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OUR MISSION 

The mission of the Rogue Valley 
Genealogical Society is to 

inspire interest in genealogy, 
inform and educate the public, 

and maintain a growing 
sustainable library with a strong 

online presence. 

CONTACT US 

Rogue Valley  
Genealogical Society  

3405 S Pacific Hwy 
Medford, Oregon 97501 

541-512-2340 
reception@rvgslibrary.org 

www.rvgslibrary.org 

LIBRARY HOURS 

RVGS Library is open  
Monday — Saturday 
10:00 AM — 4:00 PM 

CLOSED July 2 — 4   

We have a New Program for our Volunteers! 
 

RVGS volunteers are the heart of our library, programs, and 
events. To thank them for their service, the Board of Directors 
has partnered with the Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) 
of Jackson County and their Community Volunteer Network 
(CVN). 
Through this partnership, eligible RVGS volunteers can receive 
valuable benefits simply for doing the volunteer work they 

already enjoy. 
 

RSVP Benefits for Eligible Volunteers Age 55+ 
• Mileage reimbursement for travel to and from the library and approved RVGS 

activities (currently 50¢ per mile, up to $50 per month). 
• Supplemental accident insurance while volunteering and traveling to and from 

RVGS volunteer activities. 
• Volunteer recognition and appreciation programs sponsored by RSVP. 
Whether you choose to volunteer in the library, assist with events, serve on a 
committee, or support other society activities, these benefits can help offset the cost 
of volunteering. 
 
Participation Is Simple: 
1. Complete a short RSVP application. 
2. Continue tracking your volunteer hours. 
3. Record mileage for travel to and from approved volunteer activities. 

See page 8 for photo restoration and photo contest. 

mailto:reception@rvgslibrary.org
http://www.rvgslibrary.org
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reached before then. 
• New members to Interest Groups will need to 

register by clicking here to find the interest group of 
your choice.  

• Click here to find Zoom help on our website.  
• All times listed are Pacific Time Zone. 
• Recorded events will be available for 30 days to 

those who registered for the class.  

Registration Now Open!  

Program and Member Meetings are 
not held in July and August. 
 
Wednesday, July 8, 10:30 AM - Noon, Genetic 
Genealogy Interest Group 
Sue Acuff facilitates this interest 
group for everyone interested in 
genetic genealogy. The July focus 
will be on more of GEDmatch tools 
including painting segments in 
DNAPainter. 
Hybrid – Zoom AND in person at the 
library. Cost: Free to all. 
 
 
 
 
 
After 246 years, the Nation’s oldest  John Doe, Private 
John Pumphrey of the 7th Maryland Regiment was 
recently identified.  His remains were found in a mass 
grave at the site of the Camden battlefield in South 
Carolina.  For more information on John and his 
discovery see the article written by  Allison Peacock, 
founder of the Family History Detectives. 
 
Monday, July 13, 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM, RVGS Board 
meeting 
All members are welcome. Come to the library side door 
and ring the doorbell or join us via Zoom. The Zoom link 
is located on our website: rvgslibrary.org > Membership 
> Member 
Resources. 
Cost: Free to all. 
 
 

4. Submit the monthly fillable volunteer hours and 
mileage form provided by RSVP. 
Even volunteers who live outside Jackson County may 
qualify. RSVP staff can help determine eligibility and 
answer any questions. 
 
A Great Benefit for Current and Future Volunteers 
This program is one more way RVGS says “thank you” to 
the dedicated volunteers who make our society 
successful. We also hope it encourages members who 
have been thinking about volunteering to get involved. 
With mileage reimbursement, supplemental insurance, 
and a simple reporting process, volunteering with RVGS is 
easier and more rewarding than ever. The RSVP 
information packet and application can be downloaded 
from our website at RSVP Volunteer Program. For more 
information or to receive the application and hours/
mileage form, you can also contact 
volunteer@rvgslibrary.org. 
Thank you to all our volunteers for the time, talent, and 
enthusiasm they bring to RVGS. 
 
Ann Baracker 
Volunteer Coordinator 
volunteer@rvgslibrary.org 
 

New and Returning Members  
 
New Member: Dennis Ellis 
Returning Members: Barbara Ruffner, Chris Galligan, and 
Virginia Davis.  

 

CLASSES & EVENTS 

The following RVGS classes and events are offered in a 
variety of ways. We are increasing the number of hybrid 
(in person and via Zoom) events. Please note in the 
event description the ways you can attend. 
 
• Event details are subject to change. Check our 

website for the latest information. If registration is 
not available on the website, please check back. 

