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OUR MISSION

The mission of the Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society is to
inspire interest in genealogy,
inform and educate the public,
and maintain a growing
sustainable library with a strong
online presence.

CONTACT US

Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society

3405 S Pacific Hwy
Medford, Oregon 97501

541-512-2340
reception@rvgslibrary.org
www.rvgslibrary.org

LIBRARY HOURS

RVGS Library is open
Monday - Saturday
10:00 AM — 4:00 PM

-
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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE ROGUE VALLEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

RVGS: A 100% VOLUNTEER
ORGANIZATION

You may not know, or remember, that the Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society is a 100 percent volunteer
organization. There are no paid staff, and yet, we
manage to keep the library open six days a week, except
for holidays and a Christmas break.

We are able to do that because of you! You volunteer,
you pay dues, you make donations. All of that allows us
to own the library building, and the land it's on, to house the largest collection of
genealogical books and publications between Sacramento and Portland. And there is
no mortgage, it was paid off years ago. We offer access to nine subscription websites
to help you find your ancestors, seven of which you can use from your personal
computer from almost anywhere, including home. We offer classes and discussion
groups that help you find a missing piece or break down a brick wall.

You probably already know this, but | thought | would remind you, just in case. Just in
case you’'ve become focused on only a few of our services. Just in case it’s been a
while since you’ve actually visited the library. Just in case it has been a while since you
took a class or seminar.

The money you pay for membership, classes, or simply donate, makes this all possible.
But money alone does not get the job done. Volunteers are the key. In the years since
the pandemic, about 80 people have managed to keep the library open, schedule
classes, teach some of those classes or arrange for outside experts to share with us.
They make certain we spend your money wisely.

As with any volunteer organization, we are always on the lookout for new volunteers.
Not because those 80 people haven’t done a magnificent job, but because some of
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them would like a break or more help.

I’'m not asking for 40 hours a
week or even a month. Could
you volunteer as a librarian for a
three-hour shift once or twice a
month? (In between helping
visitors, you can also work on
your own genealogy.) Have you
developed proficiency in certain

research techniques, DNA, or building a family tree?
Could you share a little time to help with a research
project for someone else or to digitize some of the many
records we have in the library?

If you are interested, or just have questions, reach out to
me or our Volunteer Director, Ann Baracker (email:
volunteer@rvgslibrary.org), to learn more. See our
website at rvgslibrary.org>Support us>volunteers for a
list of needed volunteers and volunteer application. The
library phone number is (541) 512-2340.

Frank Marksman (email: president@rvgslibrary.org)
2026 President
Rogue Valley Genealogical Society

New and Returning Members

New Members: Jennifer
Greenman, Erinn Sears, Sylvia
Bieniek, Sheila Gleim, Marcella
Robertson, Treva Clark Fry,
Kathleen Northpop, and Krista
Menold.

Returning Members: Deborah and Leonard Flaherty,
Elizabeth Diane Ross, Richard Halsey, Kim Webb, and
Judy D Goldman.

CLASSES & EVENTS

The following RVGS classes and events are offered in a
variety of ways. We are increasing the number of hybrid
(in person and via Zoom) events. Please note in the
event description the ways you can attend.

e Event details are subject to change. Check our
website for the latest information. If registration is
not available on the website, please check back.

e Unless noted otherwise, most classes and events
require online advanced registration, see the Classes

& Events menu on our website. Registration closes
at noon the day before the event unless capacity is
reached before then.

e New members to Interest Groups will need to
register by clicking here to find the interest group of
your choice.

e Click here to find Zoom help on our website.

e All times listed are Pacific
Time Zone.

e Recorded events will be
available for 30 days to those
who registered for the class.

Registration Now Open!

Monday, February 9, 9:30 AM - Noon, RVGS Board
meeting

All members are welcome. Come to the library side door
and ring the doorbell or join us via zoom. The zoom link
is located on our website: rvgslibrary.org > Membership

> Member Resources.

Hybrid — Zoom and
in person at the D ﬂ@

library. Cost: Free
to all.

Tuesday, February 10, 2:30 - 4:00 PM, Family Tree
Maker Interest Group

This group is facilitated by Barbara MacMillen. Come
with any questions about using “Family Tree Maker”
software. They meet the
second Tuesday of the
month.

Zoom only. Cost: Free to

ROGUE VALLEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
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Wednesday, February 11, 10:30 AM - Noon, Genetic

Genealogy Interest Group

Sue Acuff facilitates this interest
group for everyone interested in
genetic genealogy. Hybrid —Zoom
AND in person at the library. Cost:
Free to all.

Wednesday, February 11, 1:30-
3:00 PM, Great Lakes Interest Group

Kim Thurman is the facilitator
of this group which meets to
discuss genealogy research in
= | the Great Lakes region.
~ Great Lakes |nggiestqroup Primary focus will be the states
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of Wisconsin, Michigan, lllinois, Indiana, and Ohio, but
researchers to the north and east along the lakes are
welcome as well.

Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.

Thursday, February 12, 10:30 AM-Noon, Class,
Genealogy 101 — Wills and Probate

Let’s look at this valuable record
group in researching your
ancestor. Wills are only one part
of the probate process. What can
the records tell you, and where
should you look for records? :
Whether you are new to research or looking for a fresh
start, in this class Barbara will assist you in getting off on
the right foot.

In Person at the library only. Cost: $10 for members; $20
for non-members.

Thursday, February 12, 1:30-3:00 PM, Colonial America
Interest Group

This group meets to discuss

A genealogy research in the

' original 13 colonies. In

/ \ February the focus will be on

| : Vermont. Join facilitator
Jeanne Hoadley and bring your stories and research
experiences.

Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to
all.

Colonial America Interest Group

Thursday, February 12, 6:00 — 7:00 PM, Class, Genealogy
101 - Wills and Probate

Let’s look at this valuable record group
in researching your ancestor. Wills are
only one part of the probate process.
What can the records tell you, and
where should you look for records?
Whether you are new to research or
looking for a fresh start, in this class
Barbara will assist you in getting off on
the right foot.

Zoom only. Cost: $10 for members; $20 for non-
members

Monday, February 16, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Transcription
Mission Work Group Interest Group

Help celebrate America's
250th anniversary of
Independence (yes, we're
starting early) in 2026 by :
joining the citizen archivist ! ein

mission. We are transcribing Revolutionary War pension
files for the NARA/NPS citizen archivist mission. Learn how
to join this effort. Tell us who you're transcribing. Let us
know your transcription problems and solutions.

Hybrid —Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to
all.

Tuesday, February 17, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Program and
Member Meeting, The Search for My Italian Family

After discovering seven unmarked T B AR
family graves, Diane Claypool SEVEN UNMARKED
embarked on a journey to find GRAVES
their identities and their stories.
With flashbacks from her early
childhood, she was compelled to
search back through time to
another country, another culture,
and another language, where E
nothing is possible and everything |
is possible. Diane Claypool will
tell the story of this Italian
journey, filled with locked doors,
reluctant archivists, train strikes and other barriers to
discovery, which provided newfound friends who guided
the way.

Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to
all.

The Search for
My Italian Family

Wednesday, February 18, 1:30 — 3:00 PM, Roundtable:
Let’s Talk Genealogy
This is a chance to get together with others
who share your same interest. We will
start with a focus and see where it goes
from there. Have a brick wall? Share it so
we can brainstorm.
Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.

Tuesday, February 24, 11:00 AM - Noon, German Interest
Group

The emphasis of this group is
on tools and tips for finding
and researching German
ancestors and also for
Germans trying to find
relatives who emigrated. In
some months, the first part of the meeting may include a
speaker. This will be followed with an unstructured time
for questions and mutual support. Jon Wolfe, the
facilitator for this group, is an American who lives in
Germany.

Hybrid —Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to
all.

German Interest Group

ROGUE VALLEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

) >

The RVGS eNews

February 2026

Page 3



Wednesday, February 25, 10:30 AM - Noon, Class:
Building Trees in Ancestry

There are many resources available
for building your family tree. The
family tree tools in Ancestry.com
are fully integrated with their
records search tools making it easy
to add documentation to your tree.
In this class, Rich Miles will teach
how to start a tree in Ancestry,
enter information and additional people, edit
relationships, use the hint system to add records, and
much more. Note: In order to build a tree in Ancestry you
must at least have a free account. To use the hint system
and view/add records, you must have a paid account.
This class will be recorded and available for viewing for
30 days for those who registered for the class.

Hybrid - Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: $10 for
members; $20 for non-members.

BUILDING TREES
IN ANCESTRY

o

Irish Interest Group
¥ no one has stepped forward to take her
place, the group will be suspended until
- Irish Genealogy consider joining the
Genealogical Forum of Oregon’s (GFO) Irish Interest
of the even numbered months except for December from
6-7:30 pm. For more information and to register go to

Barbara Halverson is retiring as
i! » facilitator of the Irish interest group. As
@ Q further notice. We would like to suggest
that RVGS members with an interest in
Group. You do not have to be a member of GFO to
participate. The group meets online the third Wednesday
their website https://gfo.org/learn/special-interest-
groups/irish.html.

RVGS Coaching Program is ready to

help you!

RVGS is excited to offer

our RVGS Coaching Program, \\ | /o
connecting members with E
experienced Research
Coaches who can help tackle

.\\E [ ﬁﬁ
i =3
- So,
questions. oz N I\

challenging genealogy

During a one-hour session at
the library, you and your coach
will review your research problem, discuss what
you've tried, and plan effective next steps using
proven research methods.

