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OUR MISSION

The mission of the Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society is to
inspire interest in genealogy,
inform and educate the public,
and maintain a growing
sustainable library with a strong
online presence.

CONTACT US

Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society

3405 S Pacific Hwy
Medford, Oregon 97501

541-512-2340
reception@rvgslibrary.org
www.rvgslibrary.org

LIBRARY HOURS

RVGS Library is open
Monday - Saturday
10:00 AM — 4:00 PM
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60 Years Ago

|

Our society’s humble roots are with a group of genealogical
researchers meeting in Gold Hill, Oregon, in 1964 and
referring to themselves as the “Progenitors Forum of
Southern Oregon.” In the spring of 1966, the group
reorganized, elected officers, and purchased their first book.
Thus, the Rogue Valley Genealogical Society (RVGS) was
born. This year we are celebrating 60 years of growth,
accomplishment, and success.

We have come a long way and plan to continue to grow our
membership, library, services, and accomplishments for
many more years. Here are some of the ways we plan to celebrate throughout 2026:

V),\

e Displays at the Medford Public Library

e Publish a book about the RVGS quilt collection

e Historical tidbits in the RVGS eNews

¢ Anniversary Photo Contest - details on page 4

e And, A Day of Celebration on Tuesday, September 15, with an Open House,
Special Program at the 1:30 PM Membership Meeting, announcement of
the Photo Contest winners, AND an Ice Cream Social.

How can you participate? Mark Tuesday, September 15 on your calendar now!

Search out the best family photos to submit to the Photo Contest.

Work on your genealogical research goals, attend RVGS classes and programs, explore
the RVGS Library collection, join some of the special interest groups, introduce friends
and family to RVGS, volunteer, and celebrate!

Anne Billeter

RVGS Library Director
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.2 . New Members

Y ;..1 New Members: Linda Wood, Kathy
. and Dennis Moline, Lisa Worley,

' % Jacque Walawander, Marie Denise
Boe, Gary H Wheeler, and Tamara
Ness.

NN MEMBERg,

CLASSES & EVENTS

The following RVGS classes and events are offered in a
variety of ways. We are increasing the number of hybrid
(in person and via Zoom) events. Please note in the
event description the ways you can attend.

e Event details are subject to change. Check our
website for the latest information. If registration is
not available on the website, please check back.

e Unless noted otherwise, most classes and events
require online advanced registration, see the Classes
& Events menu on our website. Registration closes
at noon the day before the event unless capacity is
reached before then.

¢ New members to Interest Groups will need to
register by clicking here to find the interest group of
your choice.

e Click here to find Zoom help on our website.

e All times listed are Pacific Time Zone.

e Recorded events will be available for 30 days to those
who registered for the class.

Registration Now Open!

Wednesday, April 8, 10:30 AM - Noon, Genetic
Genealogy Interest Group

Sue Acuff facilitates this interest group for everyone
interested in genetic genealogy. Each month will have a

| different topic. This month the topic
will be “OrDiNAry Jane: Balancing
Science and Sensitivity in Genetic
Genealogy,” presented by GGSIG

i member, Wendi Babst.

#® Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at the
library. Cost: Free to all.

Wednesday, April 8, 1:30 — 3:00 PM - Great Lakes
Interest Group

This group meets to discuss genealogy research in the
Great Lakes region. Primary focus will be the states of
Wisconsin, Michigan, lllinois, Indiana, and Ohio, but

— ~ | researchers to the north and

o'y Ry
. | eastalong the lakes are

welcome as well. Join

| facilitator Kim Thurman and

sty | DFING your stories and research

experiences.
Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.

Thursday, April 9, 10:30 AM — Noon, Class: Genealogy
101 - Manuscripts, Genealogies, and Periodicals with
Barbara Northrop

Manuscripts, genealogies, and periodicals can be a
valuable record group that is often overlooked. While
some are available online, many others are not. What
information can be gleaned may answer your brick wall.
In person at the library only. Cost: $10 for members; $20
for non-members.

Thursday, April 9, 1:30 — 3:00 PM, Colonial America

Interest Group

4 - This interest group meets to

13_NEEEER discuss genealogy research in
U Uy b "'/ o\ the original 13 colonies. The

_U_U i‘ﬁ | - topic for this month is a series

Cult\mal Amenca Interest Group

of books recently added to the library. A Genealogist’s

Guide to the American Colonies written by William
Dollarhide was published in 2025 by Family Roots
publishing company. The series consists of three volumes
which cover New England Colonies, Middle Colonies, and
Southern Colonies. Each volume contains a host of
references with links to online
resources. The books are also
available to purchase as pdf e-
books which allow the user to
click directly on a hyperlink to
access the source. Jeanne
Hoadley will walk you through
the books and share some of the
treasures she has come across by
exploring the references
contained therein.