• Unless noted otherwise, most classes and events 
require online advanced registration, see the Classes 
& Events menu on our website. Registration closes 
at noon the day before the event unless capacity is 

The RVGS Library will be closed Thursday through     
Saturday, July 2–4, for flooring replacement and        
observance of Independence Day. 

https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=244
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=217
https://familyhistorydetectives.com/americas-oldest-john-doe-private-john-pumphrey-of-the-7th-maryland-regiment/
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=174
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=349
mailto:volunteer@rvgslibrary.org
mailto:volunteer@rvgslibrary.org
https://rvgslibrary.org/calendar.asp?view=search
https://rvgslibrary.org/
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Tuesday, July 14, 2:30 - 4:00 PM, Family Tree Maker 
Interest Group 
This group is facilitated 
by Barbara MacMillen. 
Come with any 
questions about using 
“Family Tree Maker” 
software. They meet on 
the second Tuesday of the month. 
Zoom only. Cost: Free to all. 
 
Wednesday, July 15, 1:30 – 3:00 PM, Roundtable: Let’s 
Talk Genealogy 

Let's Talk Genealogy is a roundtable 
discussion, a chance to get together 
with others who share the 
same interests. We start with a focused 
topic and see where the conversation 
goes from there. The past meeting we 
discussed ancestors who owned slaves 

and slave schedule resources, a page that offers free 
photo restorations, military records from the 
Revolutionary War, and DNA testing for military and law 
enforcement. One member shared her extensive family 
history about her DeWolfe connections.  Bring your 
successes (and not-so-successes), stumbling blocks, 
experiences to share with others, where your 
genealogical research has taken you. Need help with a 
brick wall? Not sure if you have a brick wall? Join us with 
a cup of coffee or glass of wine and "Let's Talk 
Genealogy.” 
Zoom only. Cost: Free to all. 

Monday, July 20, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Transcription Mission 
Work Group Interest Group 
Help celebrate America's 250th anniversary of 
Independence in 2026 by joining the citizen archivist 
mission. We are transcribing Revolutionary War pension 
files for the NARA/NPS citizen archivist mission. Learn 
how to join this effort. Tell us who you're transcribing. Let 
us know your transcription problems and solutions. 
Hybrid – Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to 
all. 
 
 
 

Tuesday, July 28, 11:00 
AM – Noon, German 
Interest Group 
The emphasis of this 
group will be on tools and 
tips for finding and 
researching German ancestors and for Germans trying to 
find relatives who emigrated. In some months, the first 
part of the meeting may include a speaker, followed with 
an unstructured time for questions and mutual support. 
Jon Wolfe, the facilitator for this group, is an American 
who lives in Germany. 
Hybrid – Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to 
all. 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
Monday through Saturday, 
September 28 through  October 3, Genealogy Week 
Free classes on a variety of topics in the morning with a 
work session in the afternoon.  Click here for more 
information and to register.  

Saturday, October 17, 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM, Fall Seminar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Salt Lake City FamilySearch Library 
Research Opportunity This Summer 

RVGS did not get to make their group trip to Salt Lake City 
this past spring. Everyone was disappointed and looking 
forward to 2027. We now have the chance to join Allene 
Aubertin, a member of the Southern California Genealogy 
Society, and her group which is headed to SLC this August. 
This is your chance to meet other enthusiastic genealogy 
researchers and enjoy Salt Lake City in the summer. 

Below is Allene’s group travel information: 

They arrive on August 23rd and leave August 29th. Since 

Fall Seminar 

https://rvgslibrary.org/files/GenealogyWeek2026FLYER.pdf
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To request help, complete a Research Coach Request 
Form on our website under RVGSLibrary.org > Library. 
(https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=332)  
The form is on the members only section. 
We’ll match you with the right coach for your 
question. 
 

QUILT IN THE NICHE: SUTTON-TURNER 
DOUBLE WEDDING RING 

82 ½” x 97” 
 
The double wedding ring pattern uses curved, interlocking 
pieces of fabric symbolizing strong marriages.  And that is 
just what the marriage between Louesa and Jesse Turner 
was—strong. 
Louisa Anna Schmitt, mother of the quilt maker, and 
Walter Freeman Sutton, father of the quilt maker, 
produced 13 children during their 51 year marriage. 
Louesa Alpharetta Sutton, our quilter, was the oldest.  She 
was born in Curry County, Oregon on 19 October 1877.  
She married when she was 16 to Jesse Turner, 28, on 09 
Dec 1894  in Curry County, Oregon. 
In the 1900 census they had 3 children: Ezra , Walton, and 
Jasper.  By 1910 they had six children from age 15 years to 
1 month.  They added the last of their children in 1913—a 
set of twins, Leona and Lenora. 

Jesse Turner came from Sonoma, CA as a sheepherder.  
He bought a ranch which he and his wife lost in a fire not 
once, but twice.  They lost everything. He donated a 

the Plaza Hotel is no longer 
available, she has chosen the 
Crystal Inn. Room rate is $129.00 a 
night + taxes and fees. They must 
reserve at least 10 rooms to get a 
Group Rate. The hotel has free 
shuttle service to get everyone to 
and from the Airport, Library, 

Grocery Store, and a few other places. Please let Allene 
know ASAP if you are interested in joining the group to 
SLC. She must have the group reservations made by July 
23rd, one month in advance of arriving. 

