" Thursday 1:00 — 4:15 PM

1% and 3™ Friday 1:00 — 4:15 PM

1% and 3" Saturday 1:00 - 4:15 PM

4" saturday 9:45 AM — 1:00 PM

No experience necessary. Training is provided. There are
always two librarians on duty together. This is a great
opportunity to learn more about the hidden treasures at
the RVGS Library and to have a regularly scheduled time
to research your own genealogy. Main responsibilities are
staffing the reception desk and helping people use the
library collection and subscription websites. Contact:
volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org for further information.

RESEARCH COMMITTEE MEMBERS
NEEDED

Our RVGS Research Committee
needs help to answer focused
research requests. Most of the
requests center on Southern
Oregon families that have little
information on the major
genealogy sites. Our library
has a wealth of that kind of
local information available. If
you like to help others solve
their genealogy dilemmas, this
would be a great spot for you.

AN

Contact volunteer@rvgslibrary.org for more information
or complete the Volunteer Application and we will
contact you.

WE'RE LOOKING FOR A SPECIAL
INTEREST GROUP COORDINATOR!

Do you enjoy organizing and

connecting with people? Our
Special Interest Group (SIG) .
Coordinator keeps RVGS interest |
groups running smoothly by :
being the go-to link between the

groups, our society members, "
and the extended community.

What you’ll do:

e Check in with SIG leaders, collect their monthly plans,
and share them with the Education Committee.

e Make sure RVGS interest group details are posted

on Conference Keeper and the RVGS calendar.

e Help the Education Committee with their events and

keep communication flowing.

Develop and share resources, lend support, and help our
Special Interest Groups thrive!

Interested? Have any questions? We’d love to hear from

you. Email volunteer@rvgslibrary.org.

BECOME A RESEARCH COACH AND
HELP FELLOW MEMBERS!

At RVGS, we’re all about

helping each other become
better family historians.
That’s why we’re creating a
One-on-one Research
Coaching Program where we connect our members with
other members who can help them improve their
research techniques and open avenues to solve brick
walls.

Do you research in specific states or countries? Have you
found ancestors from colonial times? Are you
comfortable using RVGS'’ online tools like Ancestry,
HistoryGeo, FindMyPast, or AmericanAncestors? Do you
use software tools like Family Tree Maker, Roots Magic,
Excel? Maybe you're great at finding books in our
collection, translating old documents, or deciphering
tricky handwriting.

Whether you've tackled adoption records, broken

The RVGS eNews

January 2026

Page 9


mailto:volunteer@rvgslibrary.org
https://rvgslibrary.org/FormPage.asp?FormID=21
mailto:Contact:%20volunteer@rvgslibrary.org%20for%20further%20information.

through brick walls, or just love diving into genealogy
puzzles, your skills are valuable—and other members
would love your help!

By joining our Research Coaches List, you can support
fellow researchers and possibly gain fresh ideas for your
own family tree. It’s a win-win! To participate, just email
volunteer@rvgslibrary.org with the areas in which
you’re comfortable helping out. We hope you’ll join us in
building this great resource!
ZOOM HOSTS & CO-HOSTS WANTED
RVGS needs volunteers to help
Zo0m Q run our hy'brid classes by hosting
or co-hosting Zoom meetings.
You'll learn how to set up the
Zoom and Owl equipment, start the meeting, take
attendance, and close things out. It’s easy once you’ve
done it a time or two!

You won’t be on your own—new hosts are paired with
experienced ones. With only 1-3 hybrid meetings a
month, the time commitment is small.

We provide training for new hosts and a refresher for
anyone who wants a confidence boost.

Interested?

Email: volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org

Help us keep hybrid classes going and be
part of RVGS’s success!

ASHLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
GREETERS, RVGS REPRESENTATIVE
at a different member
business at 8:15 AM (and on
they meet at 5:15 PM.) RVGS
would love to have someone attend at least one
at RVGS, make our rack cards available, and answer any
questions. Itis a great opportunity to learn about
nonprofits. It is fun to showcase our upcoming classes,
seminars, interest groups, and free programs. Contact:

This group meets every Friday
’ Qﬁ :
the 4™ Thursday of the month
Greeters meeting each month, to share what’s upcoming
Ashland (and other nearby) businesses, including other
volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org for more information.

o —-_
HAPPY NEYWE Y ™

ill Yoube an ROGS

BECOME A GENIE AND MAKE A
DIFFERENCE!