Join facilitator Jeanne Hoadley and bring your stories and
research experiences.

Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to
all.

e

A Geneajognsl;sﬁum

to thé ¢
American Colonies

. Partl
Middle Colonies
New Netherland, New Sweden;

New York, New Jersey, Pannsytvanh
& Delaware Colonies =

William Dollarhide
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Thursday, April 9, 6:00 — 7:30 PM, Class: Genealogy 101
— Manuscripts, Genealogies, and Periodicals with

Barbara Northrop
Manuscripts, genealogies, and
periodicals can be a valuable record

Genealogy 101

@ @

group that is often overlooked. Q@
While some are available online, -
many others are not. What

information can be gleaned may ——

answer your brick wall. Zoom only. -
Cost: $10 for members; $20 for non-
members

Monday, April 13, 9:30 AM - Noon, RVGS Board meeting
All members are welcome. Come to the library side door
and ring the doorbell or join us via zoom. The zoom link is
located on our website: rvgslibrary.org > Membership >
Member Resources”.

Cost: Free to all.

Tuesday, April 14, 2:30 - 4:00 PM, Family Tree Maker
Interest Group

This group is facilitated by Barbara MacMillen. Come with
any questions about using
“Family Tree Maker” software.
They meet the second Tuesday
of the month.

Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.

ROGUE VALLEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

N

Family Tree

Maker
- Lfevest Groupr

Wednesday, April 15, 1:30 — 3:00 PM, Roundtable: Let’s
Talk Genealogy

This is a chance to get together with

others who share your same interest. We [ [ BEL

will start with a focus and see where it LI
goes from there. Have a brick wall? Share -

it so we can brainstorm.

Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.

Monday, April 20, 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM - Class and Help
Session: Using NARA Records

If your ancestor had any interactions with the U.S.
government, there is a good chance a record was kept
which may have ended up in the National Archives. Kim
Thurman will walk us through the types of records to be

found under the jurisdiction of the National Archives and

Records Administration (NARA), how to find them online,
and how to order a copy for your files. This class will NOT
be recorded.

Class: 10:30 AM — Noon; Help Session: 1:00 PM — 3:00 PM
Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at the library.

Cost: $10 members, $20 non-members

Monday, April 20, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Transcrlptlon Mission
Work Group Interest Group =
Help celebrate America's 250th
anniversary of Independence in
2026 by joining the citizen
archivist mission. We are SR
transcribing Revolutionary War pension files for the NARA/
NPS citizen archivist mission. Learn how to join this effort.
Tell us who you're transcribing. Let us know your
transcription problems and solutions.

Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to
all.

Tuesday, April 21, 1:30 — 3:00 PM, Program and Member
Meeting: The Colleen Eccleston Project

Colleen Eccleston, a long time member of the RVGS, in
addition to providing assistance to
others, had a large and very well
organized personal genealogical
record. It was her and her family’s
wish that the collection come to
RVGS. Then President Anne Billeter
and Mary Tsui determined this
could be an educational
demonstration project to show how
genealogical records could be
preserved, made searchable and widely available. A
volunteer team was put together and a work program
established to achieve that goal. This presentation will
show the results of the project, demonstrate its
accessibility on the RVGS website and suggest how the
process can be adapted to other collections.

Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to
all.

Vital Records were [and are] a high priority for RVGS.
Jackson County Death Records were chronologically listed
in successive issues of the RVGS quarterly. The Spring 1966
issue continued the listing of 1921 deaths from the
Progenitors Forum Bulletin.
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Tuesday, April 28, 11:00 AM - Noon, German Interest
Group

The emphasis on this group will
be on tools and tips for finding
and researching German
ancestors and for Germans trying
to find relatives who emigrated. The first part of the
meeting includes a specific topic presentation. This will
be followed with an unstructured time for questions and
mutual support. Jon Wolfe, the facilitator for this group,
is an American who lives in Germany.

Hybrid — Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to
all.

German Interest Group

ROGUE VALLEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

NOTE: From April 10 through May 15,
Fridays from 11:30 - 1:30, the RVGS
Library may be extra busy. RVGS
instructors will be teaching an OLLI
course with a class in the morning and
a lab component using the computers

|| each afternoon (and a library tour on
April 10).

RVGS 60" Celebrated at the Medford
Library

To celebrate 60 years, RVGS has permission to use the
glass display cases at the Medford library to highlight
some of our activities. The first display, for the month of
March, presents some of the stories of Revolutionary
War Pensioners that have been transcribed by the
Transcription Mission work group. Transcription Mission
meets the 3™ Monday of each month from 1:30 —3:00
PM in the RVGS Library or by Zoom. Come join us!