You must reserve your room through Allene to get the 
group discounted rate. Please contact Allene directly: 
researchingfamilies@earrthlink.net.  
Wish we could have put together our own trip, but this 
opportunity should more than make up for missing a 
2026 spring research trip. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RVGS 60th Celebrated at the Medford Library 
To celebrate 60 years as a society, RVGS used a display 
case at the Medford Library in June to present the 
panoply of interest groups sponsored by the society. 
Some meet monthly, some alternate months, some by 
Zoom only, others hybrid (in-person at RVGS and by 
Zoom simultaneously).  For the month of July the display 
will highlight the RVGS Genie 
Program. 
 

RVGS Coaching Program  
is ready to help you! 
RVGS is excited to offer our RVGS 
Coaching Program, connecting 
members with experienced Research Coaches who 
can help tackle challenging genealogy questions. 
During a one-hour session at the library, you and your 
coach will review your research problem, discuss what 
you’ve tried, and plan effective next steps using proven 
research methods. 

https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=332
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=332
mailto:researchingfamilies@earrthlink.net.
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portion of his land for a cemetery. Jesse died 8 Nov 1937   
and Louesa on 4 Jan 1949.  They are both buried in the 
Rogue River Cemetery, Gold Beach,  Oregon. They were 
married 43 years. 
In the audience at the 23 September 2014 RVGS program 
about the Sutton-Turner Double Wedding Ring quilt, we 
had three children of the twins Lenora and Leona and 
grandchildren of the quilter. With them came children of 
Lenora Turner:  Bill Knorr and Glenna Knorr Johnston.  
Glenna is the one who donated the Double Wedding Ring 
quilt to the Rogue Valley Genealogical Society.  Thank 
you, Glenna! 
The quilt will hang in the Rogue Valley Genealogical 
Society, 3405 S. Pacific Hwy, Medford, Oregon for the 
month of July, 2026. 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 

 

 

 

Windows in Time: Past Independence Day 
Celebrations, From 1976 Back to 1876  
Wednesday, July 1, Noon - 1:00 PM Medford Library:  
In Person Only  
Wednesday, July 8, Noon - 1:00 PM Ashland Library: 
Gresham Room  
 In honor of our nation's 250th birthday, this talk will 
review the events, personalities, and context of Jackson 
County's past American Independence celebrations. 
Some surprises are in store.  
Presenter Jeff La Lande has been a resident of the Rogue 
Valley since 1969. He graduated from Georgetown 
University in Washington, D.C., and later received his 
M.A. in archaeology from Oregon State University and a 
Ph.D. in history from the University of Oregon. He had a 
30-year career with the U.S. Forest Service as an 
archaeologist and historian. He has published articles and 
several books on regional history.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Windows in Time: History of St. Mary's in Jacksonville 
from 1865 to today! 
Wednesday, August 5, Noon - 1:00 PM Medford Library: 
In Person Only  

Wednesday, August 12, Noon - 1:00 PM Ashland Library: 
Gresham Room  
 
This lecture will cover the history of St. Mary’s School, 
from its beginnings in Jacksonville in 1865 to its move to 
Medford in 1908 and attempts to shut it down—
including a famous anti-Catholic law overturned by the 
Supreme Court. Presenter Kevin Keating will showcase 
the more famous alums and sports championships and 
its revival today as a premier school. 
Kevin Keating is a UCLA history alum who has taught 
history at St. Mary's since 2010. He is a local history 
hobbyist and has written a local history book creatively 
titled "Medford." He and his wife Nikki's four kids 
graduated from St. Mary's and have flown the coop. He 
is on the JCLS library board and Medford City Council. 

Jacksonville: “Walk Through History” Saturdays through 
September 5th. 
Learn what 19th Century Jacksonville was like. Hear how 
gambling money built a church; how the Civil War ended 
a successful mercantile partnership; how a saloon 
housed the county’s first museum; how fire reshaped the 
town; and how a railroad both destroyed and preserved 
the town.  
These guided walking tours leave at 10:00 AM from 
Jacksonville’s New City Hall (the historic Jackson County 
Courthouse/Jacksonville Museum) at 206 North 5th 
Street every Saturday through September 5.  Tours cover 
about 1 mile and last about 1 hour.  
Tours are FREE, but donations are always welcomed. 
Historic Jacksonville also sponsors additional historical 
presentations.  Visit their website for more information. 
(https://www.historicjacksonville.org/walk-through-
history/) 
 

REMOTE OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon (in Portland) 

Saturday, July 18, 2:30 PM, From Territory to State: 
Records You Might Miss, Sylvia Tracy Doolos 
As our nation grew, territories began keeping records to 

https://www.historicjacksonville.org/walk-through-history/
https://www.historicjacksonville.org/walk-through-history/
https://www.historicjacksonville.org/walk-through-history/
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achieve statehood. Let's look at 
records and research strategies 
that can help you.   
Sylvia Tracy Doolos is the owner of 
New Leaf Genealogy, is a Past-