Our New Member Genie Program is going strong, but we
need more RVGS members to join in.

As a Genie, you'll be paired with a new or returning
member about once every 1-2 months. Your role? Offer
a one-hour, one-on-one library orientation to help them
feel welcomed and confident using our resources.
Training and support are provided. It's a small time
commitment with a big impact.

Ready to help new members feel at home?

Email genie@rvgslibrary.org to get started.

FINANCE DIRECTOR WANTED

RVGS is looking for a member to join our
Board as Finance Director. This important role
helps guide our financial health and
fundraising efforts, including:

e Leading the Finance and Budget

Committees
e Helping create and manage the annual
budget

e Supporting fundraising, grants, and donor relations
e Reviewing investments and planning for the future
e Reporting to the Board and assisting with audits
You don’t need to be a finance expert — just organized,
reliable, and ready to help RVGS grow. We'll provide
support and training along the way!

Interested? Check out the full

description: Finance Director Job

Description M
Email us

at volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org to learn

more or to volunteer.

D@ 2%, 8
LRV Qi Conier
] Y

Discover the RVGS Quilt Committee!

Did you know RVGS has a stunning collection of quilts
made by some of the Jackson County pioneers, the
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Jacksonville Museum Quilters, and more? The RVGS
Quilt Committee maintains our extensive quilt collection
and shares their history and genealogical value—and we
even help document quilts brought in by the public for
the national Quilt Index.(https://quiltindex.org)

Whether you’re a quilter or just love quilts, you're
welcome to join the Quilt Committee! Just email
volunteer@rvgslibrary.org. No sewing skills required—

just curiosity and enthusiasm.
The of
EPVICIAITL ol
COMMITTEE

MEMBERS NEEDED &m' ‘/‘Zﬁ

Our RVGS Education Committee wants our members’
input. Become part of the group that organizes and
supports our genealogy classes, programs, special
interest groups, seminars, and activities.

Help us recruit and schedule instructors for classes
throughout the year.

The Education Committee members have a say in what
the society members learn about. Make your voice heard
by being part of our group. Contact
volunteer@rvgslibrary.org for more details and to join
our Education Committee.

EDUCATION

RVGS LIBRARY NEWS

MEMBER SHARING
The New York State Death Index

Search millions of historical death records from New York State. Find your
ancestors and discover their stories through official death certificates and records.

RECLAM oo~/ 3

won through a successful New York State
Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) suit

Department

v from >
Anew project from of Health

New York State Death Index Announced by Kim
Thurman

Nonprofit record access organization Reclaim The
Records announced the launch of its new free website,
NewYorkDeathIindex.com, in December. Reclaim The
Records prevailed in a four-year court battle for access to
the state’s death index. The website allows users to
search recorded deaths from 1880-2017. Users should
note that these are state records and do not include New
York City deaths. The website extends beyond Ancestry’s
1956 cutoff for this index, so researchers verifying recent
deaths should prioritize using this site. They have also
incorporated natural language into the search function.
Hats off to Reclaim The Records for making more
genealogically significant information available to
researchers!

Inventories of Damages by the British and Americans in
New Jersey, 1776-1782: A little-known resource for
Revolutionary war research by Jeanne Hoadley

Many battles of the ' i

Revolutionary War were b ik sy o 7 e
fought in New Jersey due 7 3
to its strategic position oot S e i

between the colonial
cities of New York and
Philadelphia, possession

of which was highly
prized by both sides. Many homes and farms in New
Jersey were destroyed, and goods were often confiscated
to help feed the armies on both sides. A little-known
database may shed light on your ancestor’s life and losses
if they lived in New Jersey during this time. After the war,
the New Jersey legislature ordered an inventory of losses
to British and American troops by New Jersey citizens.
This does not mean they were compensated, but the
inventories have survived and are available from the New
lersey state archives at https://wwwdnet-dos.nj.gov/
DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/index.aspx. | did a quick search
and found a listing for my ancestor Daniel Wade in Essex
County, New Jersey, that covered two pages and
amounted to over 600 pounds of loss (dollars did not
become the official currency of the new
country until 1792), including his house
and barn, and several outbuildings as
well as the contents.

New!