60 Years Ago

The first issue of The Rogue Valley Genealogical Society
Quarterly was published in Spring, 1966, as Vol. 1, No. 1.
President Ruby Lacy, also editor of the Quarterly, began

BETWEEN US DIGGERS

ROGUE VALLEY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER

with a full-page report of committee activities. The first
article continued a list of Pleasant Valley Cemetery
Records, started in the May issue of Progenitors Forum.
The Pleasant Valley Cemetery is about 8 miles north of
Grants Pass in Josephine County. In 1966, listing cemetery
records was a primary method used by genealogical
societies to share useful information. Sometimes those
old transcriptions of gravestones are the only source for
the information, as many gravestones deteriorate, are
vandalized, or are lost in neglected and overgrown
cemeteries.

Share your favorite family photos! Prizes awarded in every category!

Anniversary Wedding

Military Group

Children Funniest Ancestor

Transportation or Travel Oldest Photo of an Ancestor
Occupation QOutrageous Hair, Hat, or Headpiece
Most Handsome Most Beautiful

Interesting Headstone Open Class

Deadline for entries: 4 PM Saturday, August 15, 2026
Winners will be announced September 15 at the public program.

Bring in or mail a printed copy of your photo(s), no electronic submissions, with the entry
fee to Photo Contest, RVGS, 3405 S. Pacific Hwy, Medford, OR 97501.
RVGS Library Open 10 AM - 4 PM Monday - Saturday
Label the back of the photo with your name, address, and phone number; and any
information about the photo you would like to share. All entries become the property of
RVGS and will not be returned. Please, no photos of living people.
Submission Fee: $5.00 for first photo; $9.00 for two; $12.00 for three; $14.00 for four;
$15.00 for five; maximum of five submissions per person.
Winning photos may be displayed at RVGS, published in the Rogue Digger, or posted to
our website.

RVGS Coaching Program is ready to
help you!

RVGS is excited to offer our RVGS \\\ I /°//-
Coaching Program, connecting - s

~%
members with ~% O Y —
experienced Research & <
= S
Coaches who can help tackle N

challenging genealogy questions. /‘,/ '
During a one-hour session at the
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library, you and your coach will review your research
problem, discuss what you’ve tried, and plan

effective next steps using proven research methods.

To request help, complete a Research Coach Request
Form on our website under RVGSLibrary.org >
Library>RVGS Coaching Program. The form is on the
members only section, so you will need to log in first.
We'll match you with the right coach for your question.

MICHIGAN ARROWHEAD
85%” x 105"
Completed 1975

This is the newest addition to the Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society's collection. It was selected not only
for its beauty, but also for the heritage and genealogy
that is available with it. Dena Spencer Powell was well
known in Ashland. As with many quilters, Altadena
(Dena) Spencer Powell began making quilts when her
children were small. Her family doesn’t know how many
quilts she made over her lifetime. Birthdays for family
and friends, anniversaries, promotions, graduations,
friendship, or “just because” were reasons enough for
her to make a quilt. In 1974 Dena grew tired of sharing
the beauty of her quilts at home to friends and other
interested people, so she decided to have a show for one
week at Southern Oregon State College’s historic
building, the Swedenburg House. There was so much

interest in her quilts that the show was extended to four
weeks. It was staffed by the American Field Service and
people who wanted to preserve the Swedenburg House.
Shows in 1975, 1976, and 1977 were held in commercial
buildings for an entire month. In her fifth year she
needed more help, so she asked the United Methodist
Women at the Ashland’s First United Methodist Church
to assist with staffing. The featured quilter in the 1983
show was Dena Spencer Powell.

Despite being in the late stages of losing her eyesight to
macular degeneration, Dena did a remarkable job of
quilting the Michigan Arrowhead quilt with double bands
of feathers—10 stitches to the inch! Michigan
Arrowhead is a MUST SEE and will be on display during
the month of April 2026 at the Rogue Valley Genealogical
Society’s library at 3405 S. Pacific Hwy. Come in and
enjoy this stunning quilt. DON’T MISS IT!

LOCAL HAPPENINGS

Windows in Time: Jacksonville Artist Regina Dorland
Wednesday, April 1, Noon - 1:00 PM Medford Library: In
Person Only

Wednesday, April 8, Noon - 1:00 PM Ashland Library:
Gresham Room

Local historian Sue Waldron was
introduced to Jacksonville artist
Regina Dorland Robinson in 1986
when she began working in the
Exhibits Department of the Southern

i Oregon Historical Society (SOHS). In
4% 2009, SOHS decided to produce the
book “Lasting Impression” that
featured many Dorland paintings. Sue
spent several years collecting more
details about the tragic young artist’s life. Join us to learn
new information Sue Waldron found about Dorland,
images of formerly unknown paintings and some
information about Dorland’s friend and mentor Stella
Johnson and Dorland’s husband, Charles Pearson.