President of the Colorado Chapter of the Association of 
Professional Genealogists, and actively volunteers with 
the Denver Public Library. Her research focuses on early 
American studies, with particular interest in Colonial and 
Territorial records and migrations. This is an online only 
presentation. Click here to register and obtain a Zoom 
link to this live presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, September 19, 2:30 PM, Start Writing: Your 
Ancestor's Legacy Depends Upon YOU!, 
Steven W. Morrison 
To some genealogists "the hunt" is everything. Learn 
how to shift gears and to write a cohesive story about 
your ancestor. Writing helps you refocus your thinking. 
You might even surprise yourself, realizing you’ve 
bagged your ancestor without knowing it!   
Steven W. Morrison is a past-president of the Puget 
Sound Chapter of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists and the Olympia Genealogical Society. He 
attained a Master’s degree from The Evergreen State 
College where he taught for seven years as an adjunct 
faculty. He has published twelve articles in genealogical 
journals, has coordinated several genealogical institute 
courses, and in 2016 received the Scholar Award from 
The American Society of Genealogists. This is an online 
only presentation. 
Click here to register and obtain a Zoom link to this live 
presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Access to GFO Resources 
Learn about the resources GFO provides for everyone 
and about the special benefits to members. 
Click on the date below to register for the meeting time 
that is most convenient for you. This two-hour class is 

presented on the 2nd Saturday of every other month: 
• Saturday, July 11, 10:00 AM  
• Saturday, September 12, 10:00 AM 
• Saturday, November 14, 10:00 AM  
• Handout (updated 05 Nov 2025) 
 
Learn to tap into databases from your home: 
• American Ancestors 
• Fold3 
• HeritageQuest 
• HistoryGeo 
• NewspaperArchive 

Learn how to use MemberSpace to access resources: 
• Digital collections 
• Library resources-books, periodicals, and more 
• Member discounts 
• Members-only videos 
• Newspapers.com lookups 
And more! 
 
Fall Seminar 2026: Mastering German Records, 
Saturday, October 17, 10:00 AM - 5:30 PM  
For more information visit the registration page.  
Register Now! 
For more information on all GFO resources and 
programs visit their website at https://gfo.org 

SOCIETY NEWS 
 
July 1 2026 BottleDrop Blue Bag Recycle 
Program Update 

A BIG THANKS TO EVERYONE PARTICIPATING IN THE 
COLLECTION OF BOTTLES AND CANS DONATED TO THE 
RVGS Library!!! 

Collections for May totaled $151.44 and included a 
BONUS payment of $45.82 which is the 20 per cent 
addition from Earth Week collections. 

We are increasing Bottle Drop collections each month, so 
please continue the Good Work. Our collection bags are 
located inside the front double doors just to the right of 
the entry way.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ECqcKUsbTs6lpOPOGfaqCg
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ECqcKUsbTs6lpOPOGfaqCg
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/t5sc9BLaQHqS77xZMNwhoA
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/t5sc9BLaQHqS77xZMNwhoA
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZModu-trjMuHtWQWRlF5VJ-bREv4NOUqfy-
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZModu-trjMuHtWQWRlF5VJ-bREv4NOUqfy-
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZModu-trjMuHtWQWRlF5VJ-bREv4NOUqfy-
https://gfo.org/file_download/inline/5b95a9cc-7536-462c-9e9b-2f638fbc7f0e
https://gfo.org/learn/fall-seminar-2026.html/event-form/registration-form/115225/tickets
https://gfo.org
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And remember; when you have a bag filled just drop the 
bag back at the library and we will deliver it to the 
Redemption Center. You can also leave the Blue Bags 
with the official RVGS Bag Tag at a local Bottle Drop 
location, if it is more convenient. 

Either way, when you fill a Blue Bag for the Oregon 
BottleDrop you are giving the Rogue Valley Genealogical 
Society a little financial boost. Donate those 10-cent 
recyclable (cans, glass, and plastic) bottles and support 
your Rogue Valley Genealogical Society. 

It’s so Easy! Thank you for supporting RVGS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BECOME AN RVGS VOLUNTEER —  
WE NEED YOU! 
 
This has been a difficult period for our Volunteer 
Program. We have lost several volunteers due to illness, 
moving out of the area, and general life getting in the 
way. We really need some more hands-on deck to keep 
the Society and library moving forward. Will you help us? 
 