To request help, complete a Research Coach Request

Form on our website under RVGSLibrary.org >
Library>RVGS Coaching Program. The form is on the
members only section, so you will need to log in first.
We'll match you with the right coach for your question.

Jointhe 60th Anniversary

~ PHOTO CONTEST Committe

- FUN,SHORT-TERil\IIVPR‘OJECT! \
VOLUNTEER@RVGSLIBRARY.ORG —

Help Wanted: One Fun Project. Big
Anniversary Impact!

RVGS is celebrating 60 years—and the 250th Anniversary
of American Independence—with a special photo
contest, and we’re looking for a few volunteers to help
make it happen!

This is a short-term, creative project, perfect if you enjoy
collaboration, photos, and being part of a milestone
celebration. The small Photo Contest Committee will:

e Coordinate contest details and deadlines

e Help publicize the contest

e Judge entries

Worap things up with a library display and e-News winner
spotlight

That’s it—one project, start to finish, with a fun result
everyone gets to enjoy.

Interested? Email volunteer@rvgslibrary.org and help us
get this celebration rolling!

QUILT IN THE NICHE: POORE
SIGNATURE QUILT

Helen Poore made this quilt from blocks found at a Quilt
Show at Horton Plaza nearly 20 years ago. It contains
thirty signed Snowball/Pincushion/Baseball blocks. The
blocks are dated between 1932 and 1940. The quilt is 57
inches wide by 66 inches long.

Signature, Memory or Album Quilts

Quilt historian Barbara Brackman wrote, “Many of the
blocks in the early album quilts made between 1840 and
1860 featured elaborate ink signatures and small
drawings and verses. By the time of the Civil War, album
quilt inscriptions had become shorter and usually included
only the block maker’s name, and perhaps his or her
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hometown or date.”

Most 19th century signatures were written with indelible
ink but by the 20th century they were most often
embroidered. Occasionally one person chosen for her
beautiful handwriting would inscribe all the signatures.
Not all signature quilts were friendship quilts. Some were
made to raise funds for various causes from missionary
work to supporting troops during a war. The finished
quilt may have been auctioned off or people may have
paid a fee, often ten cents, to have their name placed on
a block in the quilt.

These friendship quilts served as a precious memory not
only to women who stayed in one place all their life but
also for those who moved on to hardships in western
lands.

Many a lonely woman living on an isolated homestead
cherished her friendship quilt. It reminded her of the time
when she lived among family and friends. In addition,
illness and war took dear ones away forever. Their names
on a quilt became a precious remembrance.

LOCAL HAPPENINGS

Windows in Time: Did the Oregon Trail Computer Game
Get It Right?

Wednesday, February 4, Noon - 1:00 PM Medford
Library: In Person and Online

Click here for more information and to register to attend
via Zoom: https://jcls.libcal.com/event/15333521

Wednesday, February 11, Noon - 1:00 PM Ashland
Library: Gresham Room

.....

PEERER R R e e it
The Oregon Trail computer game, first released in 1971,
became almost ubiquitous in American schools by the
1980s. In this lecture, we'll go on the Trail to see how the
game stacks up to the reality of the hundreds of
thousands who emigrated west. What it gets right: A lot
of people did die of dysentery. What it doesn't: You
cannot get there faster by mashing the spacebar.

Charlie Zimmermann is a lifelong Oregon Trail
aficionado. At age eight, they dressed as a pioneer for
Halloween, and as a young adult, they earned the
"Young OCTAN" award from the Oregon and California
Trails Association. They graduated from Southern
Oregon University in 2024 with a dual degree in history
and political science with a minor in Native American
Studies. They enjoy spending time with their cat Dassy,
making rag rugs and other textile-based crafts, and
teaching others about history.

Windows in Time: Siskiyou County’s Stone Carving
Russell Family

Wednesday, March 11, Noon - 1:00 PM Ashland Library:
Gresham Room

Oregon’s Russell family is well-known for their
headstone monument carving business. Less well-known
is the side of their family that lived in Siskiyou County,
who were also locally prominent stone carvers.

This presentation will delve into the Russell family
connections and stories, early days in Siskiyou County,
the stone carving business, and the stone arch created
for San Francisco’s 1915 Panama-Pacific International
Expedition, a celebration of the completion of the
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Panama Canal and San Francisco's recovery from the
1906 earthquake and fires. The 110-year-old arch was
recently restored in downtown Yreka.

Mike Grifantini is a retired wildlife biologist who worked
with many rare and endangered species during his
career. His ancestors include Germans who participated
in the Gold Rush and Italians who departed their land
during the leadup to the First World War. He enjoys
history, especially local history, and that interest turned
into a hobby. For the past 20 years he has given tours of
the greater Redding and Siskiyou County areas. He
enjoys dressing up in his 1880s costumes to get tour-
goers into an historical mood!