29 Books Added in December

The end of the year brought a wide variety of new books
to the RVGS Library. Seven are from the bibliography
shared by Paul Milner, our excellent Seminar presenter.
“Researching Your English Ancestors” was the Seminar
title and five of these books are “how-to” (942 A101) and
are available for check out by RVGS members. A favorite
title may be: Divorced, Bigamist, Bereaved: the Family
Historian’s Guide to Marital Breakdown, Separation,
Widowhood, and Remarriage from 1600 to the 1970s.”
Perhaps the most important lesson of the Seminar may be
that English customs and laws really do vary from those of
the United States...so our assumptions MAY BE WRONG!
These books by British experts will help dispel myths and
misconceptions. The West is the focus of twelve of the
books, with Montana, Nevada, California, Oregon, Idaho,
and Washington each receiving at least one new book.
Perhaps the most exciting addition was recommended by
Kim Thurman and should be a gold mine, Raking the
Ashes: Genealogical Strategies for Pre-1906 San Francisco

The RVGS eNews

January 2026

Page 11


https://quiltindex.org/
mailto:volunteer@rvgslibrary.org.
mailto:volunteer@rvgslibrary.org
https://www.newyorkdeathindex.com/search/
https://wwwdnet-dos.nj.gov/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/index.aspx
https://wwwdnet-dos.nj.gov/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/index.aspx

Research. (Circ 979.461 A101 Pet). Click here for the
complete list

New Periodicals on the Shelf

NGS Magazine, National Genealogical
] Society
Circ 929.05 NGSM v. 51(4) Oct/Dec
12025
& Overlooked opportunities in public
) libraries; the US Army Transport
8l Service, 1898-1917 (and their records,
including passenger lists); the
Pennsylvania Abolition Society; Children’s Aid Society case
files (Philadelphia); the WikiTree workspace; Enhancing
genealogical writing with visual data (add a photo, chart
or map!); DNA testing company clustering tools; Tricks
with copy-paste and clipboard; Crafting policies and
procedures for societies; International labor recruitment
in the late 1800s.

S NGS Magazine

. Surplus Book Sale!
You're invited to explore our surplus
books in the RVGS Library! Note, prices
below do not include shipping costs.

NEHG Register, American Ancestors

Circ 974 G242 NEHGS v.179(4) Fall 2025
English origin of Roger Chandler of
Plymouth and Duxbury, MA; Family bible
of John Wood of Middletown, RI; William
Lyngwood of Braintree, Essex and his
relationships with several founders of
Hartford, Haddam, and Windsor, CT; a
continuation of Brewer Dodge of MS, NH, VT and Lower
Canada; and Index to v.179.

Southern Oregon Historical Society Quarterly
Circ 979.527 P273 SOHSQ Winter 2025
Ben Holladay comes to Oregon, [a rail line

through Southern Oregon that was never
built]; Ashland’s early Chinatown and the
Wong family; What happened to the Black
CCC enrollees in Southern Oregon?; and
“A Cautionary Tale — a personal

perspective on history by Joe Peterson

where he puts a talk by Booker T
Washington in Ashland in 1913 against KKK parades in the
20s and racism at OSF in more recent times.

Surplus Sale Books for January 2026
Price does not include shipping costs.
For more inventory, we also sell on AbeBooks (www.abebooks.com).
Prices are based on 50% of the lowest price found online. If you find a lower price and
would like to make an offer, send a request to booksales@rvgslibrary.org

e Historical Atlas of Kansas by Homer E. Socolofsky and Huber Self, 1972. $5.00
e llustrated Historical Atlas of the State of lowa 1875 by A.T. Andreas, c.?, $20.00
e Register of Marriages and Baptisms performed by Rev. John Cuthbertson, 1751-1791 by S. Helen Fields, 2001.

$8.00

e Surry County, North Carolina Wills, 1771-1827 by Jo White Linn, 2007. $13.00
e  Missouri Land Claims Index by Patricia Chadwell and Introduction by Anton Pregaldin, 1976. $10.00
e Migration, Emigration, Immigration: Principally to the United States and in the United States by Olga K. Miller,

1974. $5.00

e Tennessee Mortality Schedules (for 1850, 1860, and 1880) Transcribed & Indexed by Byron and Barbara Sistler,

1984. $12.00

e Military Service Records: A Select Catalog of National Archives Microfilm Publications by National Archives &

Records Administration, 1985. $2.00

e Our Native Americans and Their Records of Genealogical Value: Volume Il by E. Kay Kirkham, 1984. $8.00
e Genealogies of Hadley Families compiled by Lucius M. Boltwood, 1979. $10.00
e A History of Pendleton County, West Virginia (Classic Reprint) by Oren Frederic Morton, c. 1910 rep. 2017.