We are looking for librarians to keep our doors open, 
along with members willing to help with community 
outreach events. 
Whether you only have a few hours every month or two 
or are available for a regular schedule, there’s a role that 
will fit your interests and talents: 
 

Current Volunteer Opportunities 
 

• Outreach event volunteers 
• Librarians 
• Education Committee members 
• Special Interest Group (SIG) Coordinator 
• Research Coaches 
• Zoom Host Scheduling Coordinator 
• Zoom Hosts & Co-Hosts 
• Genies 
• Ashland Chamber of Commerce Greeters /RVGS 

Representative 

• Finance Director 
• Rogue Digger article writers 
• e-News article writers 
• Quilt Committee members 
• Scholarship Committee members 
• Transcription Mission members 
 

If one of these roles sparks your interest — or you’d 
simply like to learn more — Read more details on our 
website page Volunteers Needed: rvgslibrary.org > 
Support Us > Volunteers Needed. 
If you are ready to jump right in, complete our volunteer 
application. Volunteer Application: rvgslibrary.org > 
Support Us > Volunteer Application. 
We want to match your skills, curiosity, and passion with 
opportunities that help RVGS thrive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIBRARIANS NEEDED —  
JOIN THE HEART OF RVGS!  
Discover • Help • Connect 
Looking for a meaningful and enjoyable way to help the 
Society? Become an RVGS Librarian and help create the 
welcoming atmosphere that makes our library so special. 
As an RVGS Librarian, you’ll greet visitors, assist patrons, 
and help fellow researchers discover the library’s many 
resources and hidden treasures. Along the way, you’ll 
sharpen your own genealogy and research skills while 
being part of a friendly, supportive team. 
No experience is needed — we provide training and pair 
new librarians with experienced volunteers, so you’ll 
always have guidance and support. 
Flexible & Manageable Commitment 
• Volunteer two or more 3-hour shifts per month 
• Choose either 10 AM – 1 PM or 1 – 4 PM shifts 
• Prefer one full day instead? You can work a morning 

and an afternoon shift on the same day with a lunch 
break in between. 

Current Openings: 
 

 2nd Mondays, 9:45 AM–1 PM * 
 All Mondays, 1–4:15 PM * 
 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 1–4:15 PM 
 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 1–4:15 PM 
 1st & 3rd Saturdays, 1–4:15 PM 
 4th Saturdays, 9:45 AM–1 PM 

 

https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=35
https://rvgslibrary.org/FormPage.asp?FormID=21
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to tackle one small portion at a time. Our goal is to 
inventory, index, scan, proof, and link the records to our 
website. Not only will we be providing valuable 
genealogy records for our members to help in their 
research, but we will also be reclaiming needed space in 
our meeting room. This is definitely a win for all! 
We need volunteer help to complete these individual 
projects and to create a team for handling such projects 
in the future. Are you willing to be a scanner? Or to 
inventory some boxes? Learn how to proof? Are you 
willing to take some training to work on the project? 
Training and support are always provided. We are in this 
together. 
Ready to help? Email volunteer@rvgslibrary.org to learn 
more and get started! 
 

Zoom Hosts &  
Co-Hosts Needed 
Will you help out during our hybrid 
classes and meetings by hosting or co
-hosting the Zoom portion? 
You don’t need to have experience. You won’t be on your 
own—all new hosts are paired with experienced 
partners. You will find it’s easy once you’ve done it a time 
or two! 
With only 1 to 3 hybrid meetings a month, the time 
commitment is small. 
You’ll learn how to set up the Zoom and Owl equipment, 
start the Zoom portion of the meeting, take attendance, 
monitor the chat room for questions and comments, and 
close things out. 

We provide training for new hosts 
and a refresher for anyone who needs 
a confidence boost. 
Interested or have questions? Email: 
volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org 
Help us keep hybrid classes going and 
be part of RVGS’s success! 
 

MEMBER SHARING 
 
AI Assisted Photo Restoration 
By Krista Menold 
 
Many of us are continuing genealogy research begun by 
our parents or grandparents. What they were able to 
compile was almost always on paper and often the result 
of physical visits to the places our ancestors lived or 
written inquiries to various relatives and agencies. Before 
the internet and the digitization of records, they simply 
didn’t have easy access to as much information as we do 

* Working both shifts on the 2nd Monday can fulfill your 
entire monthly commitment. 
Come join our team and help people connect with their 
family history. Interested? Contact 
volunteer@rvgslibrary.org today! 

 

RVGS Needs a  
Finance Director 
Do you have a head for 
figures and seeing the big 
picture, while also being 
willing to help guide RVGS 
as we build our Financial 
Plan for Success? We are 
looking for a member to become this valuable person 
and serve as our society’s Financial Director. 

This important person will help guide the society’s 
financial health and fundraising efforts. The 
responsibilities include: 
· Leading the Finance and Budget Committees 
· Helping create and manage the annual budget 
· Supporting fundraising, grants, and donor relations 
· Reviewing investments and planning for the future 
· Reporting to the Board and assisting with audits 
You don’t need to be a financial analyst, but you can’t be 
afraid of numbers or talking to people. You do need to 
have a knack for project management and be ready to 
help RVGS grow. We’ll provide support and training along 
the way! Interested? Check out the full description: 
Finance Director Job Description Email: 
volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org to learn more or to 
volunteer. 