REMOTE OPPORTUNITIES

TR R I L P g TR
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GENEALOGICAL FORUM OF OREGON

OPEN HOUSE
5-21, 2026

Genealogical Forum of Oregon

March 15-21, GFO Open House 2025

e Join us for 20 free classes!

e The research room will be open every day.

e Library tours are on Sunday, Monday, Thursday, and
Saturday afternoons.

Beginning research help -- five sessions available every
day (with no fee) for individual help from our research
assistants in the library. Sign up at the reception desk or
request a session at info@gfo.org.

Most presentations are online via Zoom. All are free
during Open House. Pre-registration is required -- follow
the "register now" link.

All Open House events are free - a great chance to see
what GFO is all about! https://gfo.org/learn/open-
house-2026-pre.html

The GFO website (https://gfo.org) contains updated
information on Special Interest Groups and a calendar of
events and classes. Most classes are available via Zoom
sessions.

0 R EG 0 N éEEvllesE: :\glllJIS‘IEOlIJ.I(‘]'CAI{{lIJJST EDUCATION

Using TheirStory to Capture Community Voices: A Case
Study from Oregon Jewish Museum & Center for
Holocaust Education

Hosted by Oregon Museums Association

Tuesday, February 3, 11:00 — 12:00, Zoom.

Join Zack Ellis, CEO of TheirStory, and Alisha Babbstein,
Director of Collections & Exhibitions at the Oregon Jewish
Museum & Center for Holocaust Education (OJMCHE), as
they discuss how OJMCHE has leveraged technology and
volunteer engagement to reinvigorate and grow their
oral history program. They'll dive into OJMCHE's use of
TheirStory to engage over 30 volunteer interviewers,
process existing oral histories, and incorporate these
stories into OJMCHE programming and exhibitions.
Register here: https://www.oregonmuseums.org/event-
6510261

Oregon History Day Volunteers
needed!

Oregon History Day
(www.ohs.org/education/oregon-
history-day/index.cfm), the
statewide affiliate of the National
History Day® program organized by the Oregon Historical
Society, is a student-directed, project-based,
interdisciplinary learning program. Creating projects
inspired by an annual theme, young historians in grades 6
—12 choose topics to explore, conduct historical research,
practice critical thinking skills, and analyze primary and
secondary sources while considering diverse viewpoints.

mEQREGON
HISTORICAL

This year, students have created projects in five
categories — documentary, exhibit, paper, performance,
and website — focused on the theme Revolution,
Reaction, Reform in History, which ties into the 250th
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.
Volunteers are key to making the Oregon History Day
competition a success! Sign up to be a judge at the state
contest on Saturday, April 11, 2026, at Willamette
University in Salem, Oregon.

The Oregon History Day team will provide training on
judging expectations and using rubrics to evaluate
student projects. Judging involves offering constructive
feedback, evaluating projects critically, and selecting
finalists for the national contest. Judges work in teams
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with a mix of experienced and new judges. You don't
need a history background to be a judge! We're seeking
people from diverse fields who can encourage students,
provide positive feedback, and celebrate their work.

To participate, judges must be comfortable with
technology, complete training, and be onsite for the
event. Learn more and sign up to volunteer here
(https://airtable.com/appsyRI2LvSyz)cP9/
pagi77nLIbjrNWREX/form).

San Angelo Genealogy and Historical Society 2025-2026
Speaker Series
Tuesday, February 3, 5:00 PM (PST), Connecting Faces
Through Time, Tina LaFreniere

v zz@ During her presentation Tina shows us
how to identify unknown people in
old photographs by utilizing the
| features of Related Faces. This class
" discusses the basics of how facial
; recognition works, the importance of
‘? properly digitizing your photos and
how to do it with just a cell phone. It

.24 covers techniques for making positive

identifications with real-world examples. This class is
packed with a lot of great information! Please note: by
registering for this event, you agree to be added to the
SAGHS emailing list. This list will not be shared or sold; it
is used only to distribute the SAGHS monthly newsletter
and news of area genealogical events.
To register for this zoom presentation click here.(https://
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/844phYBYRW-
eDMpRsvOWdQ#/registration)
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ROOTSTECH 202¢

Meet our
keynote
speakers!

Marlee Mathn

1N PERSON

&

Jessica Soho

VIRTUAL

José Hernindez  Gardiner Brothers
VIRTUAL TUA

March 5-7, Rootstech 2026

RootsTech by FamilySearch has unveiled the keynote
speakers for RootsTech 2026, the world’s largest family
history conference and celebration held March 5-7.
Highlights include NFL Hall of Famer Steve Young and the
internationally acclaimed Irish dancers and viral content
creators the Gardiner Brothers. The lineup also features

an astronaut, an Academy Award-winning actress, a
Filipina broadcast journalist, a Brazilian football legend,
and a National Geographic explorer.