Windows in Time: Southwest Oregon Fire Lookouts
Wednesday, May 6, Noon - 1:00 PM Medford Library:
In Person Only

Wednesday, May 13, Noon - 1:00 PM Ashland Library:
Gresham Room

The U.S. Forest Service built a network of inter-visible
lookout towers in the early 20th century. Brian White
(retired United States Forest Service) will explain how
the lookouts were designed, built and operated, with
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stories of unusual
observations such as
volcanic eruptions.

- | Brian White grew up in
Northern California. His
earliest memories are of
camping with his family,
and his studies in Earth
Sciences and career reflect
a life-long interest in the natural world. He recently
retired from the U.S. Forest Service where he worked in
development and management of public recreational,
natural and cultural resources. He intends to continue to
contribute to the preservation of our national heritage
and conservation of our spectacular public lands.

Jacksonville: Daily Life Then and Now: 1900 vs. 2025
Saturday, April 18, 2025
Tours begin every 20-30 minutes between 12 noon and 3

Historic Jacksonville, Inc. has a new tour
“Daily Life Then and Now: 1900 vs.
2025” at Jacksonville’s 1870s C.C.
Beekman House Museum. Guided 45-
minute tours

| highlight the difference 125 years can
make in our everyday routine. Imagine
life without a smart phone—or for that
matter any phone at all. What about no
computer or internet connection? No TV
or radio? Compare the differences in communication,
fashion, etiquette, entertainment, chores, household
“amenities,” and much more — things we take for
granted like electricity, running water, and...bathrooms!
Tours are at The Beekman House, home to Jacksonville’s
richest and most prominent pioneer family and still
completely furnished with family artifacts, located at 470
E. California Street, Jacksonville. Admission is $8.
Additional information is available at 541-245-3650,
info@historicjacksonville.org, and https://
historicjacksonville.org/then-and-now/.

In 1966 RVGS meetings were held in the Medford Public
Library. Jackson County Librarian Omar Bacon was
“Advisor” to RVGS. More researchers became interested
and joined RVGS. By Fall, they were meeting in the Court
House Auditorium and by summer, 1967 meetings had
moved to the Fireside Room of the Girls Community

Club. [Mary Phipps Center on N. Bartlett St.] By Fall, 1970
they were meeting at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints, 2900 Juanipero, “straight south of the Rogue
Valley Hospital.” The number of members and the library
collection kept growing, so they had to keep moving!

REMOTE
OPPORTUNITIES

Genealogical Forum of Oregon G F
Learn more about your family

history at the Genealogical

Forum of Oregon. With the largest genealogical library in
the Pacific Northwest, we offer access to more than
60,000 holdings with records from around the globe and
to many popular subscription genealogy websites.

DISCOVER
YOUR
HERITAGE

The GFO website (https://gfo.org) contains updated
information on Special Interest Groups and a calendar of
events and classes. Most classes are available via Zoom
sessions.

San Angelo Genealogy and Historical Society 2025-2026
Speaker Series

Tuesday, April 7, 5:00 PM (PST), Genealogical Grit:
Persevering Through Tough Problems, Cari Taplin, CG.
When an answer is elusive, do you
tend to give up? Don’t stop just
because one thing didn’t turn up any
records for you. There are always more
/ databases, digitized collections, online
' books, and so much more to find. This
' 4 lecture discusses “genealogical
perseverance” through examples and how they were
overcome. To register for virtual access visit: Meeting
Registration - Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/s6HD3fdZQXe7rrSNJ2Iblg#/registration)

SOCIETY NEWS

April 1 BottleDrop Blue Bag Recycle
Program Update

bags for RVGS during
February. February collections
amounted to $86.54, a slight drop from January
collections, but actually $20.00 over the very same
period last year. We are increasing Bottle Drop
collections each month, so please continue the good
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work. Our collection bags are located inside the front
double doors of the library just to the right of the
entryway.

Remember, when you have a bag filled, just drop the bag
back at the library and we will deliver it to the
Redemption Center. You can also leave the Blue Bags
with the official RVGS Bag Tag at a local Bottle Drop
location, if it is more convenient.

Either way, when you fill a Blue Bag for the Oregon
BottleDrop you are giving the Rogue Valley Genealogical
Society a little financial boost. Donate those 10-cent
recyclable (cans, glass, and plastic) bottles and support
your Rogue Valley Genealogical Society.

It’s so Easy! Thank you for supporting RVGS!

Earth Week Give 2025

BottleDrop is
celebrating Earth
Day and Earth Week
by hosting the Earth
Week Give Event, a
combination of
matching funds with
an additional 20%
bonus.

April 15-26

Bags dropped and
donated between
April 15 to April 26
will gain an
additional 20% on all
proceeds!

O\ BottleDrop
000 Give

We encourage all RVGS members to participate in this
very easy program to donate cans and bottles to the
RVGS Library.