 
Genealogy Research Scanning Project 
Help is Needed 
Are you interested in being a 
part of genealogy collection 
preservation? 
Our first web-based Family 
History Collection (The 
Colleen Project) was a great 
success and has provided 
RVGS with a blueprint for 
preserving the genealogy research collections that have 
been donated to our society. You can view our first 
project at https://rvgslibrary.org > Library (https://
rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=330). Preservation of our 
research is a universal concern for genealogists. 
We are ready to tackle a second collection from the 
boxes sitting in the library meeting room; it is our intent 

mailto:volunteer@rvgslibrary.org
mailto:volunteer@rvgslibrary.org
mailto:volunteer@rvgslibrary.org
mailto:volunteer@rvgslibrary.org
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=330
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what was wrong with the photo and how to fix it. 

 
Revaluate results: The second try was a success and I’m 
happy with the final result.  

A few things to consider: 

• ChatGPT is not the only AI model with this capability; 
Google Gemini, Claude, OpenAI and others should 
produce similar results.  

• Most AI models allow a basic level of service or a 
certain number of inquiries for free, but upgraded access 
can require a subscription. 

• If the results you get aren’t what you expect, keep 
asking for changes. Text is sometimes not correct. If you 
ask for an antique photo to be “cleaned up,” it might 
come back looking too crisp and modern. You can 
instruct AI to keep the vintage look or to produce a photo 
that looks like it came from a certain era. 

• There is a difference 
between restoring and altering a photo. AI photo 
restoration repairs damage on old or degraded images, 
such as tears, scratches, and fading. It relies on machine 

today. 

In 1985 my grandparents, Erv and Ruby (Benner) Toney 
took a trip to Pennsylvania and Virginia where their 
families had lived before embarking on the long trip west 
along the Oregon Trail several generations back. One of 
the places they visited was the Josiah Benner farm in 
Adams County, Pennsylvania where a temporary hospital 
was created in the family barn during the Battle of 
Gettysburg. This picture of my grandmother Ruby 
standing in front of her great grandparents’ home has 
always been precious to me and I’d love to enter it into 
the RVGS 60th Anniversary Photo Contest. The photo 
quality, however, leaves much to be desired and I don’t 
think it will win any awards in its current state. 

I am not a computer expert or technological whiz by any 
means, but the opportunity to use artificial intelligence to 
assist with genealogy intrigues me. I have used it before 
to “clean up” old black and white photos that have been 
damaged, so I decided to see what ChatGPT could do with 
this one. Color photos from this era have not fared well in 
our albums and shoeboxes, fading until some are barely 
recognizable. This one also is a bit blurry and the glare on 
the sign makes it impossible to read. Here are the steps I 
followed to end up with a photo I am happy to use: 
Provide the photo you want to work with and ask AI to 
make changes: I copied and pasted my photo into the 
prompt box and asked ChatGPT to improve the clarity and 
remove the glare from the sign. 
 
Evaluate the results: The AI generated version came back 
and I was very happy with the color and clarity, but I knew 
that some of the words on the sign were wrong. AI tried 
to fill in what it thought made sense, but I know what the 
sign should say because the farm is now a part of the 
Gettysburg National Military Park and there are current 
photos on its website. 
Direct AI to make necessary alterations: I told ChatGPT 
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learning to "guess" and fill in missing pixels, or to 
colorize black-and-white photos. If you ask AI to add or 
remove anything from the photo (a person, vehicle, hat, 
etc.) then you are altering the photo. 

• AI restored photos can be submitted to the RVGS 
60th Anniversary Photo contest.  Information on the 
photo contest can be found on the library website: 
rvgslibrary.org>About>RVGS News 

If you aren’t comfortable using AI but would still like a 
precious photo of your own restored, RVGS does offer a 
photo restoration service for $15 per photo. See 
rvgslibrary.org>Library>Photo 
Restoration 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

53 Items Added to  
RVGS Library 
Forty-six books, five maps, and 2 periodical issues were 
added, so diverse that it is difficult to know what to 
highlight! This is definitely the month to take a look at 
the entire list! One of the subjects is predictable since 
we are celebrating the 250th anniversary of the United 
States. A five volume set of books with different clever 
titles, each for one or two states, provides information 
about the infantry units from the various states present 
at Valley Forge (973.334 M343 Boy). The five maps 
include the Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania) 
(Map Drawer #8 947.4 M168 Est), Battles of the Civil 
War (Map Drawer #11 973.7 H388 Bat), two street maps 
(Bisbee AZ and Hermiston OR), and a 1924 map of the 
Pacific Highway and Tributaries in Northern California 
(Map Drawer #17 979.4 T715 Pac). There are eight books 
about Virginia, purchased by the Book Committee to 
take advantage of a sale and timely subjects. The 
description could continue for all 53 items! Click here to 
see the complete list. 