As of January 8, online and in-person attendees can
create a free on-demand watch list of keynotes and
classes at RootsTech.org.

In-person Keynote Speakers

Steve Rockwood, President and CEO of FamilySearch
Marlee Matlin, Academy Award-winning actress and
author

Tara Roberts, National Geographic explorer in residence,
author, and historian

Steve Young, NFL Hall of Famer and Super Bowl MVP
Virtual Keynote Speakers

Available on demand beginning February 13, 2026:
Gardiner Brothers, Award-winning Irish dancers

Jessica Soho, Award-winning Filipina broadcast journalist
José Hernandez, Mexican-American engineer and NASA
astronaut

Zico, Brazilian football legend

RootsTech 2026 Schedule

The full class schedule for RootsTech 2026 is available on
line making it easy for both online and in-person
attendees to explore hundreds of sessions and mainstage
events. In-person participants can use the RootsTech
mobile app, while online attendees can create a free, on-
demand watch list at RootsTech.org.

RootsTech offers something for everyone, from
introductory sessions for those new to family history to
advanced workshops for experienced genealogists, as
well as inspiring keynote addresses by renowned artists,
athletes, and speakers. It also brings together leading
genealogy companies and service providers. Register
today at RootsTech.org to take the next step in your
family history discovery journey. Online Attendee
Registration is FREE.

SOCIETY NEW

2026 RVGS RESEARCH TRIP TO THE
SALT LAKE CITY FAMILYSEARCH LIBRARY
SUNDAY, APRIL 12 TO SUNDAY APRIL 19
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Our room reservation deadline is
getting close. Don’t let the 2026
FamilySearch Library Research trip pass
you by!

Join your fellow RVGS researchers for a
week of exciting discoveries in Salt
Lake City.

Discover More with FamilySearch’s

{74 New Al Program

o Learn how to use the library’s
revolutionary Al research tool—a breakthrough that
helps locate hard-to-find ancestral records faster and
more extensively than ever. Expert staff will guide you in
using this time-saving innovation to expand your family
history research.

New Comfortable & Convenient Hotel: The Crystal Inn
This past November, our usual hotel, the Plaza, shut
down to make way for more LDS Temple and
FamilySearch Library parking. Their staff recommended
the Crystal Inn, just down the street. RVGS still has a few
discounted rooms at the Crystal Inn, a comfortable, full-
service hotel, only a mile from the FamilySearch Library.

While there you should make use of their exceptional
amenities:

- Free 24-hour shuttle to the library, restaurants, shops,
and even the airport

- Complimentary complete hot breakfast buffet

- Pool and hot tub for relaxing after research

Rooms are just $129 per night when you call 801-328-
4466 and mention RVGS, or contact group coordinator
Jessy Balladares directly at 801-533-6221. Rooms are
limited and guaranteed only until March 12, 2026, or
until filled. Free cancellation available.

Questions or Interested in Joining our Trip?

Email Ann Baracker at annbaracker@rvgslibrary.org to
be added to the RVGS group roster or to learn more.
See you in Salt Lake City!

= explore.
discover.
remember.

Scholarship News

The Rogue Valley Genealogical Society is again offering a
$2,000 scholarship to a high school graduating senior
who lives in and attends a high school in Jackson County,
Oregon. Homeschooled students may also apply. The
award is for a student who will attend an accredited
college or university within the state of Oregon.

This is the eleventh year of our scholarship program. Past
awards have gone to students who attended Rogue
Community College, the University of Oregon, Southern
Oregon University, Oregon State University, Pacific
University, and Oregon Institute of Technology.

The scholarship application and guidelines for students
were posted on our RVGS website beginning in early
November. We also sent copies of the application and
guidelines to the counselors’ offices at the local public
and private high schools. The deadline for students to
return their applications, together with all the required
supporting documentation, is Saturday, March 7, 2026,
before 4:00 PM, to the society’s Rogue Valley
Genealogical Library, 3405 S. Pacific Highway, Medford,
OR 97504. The selected awardee will then be notified in
writing by April 18, 2026. That student will be invited to a
future membership meeting so that our members will
have a chance to meet and congratulate them.

Please help us get the word out. If you have a student, or
know a friend, relative, or neighbor who has a senior this
year, make sure to let them know that this scholarship is
available. No major field of study is required. Past
applicants and awardees were interested in such diverse
fields as optometry, nursing, social science, education,
history, languages, medicine, computer science, business,
counseling, physical therapy, biology, chemistry, and
engineering. Our scholarship committee thanks you for
your interest and your support in this scholarship which
was started to celebrate the 50th year anniversary of our
society. If you have any questions, contact Valerie
Sanders, committee chairman, by calling the library.
Phone: 541- 512-2340.
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FEBRUARY BOTTLEDROP BLUE BAG

RECYCLE PROGRAM UPDATE

For the month of December, 2025, RVGS BottleDrop
Collections totaled $233.03, and included a Bonus from
the “Holiday Give Program” of $95.68. For the year 2025,
our total collection figure amounted to $2016.58; this
was an increase of $502 over 2024, well past last year’s
total for the entire year!