The first rummage sale was held March 22-23, 1968. This
was the society’s only fund-raising program. Proceeds
covered rent, printing the bulletin [quarterly], and buying
books.

Fred Meyer Community Rewards

RVGS is a member of the Fred Meyer Community
Rewards Program. This program makes fundraising easy
by donating to local organizations based on the shopping
you do every day. If you are a Fred Meyer shopper and
have an Account with them, you can EASILY link your

o

ommunity rewards [

Where Shopping & Giving Unite
Account (your Fred Meyer Shoppers Card) to RVGS so
that all purchase transactions apply toward a donation to
RVGS.
First, make sure you have an Account created with Fred
Meyer. If you don't, visit www.fredmeyer.com and sign
up in “My Account”.
Second, once you have a Digital Account, you can link
your Shoppers Card to our Community Rewards account
so that all transactions apply toward RVGS, Organization
Number PC623. Select the appropriate number from the
list and SAVE! RVGS will then be displayed in the
Community Rewards section of your account.
RVGS will then benefit from your spending at Fred Meyer,
and any transactions with your account will be applied to
the program, at no additional cost to you. Fred Meyer
donates annually to participating organizations in the
Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program.
If you’re a Fred Meyer customer, get started today and
help RVGS receive donations at no additional cost to you!

BECOME AN RVGS VOLUNTEER —
YOUR SKILLS CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE!

RVGS is happy to let you know that we now have 75
active volunteers. While we have improved our volunteer
numbers, we still need more help. Our growing programs
and membership base mean we’re hoping to welcome
new volunteers who want to make a meaningful impact
on our genealogy community.
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Become a Volunteer and make an Impact Today!

Whether you only have a few
hours a month or are available
for a regular schedule, there’s
a role that fits your interests
and talents:

Current Volunteer Opportunities

Librarians

Education Committee Members

Special Interest Group (SIG) Coordinator

Research Coaches

Zoom Host Scheduling Coordinator

Zoom Hosts & Co-Hosts

Genies

Ashland Chamber of Commerce Greeters / RVGS
Representative

Finance Director

Rogue Digger article writers

e-News article writers

Quilt Committee members

Scholarship Committee members

® Transcription Mission Members

If one of these roles sparks your interest — or you’d
simply like to learn more — Read more details on our
website Volunteers Needed rvgslibrary.org > Support Us
> Volunteers Needed

If you are ready to jump right in, complete our volunteer
application. Volunteer Application rvgslibrary.org >
Support Us > Volunteer Application

We want to match your skills, curiosity, and passion with
opportunities that help RVGS thrive.

The of
ERIVICIAITL el

Join Our Education Committee!

Do you have ideas about the kinds of genealogy
programs you’d love to see at RVGS? Here's your chance
to help shape them.

The RVGS Education Committee is looking for
enthusiastic members who want to play a meaningful
role in planning and supporting our educational offerings.
This includes helping to develop genealogy classes,
programs, special interest groups, seminars, and other

engaging activities that benefit our entire society.

As a committee member, you'll collaborate with others to
identify topics of interest, recruit and coordinate
instructors, and help schedule classes throughout the
year. Whether you’re passionate about beginner
education, advanced research techniques, or emerging
tools and technologies, your input will directly influence
what our members learn and experience.

No teaching experience is required—just an interest in
genealogy and a willingness to share ideas and work as
part of a team. This is a project-based commitment and a
great way to connect with fellow members, while making
a lasting impact.

Join us and help shape the future of learning at RVGS.
Make your voice heard and help bring new ideas to life.
Interested? Have Questions? We'd love to hear from you.
Email: Volunteer@rvgslibrary.org

/*@ﬁ\
ASHLAND

Be the Face of RVGS
In the Community!

Ashland Chamber of Commerce

Representative Needed

Love sharing what RVGS has to offer? Step into a fun, low

-commitment role and help connect our society with the

broader community!

We're looking for a friendly RVGS member to attend

Ashland Chamber Greeters meetings—just once a month

(or more, if you’d like!). This is a great opportunity to

promote our classes, programs, and special events while

building connections with local businesses.

What You’ll Do:

e Represent RVGS at Greeters networking meetings

e Share upcoming events, classes, and activities

® Bring along RVGS brochures and event calendars

e Help raise awareness of our vibrant society

Flexible Options—Choose What Works for You:

e Friday Morning Greeters: 8:15 AM (weekly, except
Night Greeters week)

o Night Greeters: 4th Thursday of the month at 5:15 PM

Locations vary at local Chamber member businesses

This is a fun, social, and meaningful way to support

RVGS—only one meeting a month is required!