 

New Periodicals on the Shelf 

The Genealogist, American Society of 
Genealogists 
Circ 929.05 Gen v.40(1) Spring 2026 
Descendants of James Cudworth of 
Plymouth Colony; Three Cary brothers, 
three Ohio counties, part 3; William 
Edwards of Westmoreland County 
Virginia, NOT from Surry County; and 
From County Tipperary to Minnesota: 
the Meagher Family. 

The NEHG Register, American Ancestors 
Circ 974 G242 NEHGS v.180(2) Spring 2026 
English origin and ancestry of brothers 
John Lay (Lyme CT),  Edward Lay (RI) and 
Robert Lay (Saybrook CT); Jacob and 
Henry Sellingham, Hessian immigrants 
(MA); English origin and ancestry of 
Joyce, wife of Richard Waters (MA), 
English origin and ancestry of John Keech 
and Mary, first wife of William 
Habberfield and their connection to John 
Higgs, all of Boston MA; From patriot to insurgent – Jason 
Parmenter (MA, NH); English origin of William Gilson, 
John Damon and Hannah Damon (MA); Parentage of 
Samuel M Andrews of New Haven CT and Orleans county, 
NY: From MacDougall to Douglass – descendants of 
Alexander MacDougall (later Douglass) – a Scottish 
prisoner from the 1650 Battle of Dunbar (MA, NH, CT). 
 
American Ancestors 
Circ 974 P273 AA v.27(1), Spring 2026 

“Exploring Scottish history, heritage 
and roots.”  Unlocking the stories of 
the Scottish soldiers deported to New 
England; Clans, families and chiefs 
(and a thorough explanation of how 
the clans’ work!); Getting started with 
Scottish genealogical records; North 
Carolina, a haven for highlanders 
between rebellions, 1745-1776.  More 

than a name: Jacqueline Lemelle’s life of enslavement 
and freedom in French Colonial Louisiana; The Wyner 
Family Jewish Heritage Center spotlights “Modern Young 
Ladies and the mandolin”; Providing a Henshaw 
connection in Connecticut; and Fanny Marsh’s 
gravestone in Sharon, Vermont. 
 
New York Genealogical and Biographical 
Record, the NYG&B Society 
Circ 974.7 G242 New v.157(2) April 2026 
From Galarneau to Gardner; a French-
Canadian family in Troy, NY; and Johann 
Jacob Biecki or Bargy of Herkimer County, 
and his descendants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://rvgslibrary.org/News.asp?NewsID=219
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=127
https://rvgslibrary.org/Files/NewBooks_Jun2026.pdf
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• Calendar of Wills on File and Recorded in the Offices of the Clerk of the Court of Appeals, of the County 
Clerk at Albany and of the Secretary of State, 1626-1836 compiled and edited by Berthold Fernow, c. 1896 
rep. 1999. $15.00 

• The Empire Builders by Robert Ormond Case, 1947. $3.00 
• A Letter Home by Jerry Gildemeister, Lucia Williams, and Don Gray, 1987. $4.00 
• Church Buffalo Presbyterian and Cemetery, Greensboro, North Carolina compiled by Raymond Dufau Don-

nell, 1994. $12.00 
• Family Burying Grounds and Abandoned Church Cemeteries in Guilford County, N. C., and Immediate Envi-

rons by O. Norris and H. Rebecca Smith, 1978. $18.00   
• Something of the Story of Deep River (N.C. History) by William Wesley Pegg Sr., 1999. $30.00 
• Lawrence County Missouri Marriage Record Book 1845-1870 Volume 1, by Lawrence County Pioneers, c.?, 

$5.00 
• 1850 Federal Census Lawrence County Missouri by Lawrence County Historical Society, c.?, $5.00 
• 1860 Federal Census Lawrence County Missouri by Lawrence County Historical Society, c.?, $6.00 
• 1880 Federal Census Lawrence County Missouri by Lawrence County Historical Society, c.?, $8.00 
• Long Island Genealogical Source Material: A Bibliography by Herbert F. Seversmith and Kenn Stryker-

Rodda, c. 1962. $5.00 
 
 
 

Surplus Sale Books for July 2026 
Price does not include shipping costs.  

A minimum book order of $5.00 is required for shipping. 
For more inventory, we also sell on AbeBooks (www.abebooks.com). 