A VERY BIG Thank You to all who participated and
donated bags for RVGS during the past year. Our
collection bags are located inside the front double doors
just to the right of the entryway.

And remember; when you have a bag filled just drop the
bag back at the library and we will deliver it to the
Redemption Center. You can also leave the Blue Bags with
the official RVGS Bag Tag at a local BottleDrop location, if
it is more convenient.

Either way, when you fill a Blue Bag for the Oregon
BottleDrop you are giving the Rogue Valley Genealogical
Society a little financial boost. Donate those 10-cent
recyclable (cans, glass, and plastic) bottles and support
your Rogue Valley Genealogical Society.

It’s so Easy! Thank you for supporting RVGS!

Become a Violuntesr and make an Impact Today!

BECOME AN RVGS VOLUNTEER —
YOUR SKILLS CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE!

RVGS is proud to be 68 volunteers strong, but our
growing programs and member needs mean we’re ready
to welcome new volunteers who want to make a

meaningful impact on the genealogy community.
Whether you only have a few hours a month or are
available for a regular schedule, there’s a role that fits
your interests and talents:

Current Volunteer Opportunities

e Librarians

Special Interest Group (SIG) Coordinator

Research Coaches

Zoom Host Scheduling Coordinator

Zoom Hosts & Co-Hosts

Genies

Education Committee Members

Ashland Chamber of Commerce Greeters / RVGS
Representative

e Finance Director

® Rogue Digger article writers

o e-News article writers

¢ Quilt Committee members

e Scholarship Committee members

e Transcription Mission Members

If one of these roles sparks your interest—or you’d
simply like to learn more—Read more details on our
website Volunteers Needed rvgslibrary.org > Support Us
> Volunteers Needed. If you are ready to jump right in,
complete our volunteer application: Volunteer
Application rvgslibrary.org > Support Us > Volunteer
Application. We want to match your skills, curiosity, and
passion with opportunities that help RVGS thrive.

Fo ©

RESEARCH COACHES NEEDED!

RVGS is all about helping our members become better
family historians. Our Research Coaching Program is up
and getting lots of coaching requests. We need more
coaches though!

Right now, we have limited assistance available because
of our small Coaching volunteer numbers. | have heard
members say they don’t have the expertise to help. That
isn’t true. Your skills are valuable—and our members
would love your help! Each of our members brings
unique talents and approaches to genealogy research.
We also have many resources, if you can’t answer a
specific question. There is always another member who
can help you develop a research plan for your person
requesting help.
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Please join our Research Coaching Program. You will be
supporting fellow member-researchers and might even
gain fresh ideas for your own family tree. It’s a win-win!
To participate, just email volunteer@rvgslibrary.org with
the areas you’re comfortable helping with.

Members submit their research coach help request form
online and are matched with an appropriate coach who
agrees to spend up to one hour with that member. If you
have a regular library schedule, feel free to use that time
to meet in the library.

We need you and hope you’ll join us in building this
great resource!

WE'RE LOOKING FOR A SPECIAL
INTEREST GROUP COORDINATOR!

Do you enjoy organizing and connecting with people?
Our Special Interest Group (SIG) Coordinator keeps RVGS
interest groups running smoothly by being the go-to link
between the groups, our society members, and the
extended community.

What you’ll do:

e Check in with SIG leaders,

collect their monthly plans, and

share them with the Education

Committee.

e Help the Education Committee

with their events and keep communication flowing.
Develop and share resources, lend support, and help our
Special Interest Groups thrive!

-

Interested? Have any questions? We’d love to hear from
you. Email volunteer@rvgslibrary.org.

VOLUNTEERS e v
NEEDED!

ZOOM HOSTS & CO-HOSTS WANTED

RVGS needs volunteers to help run our hybrid classes by
hosting or co-hosting Zoom meetings. You’ll learn how to
set up the Zoom and Owl equipment, start the meeting,
take attendance, and close things out. It’s easy once
you’ve done it a time or two!

You won’t be on your own—new hosts are paired with
experienced ones. With only 1-3 hybrid meetings a
month, the time commitment is small. Class fee is waived
for zoom hosts.

We provide training for new hosts and a refresher for
anyone who wants a confidence boost.

Interested?

Email: volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org

Help us keep hybrid classes going and be part of RVGS’s
success!