Ready to help spread the word? Email:

Volunteer@rvgslibrary.org
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Librarians Needed —

Discover, Help, Connect!
Step into the heart of the Rogue Valley Genealogical
Society Library and become part of the team that keeps it
welcoming and thriving!
As an RVGS Librarian, you’ll be on the front line—greeting
visitors, assisting patrons, and uncovering the library's
hidden treasures along the way. It's a rewarding way to
sharpen your research skills while helping others on their
genealogy journey.
No experience? No problem! We provide all the
training you need to feel confident and supported.
Flexible Commitment:
e Just two 3-hour shifts per month
e Choose 10 AM-1 PM or 1-4 PM
e Prefer to volunteer all in one day? You can do both
shifts back-to-back!

Why volunteer?
e Learn valuable research skills
o Meet fellow genealogy enthusiasts
o Make a meaningful impact in a friendly environment
Interested? Reach out today:
volunteer@rvgslibrary.org

RVGS LIBRARY NEWS

MEMBER SHARING

Submitted by Anne Billeter
Do you own a military unit
history, a military yearbook, or
a Navy cruise book?

Fold3, one of RVGS’ subscription websites, is expanding
their digital collection and would like to borrow, scan, and
return, any of these books not already in their collection.
The books will then be available digitally online for FREE!

Step 1: Check their Current Archives: Unit Histories:
https://www.fold3.com/collection/unit-histories Military
Yearbooks: https://www.fold3.com/publication/1023/

military-yearbooks Navy Cruise Books, 1918-2009:
https://www.fold3.com/publication/825/us-navy-cruise
-books-1918-2009

Step 2: If you don’t see your book, email
content@fold3.com. They will coordinate the logistics to
digitize your book and return it to you safely.

Rogue Digger first appeared as the name of the RVGS
quarterly on the Spring issue, 1971.

B The &y{m ﬁfﬂfﬁ-"
>-zAX & zz X3 |1 LT
Do you have a great family genealogy | o '
story to share? ;
Did your research lead you down a
fascinating rabbit hole?

The Rogue Digger is seeking fresh,

engaging articles for our next issue. Email your article
ideas or submissions to Meghan Thompson at
roguedigger@rvgslibrary.org.

Thanks, Meghan

New!

Small but Mighty:
16 Books New
to the RVGS Library

Six family histories (Butz, Eckels, Lane, Marvin, and
Sargent in 929.2) add to our surname research sources.
Three books help us be better genealogists and
researchers: Elizabeth Shown Mills’ Your Stripped Bare
Guide to Citing and Using History Sources (Circ 929.1 Mil);
Michael L. Strauss’ That Splendid Little War: A
Comprehensive Guide to Spanish American War Research,
including the Boxer Rebellion and the Philippine
Insurrection (973.89 H388 Str); and a Circ copy of the
useful 2022 edition of Genealogist’s Handbook for New
England Research (Circ 974 A101 Gen 2022). Added to
these are books about Upshur County, West Virginia
(975.462 H388 Cut); Graveyards of Chicago (977.31 C242
Huc); Plains Folk: North Dakota’s Ethnic History (978.4
E432 She); Courageous People [Gresham, Oregon
pioneers] (979.549 H388 Mal); and Victims of the
Heppner Flood, 14 June 1903 (979.567 C242 Vic). Click
here for the complete list.
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June 22, 1968 RVGS held the first convention and all day
workshop. The registration fee was $1.50 which
included a sack lunch, coffee, tea or chocolate. More
than 100 registered. Speakers included Dr. EImo
Stevenson and Dr. Frank Haines from Southern Oregon
College. Workshops included microfilm

demonstration and how to take one’s own pictures. Due
to a misunderstanding Dr. Stevenson gave an
interesting talk on the “Geology of the Rogue River
Valley.”

New Periodicals on the Shelf

Amencan Spirit, Daughters of the American Revolution

= Circ 929.05 AmS v.160(2) March/April
'] 2026

Nancy Ward [Cherokee sovereignty];

the National Mall and memorial parks;

Jane Black Thomas, Patriot. Travel --

Missions of El Paso; Hawaii.

| This is the last print issue. Future

& editions are digital only.

INSIDE! THE BEST TOOLS FOR ORGANIZING DIGITAL PHOTOS

ﬁll..l.!,?f@.‘*l!ﬁ@.g

Family Tree Magazine

Circ 929.1 FTM v.27(2) March/April 2026
“Talkin’ ‘bout a revolution (from service
records to a book); Digital photo frenzy
— Organize your thousands of photo and [ussz.
declutter your phone and laptop; Form-
fitting — eight worksheets that are
downloadable and typable; Genealogy research in
France; History of Castle Garden, 1855-1890
(predecessor of Ellis Island); Finding institutional records;
Using ArkivDigital for Swedish records; Preserving (and
disposing of) religious artifacts; Finding Irish censuses
online. Research guides: Connecticut and South Dakota.
Cheat Sheet: FamilySearch.