Prices are based on 50% of the lowest price found online.  If you find a lower price and would like to 
make an offer, send a request to booksales@rvgslibrary.org 

Older journals added 
 

We are still processing older journals 
from Pat Kennedy and are pleased to 
add Ray County Reflections  from the 
Ray County Genealogical Association 
in Richmond, Missouri (Circ 977.819 
P273 Ray).  Although there are only a 
few issues from 2008-2016, finding it 
on the shelf will remind you to seek 

other issues and information from that county’s 
association.  
Likewise, Pioneer Trails from the Umatilla County 
Historical Society [Pendleton] Circ 979.569 P273 Pio) 
adds to our holdings from eastern Oregon.  (Being an old 

Umatilla girl myself, I’m happy to see bits 
and pieces from home!)  These scattered 
issues from 1988 to 2010 hit the hot 
topics of Pendleton Round-Up cowgirls 
and the great towns of Pilot Rock and 
Helix.  Thanks, Pat.  
 
Ginger James donated 
1978-1982 issues of 

Humboldt Historian from the Humbolt 
County Historical Society (Circ 979.419 
P273 Hum).  The library has a nice run 
of this journal from Eureka, CA and a 
quick visit to their website entices a 
researcher to an online index.   

https://www.abebooks.com/
mailto:booksales@rvgslibrary.org
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Rogue Valley  
Genealogical Society 

Board of Directors 

President: Frank Marksman       
Vice Pres.: Meghan Thompson 
Secretary: Cathy Ullrich 
Treasurer: Valerie Sanders 
Trustee: Rosalind Lyne 
Past President: Kim Thurman 
 
Membership Director:  
Loretta Barker 
Education Director:  
Jeanne Hoadley  
Volunteer Director:  
Ann Baracker 
Technology and Data 
Management Director:  
Rich Miles 
Library Director: Anne Billeter 
 
 

RVGS Membership 
Membership is available to all 
interested persons. 
Membership privileges include:  

• Free use of library 

• Volunteer opportunities 

• Reduced fees for 
genealogy classes and 
seminars 

• Check out of materials 

• Free access to subscription 
websites 

• Society publications 

• Interest groups 

• Free coaching 
• Access to members-only 

web content 
 

Visit our website at 
rvgslibrary.org to join today. 

 

The RVGS eNews 
Editor: Pamela Olsen 

Submissions due 20th of Month to 

 enews@rvgslibrary.org 

The Rogue Valley Genealogical 
Society is a 501 (c)(3) 

charitable organization,  
tax identification number: 

93-0684590. 

Join a Special Interest Group Today 

The Rogue Valley Genealogical Society sponsors a 
variety of virtual and hybrid interest groups each 
month. Members and patrons with a common interest 
gather to share information and strategies, and to 
help each other with troubleshooting. Interest groups 
are free to attend. For more information and to 
register for any of the following groups and receive 
the meeting Zoom link, click here. 

 
Family Tree Maker User Group  
Led by Barbara MacMillen, it meets from 2:30 - 4:00 PM on the second Tuesday of every 
month to discuss the Family Tree Maker software program.  
 
Genetic Genealogy Interest Group  
Led by Sue Acuff it meets on the second Wednesday of the month from 10:30 AM - 
Noon.  This group is for everyone interested in genetic genealogy.  
 
German Interest Group (GIG)  
Led by Jon Wolfe, based in Germany.  This group meets the fourth Tuesday of the month, 
11 :00 AM—Noon.  
 
Great Lakes Interest Group—Joint RVGS & GFO Group 
Led by Kim Thurman,  it meets from 1:30 - 3:00 PM every even numbered month on the 
second Wednesday. The group meets to share, discuss, and learn about the Great Lakes 
states. 
 
Let’s Talk Genealogy 
Led by Rich Cunningham on the third Wednesday of every month, from 1:30 - 3:00 PM via 
zoom, this is a roundtable discussion. Each month starts with a focus topic and sees where 
the conversation goes from there.  This is a place to share successes (and not-so-
successes), stumbling blocks, brick walls, and genealogical experiences.  
 
Transcription Mission Work Group 
This group meets the third Monday of the month, 1:30 - 3 PM at the RVGS Library and 
by Zoom. We are transcribing Revolutionary War pension records for the NARA/NPS 
citizen archivist mission.   
 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon (GFO) Special Interest Groups 
Are we missing a Special Interest Group that you'd love to join? You may wish to check the 
available FREE offerings from GFO here. 
 
 

• African American 
• AI in Genealogy 
• British 
• DNA Advanced 
• DNA Q & A 
• French Canada 
• Genealogical  Problem 

Solvers 

• German Group 
• Irish Group 
• Italian Group 
• Learn & Chat 
• Pacific Northwest 
• The Q Review 
• RootsMagic 
• Virginia Group 
• The Writers’ Room 

https://www.rvgslibrary.org
mailto:enews@rvgslibrary.org?subject=RVGS%20eNews
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=244
https://gfo.org/learn/special-interest-groups/
https://gfo.org/learn/special-interest-groups/
mailto:irish@gfo.org
mailto:italian@gfo.org
mailto:learnandchat@gfo.org
mailto:qreview@gfo.org
mailto:rootsmagic@gfo.org
mailto:virginia@gfo.org
mailto:writers@gfo.org