RVGS LIBRARY NEWS

MEMBER SHARING

DAR Library Renovation

Submitted by Pamela Olsen

For those traveling for genealogical research, the DAR
Library will be undergoing a major renovation starting in
July. All books in its collection will be moved off site for
one year. Staff will have no access to any of the books
while they are in storage. Only the Seimes Technology
Center will be available until the renovation is complete.
If you have questions about your ongoing research
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projects and what your options are to get things done
before July, please contact the Library staff

at AskThelLibrary@dar.org. More information and FAQs
on the restoration work can be found

here: www.dar.org/LibraryOnTheMove.

DAR DNA Committee

Since 2014 the National
Society of the Daughters of
the American Revolution has
allowed DNA evidence to be
used in its application
process. To support this
endeavor, more than 3500
members have submitted
their DNA test results to the DAR DNA Project. This
project was started with three goals:

1. Maintain a Y-DNA database to assist with the
verification of lineages on applications when traditional
documentation does not exist.

2. Help preserve the genetic history of DAR members
for future generations.

3. Study the correlation of mitochondrial and
autosomal DNA test results with the lineages on verified
applications as a possible aid in ancestor identification.

Studies from this data base have advanced significantly
how family lines can be proven for lineage verification
using DNA evidence. This is especially significant in
linking generations during the mid-1800s when records
are often hard to find. One such success story is retold in
the DAR Today February 2024 podcast:

DAR Today Podcast - February 2024 - WEEK TWO!
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=ya-gcPFHT00)

Jhe &fue :DI gqer

L

Rogue Digger

Do you have a great family

genealogy story to share?

Did your research lead you down a fascinating rabbit
hole?

The Rogue Digger is seeking fresh, engaging articles for
our next issue. Email your article ideas or submissions to
Meghan Thompson at roguedigger@rvgslibrary.org.

Thanks, Meghan

16 items added in January, but...

There are 16 items on the New
Books list, but the actual total is 817
books and 1 map. How can that be?
Four sets of CD-ROMs total 8 discs
containing 806 digitized books
(Massachusetts 974.4, Michigan
977.4, and Missouri 977.8). In
addition, 4 physical books about Kansas (978.1), and two
Kansas counties (Osage 974.164 and Crawford (978.198)
were added. One map, but what a map: Bear Creek Valley
in 1859: Pioneer Donation Land Claims, earliest roads,
cultivated fields and water courses and cabin sites. Chuck
Eccleston pieced this map together from Donation Land
Claim microfiche, providing Jackson County researchers
with a treasure (MAP Drawer 5 979.527 M168 Ecc). Click
here for the complete list (https://rvgslibrary.org/Files/
NewBooks_Jan2026.pdf), which has items for about 10
states.

New!

New Periodicals on the Shelf
Genealogist, American Society of Genealogists

Circ 929.05 Gen v.39(2) Fall 2025
Samuel Riggs, missing son of
Bethuel Riggs; Tristram Stafford of
Derbyshire, England (to Guiana to
find a gold mine); Descendants of
the Audridge/Autridge family in
Cornwall; Three Cary brothers,
three Ohio counties; earlier
migrations of poverty — verifying
the parentage of Asa Chamberlain;
and Index to the volume.

THE GENEALOGIST

SCIETY;

Volume 39, No. 2 Fall 2025

Family Tree Magazine
Circ929.1 FTM v. 27(1) January/February 2026

Al for genealogy; Search strategies for online databases;
Preparing your records for digitizing; Public land states
(and how to read land descriptions);
Find your immigrant ancestor’s
hometown through three research
success stories; Voter records; and
17 Genealogy habits for the new
year starting [with # 1) Research
regularly.] Research guides — Kansas
and Mississippi. Cheat Sheet — Tips
for studying Black ancestors and
history.

INSIDE START THE NEW YEAR WITH Al FOR GENEALOGY

familylree

Al
Genéglogy

A User’s Guide
&

GENEALOGY
HABITS for
the NEW YEAR

Find Records
Faster: 12 Hacks
forWeb Searches

ommomo /(;\\

10111011
om

HT]

Immigrant

Success Stories.
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New York Researcher, New York Genealogical and
Biographical Society

Circ 974.7 P273 NYR v.36(4)

@ Winter 2025

Tips for on-site research in New
York; Finding family history off the
beaten path. Featured Society --
Orange County Genealogical

il Society. Featured New York

il County — Essex.

New York
Researcher¥;

Tips for On-Site f
Research in New York ¥

Finding Fam

ily History
Off the en Path

Oregon Historical Quarterly, Oregon Historical Society
Circ 979.5 P273 OHQ v.126(4) Winter 2025
A gay rural awakening — a history of

Oregon " .

Historical Quarterly small-town queer politics; The Friends
B of Freedom — antislavery radicals,

b mass organizing, and the origins of
1 the Oregon Republican Party;
Researching alongside fire —the HJ
Andrews Experimental Forest (on the
24 upper McKenzie River); and Index to
g V. 126.

You're invited to explore our surplus
books in the RVGS Library! Note, prices
below do not include shipping costs.