Mayflower Quarterly, General Society of Mayflower
Descendants
Circ 929.3 May Q (2 issues)

Winter 2025 — Genealogy clubs
in middle and high schools; Mayflower
Compact or Plymouth Combination?;
Bringing your ancestor to life (adding
context to an ancestor’s story); Tracing
a line to Charlemagne, Magna Carta
barons and Plantagenet kings; and a
new project of the society — exploring

Mayflower descendants in America’s ‘Second War for
Independence” (the War of 1812.)

Spring 2026 — Why | joined the Mayflower
Society; Upcoming conference schedules; and Online
discoveries — the Historical Records Survey projects (WPA

1937).

The NEHG Register, American Ancestors.

Circ 974 G242 NEHGS v.180(1) Winter 2026
Allen Willey of Boston and Isaac Willey of [
Boston and Charlestown, MA, and New
London, CT; New sources for vital

records for Marlborough, MA (births
1807-1808, deaths 1797-1825); family of
Phineas and Martha (Howd) Pond (CT);
From MacDougall to Douglass
(descendants of Alexander MacDougall,
later Douglass (MA, NH, CT); Relationship
between Col. Thomas Blood and the Colonial
Massachusetts Bloods; Thomasine (Clench) Frost (MA);
Descendants of Moses Seekins/Seekell (MA); and Who
was Isabell Baylie? (wife of John Perkins, MA).

Magazine of Virginia Genealogy, Virginia Genealogical
Society
Circ 975.5 P273 MVG (2 issues)

August 2025 — This issue: ‘Under every
rock’ [brickwalls.] Richmond county rent roll, 1765;
Frederick and Augusta county delinquent quitrents; 1773
tithable lists Pittsylvania County; Elizabeth City Parish
vestry book, 1751-1784 [lists remuneration to persons

taking care of poor residents, by name];
Charles City County baptisms from the
Rev, William Leavell’s register (1839-
1845); 1722 will of Peter Skinner of
Westmoreland County; Debts from
William Cunningham’s Falmouth store
(cont.); Sorting out some of the Herndons
of Virginia, phase 1: James and Valentine

Dirginia Genealogy

(Haley) Herndon; Hardin Littlepage, King
William County deputy sheriff fee book, 1813-1814; Will
of William Hutson of King and Queen County, 1815.
November 2025 — Extending the state road from
the Maryland line to the mouth of the Little Kanawha
[and the fellows who worked on it!]; Richmond County
poll for Burgesses, 1735; [6 pages, 3 columns in NO
order!]; Elizabeth City parish vestry book (cont.) ; Debts
due William Allason from his Frederick and Falmouth
stores with evidence of migrations; Herndons, phase 2 :
Joseph Herndon of Fluvanna; Powhatan County oaths of
allegiance, 1777-1778; Hardin Littlepage (cont); Charles
City baptisms (cont); George Harrison Sanford King card
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file (cont.); and index to v.63 including all ‘the enslaved’ last section of the Hawthorne Insane (-
by first name. Asylum listing; and Oregon oddities. o &
Beaver Briefs, Willamette Valley Genealogical Society Winter 2025 — The Erie Canal; Beaver Briefs
Circ 979.53 P273 Bea (2 issues) Polk County Job Applications, 1938 (to @,#:

Fall 2025 — Military uniform collection at the work at the E. Clemens Horst hop yard " g
VFW (biographies of Alfred HM Shehab and Mildred J north of Independence, about 280 o
Chambers); David Johnston of Buena Vista, Polk County names and addresses); Oregon oddities; " anter 2026
(and one of the last ferries on the Willamette River); the  The Columbia River as part of the

Oregon Trail.

You're invited to explore our surplus
books in the RVGS Library! Note, prices
below do not include shipping costs.

Surplus Sale Books for April 2026

Price does not include shipping costs. A minimum book order of $5.00 is required for shipping.
For more inventory, we also sell on AbeBooks (www.abebooks.com).
Prices are based on 50% of the lowest price found online. If you find a lower price and would like to
make an offer, send a request to booksales@rvgslibrary.org

e Postmarked Washington: Lewis and Cowlitz Counties by Guy Reed Ramsey, 1978. $15.00

e History of Coshocton County, Ohio 1740-1881, compiled by N. N. Hill, Jr., reprint of 1881. $11.00

e Documentary History of the Indiana Decade of the Harmony Society 1814-1824: Volume 1: 1814-1819 And Volume II:
1820 - 1824. (Two Volume Set) by Karl J. R. Arndt, 1975 & 1978. $12.00

e Genealogical and Family History of Southern New York and the Hudson River Valley: Volume Il by Cuyler Reynolds,
1997. $30.00