$18.00

e Pepin's Bastard: The Story of Charles Martel (Autographed Copy) by Diana M. Johnson, 1999. $7.00
e In Search of Your German Roots: A Complete Guide to Tracing Your Ancestors in the Germanic Areas of Europe by

Angus Baxter, 1987. $3.00

e legendes du Coeur du Quebec. Fifth Edition, in French by Jean-Claude Dupont, 1989. $4.00

e Marriages of Johnston County, North Carolina, 1762-1868 compiled by Brent H. Holcomb, 1985. $9.00

e A Genealogical Handbook of German Research Revised Edition by Larry O Jensen, 1978. $9.00

e Washington County, Oregon Marriage Records Book 4 1896-1902 by Ginger L. Christmas-Beattie, 2001. $20.00
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Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society
Board of Directors

President: Frank Marksman
Vice Pres.: Meghan Thompson
Secretary: Cathy Ullrich
Treasurer: Valerie Sanders
Trustee: Patt Herdklotz

Past President: Kim Thurman

Membership Director:
Loretta Barker

Education Director:

Jeanne Hoadley

Volunteer Director:

Ann Baracker

Technology and Data
Management Director:

Rich Miles

Library Director: Anne Billeter

RVGS Membership

Membership is available to all

interested persons.

Membership privileges include:

e Free use of library

e Volunteer opportunities

e Reduced fees for
genealogy classes and
seminars

e  Check out of materials

e Free access to subscription
websites

e Society publications

e Interest groups

e Free mentoring

e  Access to members-only
web content

Visit our website at
rvgslibrary.org to join today.

The RVGS eNews
Editor: Pamela Olsen
Submissions due 20th of Month to
enews@rvgslibrary.org

The Rogue Valley Genealogical
Society is a 501 (c)(3)
charitable organization,
tax identification number:
93-0684590.

Join a Special Interest Group Today

The Rogue Valley Genealogical Society sponsors a variety
of virtual and hybrid interest groups each month.
Members and patrons with a common interest gather to
share information and strategies, and to help each other
with troubleshooting. Interest groups are free to attend.
For more information and to register for any of the
following groups and receive the meeting Zoom link, click here.

Colonial America Interest Group
Led by Jeanne Hoadley, it meets 1:30- 3:00 PM on the second Thursday of every even
numbered month to discuss genealogy research in the original 13 colonies.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Led by Barbara MacMillen, it meets from 2:30 - 4:00 PM on the second Tuesday of every
month to discuss the Family Tree Maker software program.

Genetic Genealogy Interest Group
Led by Barbara Halvorsen, it meets on the second Wednesday of the month from 10:30
AM - Noon. This group is for everyone interested in genetic genealogy.

German Interest Group (GIG)
Led by Jon Wolfe, based in Germany. This group meets the fourth Tuesday of the month,
11 :00 AM—Noon.

Great Lakes Interest Group—Joint RVGS & GFO Group

Led by Kim Thurman, it meets from 1:30 - 3:00 PM every even humbered month on the
second Wednesday. The group meets to share, discuss, and learn about the Great Lakes
states.

Let’s Talk Genealogy

Led by Rich Cunningham on the third Wednesday of every month, from 1:30- 3:00 PM via
zoom, this is a roundtable discussion. Each month starts with a focus topic and sees where
the conversation goes from there. This is a place to share successes (and not-so-
successes), stumbling blocks, brick walls, and genealogical experiences.

Transcription Mission Work Group

This group meets the third Monday of the month, 1:30- 3 PM at the RVGS Library and
by Zoom. We are transcribing Revolutionary War pension records for the NARA/NPS
citizen archivist mission.

Genealogical Forum of Oregon (GFO) Special Interest Groups
Are we missing a Special Interest Group that you'd love to join? You may wish to check the

available FREE offerings from GFO here. e German Group

African American
Al in Genealogy

British 3 <

DNA Advanced . DISCOVER

weT GFOJE
HERITAGE

French Canada
Genealogical Problem
Solvers

Irish Group

Italian Group
Learn & Chat
Pacific Northwest
The Q Review
RootsMagic
Virginia Group
The Writers’ Room
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