Surplus Sale Books for February 2026
Price does not include shipping costs.
For more inventory, we also sell on AbeBooks (www.abebooks.com).
Prices are based on 50% of the lowest price found online. If you find a lower price and
would like to make an offer, send a request to booksales@rvgslibrary.org

e Collections of the Kansas State Historical Society 1911-1912 Vol. XII edited by Martin, George W., 1912, $10.00

$10.00
$10.00
e Dredging for Gold by Bert Webber, 1994. $2.00
tion Cards by John J. Newman, 2001. $20.00
$6.00
e The Princes of Wales by Pitkin Pictorials, 1975. $3.00

1974. $4.00 (two copies in spiral bound notebooks)

Collections of the Kansas State Historical Society, 1926-1928 Vol. XVII edited by William Elsey Connelly, c. 1928.
Collections of The Kansas State Historical Society 1915-1918 Vol. XIV edited by Connelley, William E., c. 1918.

Index Of Personal Names in J H French's Gazetteer of the State of New York 1860 by Frank Place, 1962. $5.00

Uncle, We are Ready!: Registering America's Men, 1917-1918: A Guide to Researching World War | Draft Registra-
American and English Genealogies in the Library of Congress compiled by the Library of Congress, c. 1919 rep. 1967.
Silent City on the Hill: Jacksonville Oregon's Historic Cemetery by William M. Miller, 2014. $4.00

Migration, Emigration, Immigration: Principally to the United States and in the United States by Olga K. Miller,
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Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society
Board of Directors

President: Frank Marksman
Vice Pres.: Meghan Thompson
Secretary: Cathy Ullrich
Treasurer: Valerie Sanders
Trustee: Patt Herdklotz

Past President: Kim Thurman

Membership Director:
Loretta Barker

Education Director:

Jeanne Hoadley

Volunteer Director:

Ann Baracker

Technology and Data
Management Director:

Rich Miles

Library Director: Anne Billeter

RVGS Membership

Membership is available to all

interested persons.

Membership privileges include:

e Free use of library

e Volunteer opportunities

e Reduced fees for
genealogy classes and
seminars

e  Check out of materials

e Free access to subscription
websites

e Society publications

e Interest groups

e Free mentoring

e  Access to members-only
web content

Visit our website at
rvgslibrary.org to join today.

The RVGS eNews
Editor: Pamela Olsen
Submissions due 20th of Month to
enews@rvgslibrary.org

The Rogue Valley Genealogical
Society is a 501 (c)(3)
charitable organization,
tax identification number:
93-0684590.

Join a Special Interest Group Today

The Rogue Valley Genealogical Society sponsors a variety
of virtual and hybrid interest groups each month.
Members and patrons with a common interest gather to
share information and strategies, and to help each other
with troubleshooting. Interest groups are free to attend.
For more information and to register for any of the
following groups and receive the meeting Zoom link, click here.

Colonial America Interest Group
Led by Jeanne Hoadley, it meets 1:30- 3:00 PM on the second Thursday of every even
numbered month to discuss genealogy research in the original 13 colonies.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Led by Barbara MacMillen, it meets from 2:30 - 4:00 PM on the second Tuesday of every
month to discuss the Family Tree Maker software program.

Genetic Genealogy Interest Group
Led by Barbara Halvorsen, it meets on the second Wednesday of the month from 10:30
AM - Noon. This group is for everyone interested in genetic genealogy.

German Interest Group (GIG)
Led by Jon Wolfe, based in Germany. This group meets the fourth Tuesday of the month,
11 :00 AM—Noon.

Great Lakes Interest Group—Joint RVGS & GFO Group

Led by Kim Thurman, it meets from 1:30 - 3:00 PM every even humbered month on the
second Wednesday. The group meets to share, discuss, and learn about the Great Lakes
states.

Let’s Talk Genealogy

Led by Rich Cunningham on the third Wednesday of every month, from 1:30- 3:00 PM via
zoom, this is a roundtable discussion. Each month starts with a focus topic and sees where
the conversation goes from there. This is a place to share successes (and not-so-
successes), stumbling blocks, brick walls, and genealogical experiences.

Transcription Mission Work Group

This group meets the third Monday of the month, 1:30- 3 PM at the RVGS Library and
by Zoom. We are transcribing Revolutionary War pension records for the NARA/NPS
citizen archivist mission.

Genealogical Forum of Oregon (GFO) Special Interest Groups
Are we missing a Special Interest Group that you'd love to join? You may wish to check the

available FREE offerings from GFO here. e German Group

African American
Al in Genealogy

British 3 <

DNA Advanced . DISCOVER

weT GFOJE
HERITAGE

French Canada
Genealogical Problem
Solvers

Irish Group

Italian Group
Learn & Chat
Pacific Northwest
The Q Review
RootsMagic
Virginia Group
The Writers’ Room
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