Pioneer Families of Northwestern New Jersey by William C. Armstrong, c. 1979, rep 2002. $30.00
1880 Census of Josephine County Oregon by Ruby Lacy, 1975. $3.00

1860 Census Index of Surnames Oregon by Ruby Lacy, 1975. $3.00

1860 Josephine County, Oregon Census by Harley Haskins, 1974. $3.00

1880 Lake County, Oregon Census by Harley Haskins, 1978. $3.00

1860 Polk County, Oregon Census by Harley Haskins, 1970’s? $3.00

Clatsop County Oregon Marriages 1859-1874 Divorces 1861-1874 by Ruth Stoller, 1979. $3.00
1860 Multnomah County, Oregon Census by Ruth Stoller, 1975. $3.00

1880 Tillamook County, Oregon Census by Erma Lee Skyles Brown, 1976. $3.00

Index to Beaver County, PA Wills 1800-1900 by Bob and Mary Closson, 1988. $3.00

International Vital Records Handbook 6th Edition by Thomas Jay Kemp, 2013. $6.00

German Census Records 1816-1916: The When, Where, and How of a Valuable Genealogical Resource by Roger P.
Minert. Ph.D., A.G., 2016. $11.00

A Genealogists Guide to Discovering Your Irish Ancestors: How to Find and Record Your Unique Heritage by Dwight A.
Radford and Kyle J. Betit, Kyle J., 2001. $2.00
e Wyoming Trivia by Brian Day 2008. $2.00
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Rogue Valley
Genealogical Society
Board of Directors

President: Frank Marksman
Vice Pres.: Meghan Thompson
Secretary: Cathy Ullrich
Treasurer: Valerie Sanders
Trustee: Patt Herdklotz

Past President: Kim Thurman

Membership Director:
Loretta Barker

Education Director:

Jeanne Hoadley

Volunteer Director:

Ann Baracker

Technology and Data
Management Director:

Rich Miles

Library Director: Anne Billeter

RVGS Membership

Membership is available to all

interested persons.

Membership privileges include:

e Free use of library

e Volunteer opportunities

e Reduced fees for
genealogy classes and
seminars

e  Check out of materials

e Free access to subscription
websites

e Society publications

e Interest groups

e Free mentoring

e  Access to members-only
web content

Visit our website at
rvgslibrary.org to join today.

The RVGS eNews
Editor: Pamela Olsen
Submissions due 20th of Month to
enews@rvgslibrary.org

The Rogue Valley Genealogical
Society is a 501 (c)(3)
charitable organization,
tax identification number:
93-0684590.

Join a Special Interest Group Today

The Rogue Valley Genealogical Society sponsors a variety
of virtual and hybrid interest groups each month.
Members and patrons with a common interest gather to
share information and strategies, and to help each other
with troubleshooting. Interest groups are free to attend.
For more information and to register for any of the
following groups and receive the meeting Zoom link, click here.

Colonial America Interest Group
Led by Jeanne Hoadley, it meets 1:30- 3:00 PM on the second Thursday of every even
numbered month to discuss genealogy research in the original 13 colonies.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Led by Barbara MacMillen, it meets from 2:30 - 4:00 PM on the second Tuesday of every
month to discuss the Family Tree Maker software program.

Genetic Genealogy Interest Group
Led by Sue Acuff it meets on the second Wednesday of the month from 10:30 AM-
Noon. This group is for everyone interested in genetic genealogy.

German Interest Group (GIG)
Led by Jon Wolfe, based in Germany. This group meets the fourth Tuesday of the month,
11 :00 AM—Noon.

Great Lakes Interest Group—Joint RVGS & GFO Group

Led by Kim Thurman, it meets from 1:30 - 3:00 PM every even humbered month on the
second Wednesday. The group meets to share, discuss, and learn about the Great Lakes
states.

Let’s Talk Genealogy

Led by Rich Cunningham on the third Wednesday of every month, from 1:30- 3:00 PM via
zoom, this is a roundtable discussion. Each month starts with a focus topic and sees where
the conversation goes from there. This is a place to share successes (and not-so-
successes), stumbling blocks, brick walls, and genealogical experiences.

Transcription Mission Work Group

This group meets the third Monday of the month, 1:30- 3 PM at the RVGS Library and
by Zoom. We are transcribing Revolutionary War pension records for the NARA/NPS
citizen archivist mission.

Genealogical Forum of Oregon (GFO) Special Interest Groups
Are we missing a Special Interest Group that you'd love to join? You may wish to check the

available FREE offerings from GFO here. e German Group

African American
Al in Genealogy

British 3 <

DNA Advanced . DISCOVER

weT GFOJE
HERITAGE

French Canada
Genealogical Problem
Solvers

Irish Group

Italian Group
Learn & Chat
Pacific Northwest
The Q Review
RootsMagic
Virginia Group
The Writers’ Room
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