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OUR MISSION 

The mission of the Rogue Valley 
Genealogical Society is to 

inspire interest in genealogy, 
inform and educate the public, 

and maintain a growing 
sustainable library with a strong 

online presence. 

CONTACT US 

Rogue Valley  
Genealogical Society  

3405 S Pacific Hwy 
Medford, Oregon 97501 

541-512-2340 
reception@rvgslibrary.org 

www.rvgslibrary.org 

LIBRARY HOURS 

RVGS Library is open  
Monday — Saturday 
10:00 AM — 4:00 PM 

 

Let’s Celebrate Together: 60 Years of RVGS 
 
September 15th is our celebration of the 60th 
anniversary of the Rogue Valley Genealogical Society. 
We’d like to invite everyone—RVGS members, friends 
and families, and anyone in the community who is 
interested—to join us for an all-day open house to 
celebrate this milestone.  
 
Some highlights of the day will include the announcement of the 60th Anniversary 
Ancestor Photo Contest winners, a special surprise program, and an ice cream social. 
Plus, who wants to miss an opportunity to talk about genealogy with others who share 
the same passion? 
 
If you haven’t yet submitted your entries for the photo contest, the deadline is  
August 15th, 4 PM. All photos will be displayed during the open house, and winners in 
the various contest categories will be announced after the 1:30 program. Everyone 
attending the open house will be given a ticket to vote for a favorite.  The photo with 
the most votes will be our People’s Choice winner. We’d love to see your ancestors on 
the display boards! Click here to find contest information: https://rvgslibrary.org/
News.asp?NewsID=219 

 
RVGS 60th Anniversary Celebration—September 15th, 2026 
 
10:00 Open House Begins 
View all entries in Ancestor Photo Contest 
Vote for People’s Choice photo contest winner 
Participate in RVGS Scavenger Hunt for the chance to win a prize 

Prizes awarded in each  
of 14 different catagories 

Link to Photo Contest 

mailto:reception@rvgslibrary.org
http://www.rvgslibrary.org
https://rvgslibrary.org/News.asp?NewsID=219
https://rvgslibrary.org/News.asp?NewsID=219
https://rvgslibrary.org/News.asp?NewsID=219
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• All times listed are Pacific Time Zone. 
• Recorded events will be 

available for 30 days to those 
who registered for the class.  

 

Registration Now Open!  

 
Program and Member Meetings are not held in July and 
August. The next meeting is Tuesday, September 15, 
where we will celebrate our 60th anniversary with an ice 
cream social. 
 
Monday, August 10, 9:30 AM – 11 AM, RVGS Board 
meeting 
All members are 
welcome. Come 
to the library 
side-door and 
ring the doorbell or join us via zoom. The zoom link is 
located on our website: rvgslibrary.org > Membership > 
Member Resources. 
Cost: Free to all. 
 
Tuesday, August 11, 2:30 - 4:00 PM, Family Tree Maker 
Interest Group 
This group is facilitated by Barbara MacMillen. Come 

with any questions about using 
“Family Tree Maker” software. 
They meet on the second 
Tuesday of the month. 
Zoom only. Cost: Free to all. 
 

Wednesday, August 12, 10:30 AM - Noon, Genetic 
Genealogy Interest Group 
Sue Acuff facilitates this interest 
group for everyone interested in 
genetic genealogy. In August we will 
have an open discussion reviewing, 
suggesting, and helping with 
research situations group members 
bring to the meeting. 
Hybrid – Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to 
all. 
 
Wednesday, August 12, 1:30 – 3:00 PM, Great Lakes 
Interest Group 

Kim Thurman facilitates this 
group to discuss genealogy 
research in the Great Lakes 
region. Primary focus will be 
the states of Wisconsin, 

Shop the Book Sale in the foyer 
Peruse the RVGS History Scrapbooks  
Access our Library Resources 
 
1:30 Special Program 
Surprise Program  
Autographs by an Author 
Announcement of Photo Contest Winners  
 
3:00 Ice Cream Social 
Regular, sugar free and dairy 

free ice cream options 
Choose your own toppings 
Enjoy your ice cream with fellow 

genealogy enthusiasts! 
 
 
We can’t wait to see you all—and your ancestors in photo 
form—on September 15th! 
 
RVGS 60th Anniversary Celebration Committee 
Anne Billeter, Dorothy Cotton and Krista Menold 

 
New and Returning Members  
 

New Member: Edwin Marvin, 
Beatriz and Nathan Plumb, and 
Barbara Lorimer. 
Returning Members: Isabeau 
Vollhardt, Janet Thompson, and 
Lora and Jeff Hawk. 

 

CLASSES & EVENTS 

The following RVGS classes and events are offered in a 
variety of ways. We are increasing the number of hybrid 
(in person and via Zoom) events. Please note in the 
event description the ways you can attend. 
 
• Event details are subject to change. Check our 

website for the latest information. If registration is 
not available on the website, please check back. 

• Unless noted otherwise, most classes and events 
require online advanced registration, see the Classes 
& Events menu on our website. Registration closes 
at noon the day before the event unless capacity is 
reached before then. 

• New members to Interest Groups will need to 
register by clicking here to find the interest group of 
your choice.  

• Click here to find Zoom help on our website.  

https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=313
https://rvgslibrary.org/calendar.asp?view=search
https://rvgslibrary.org/
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=244
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=217
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Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, but researchers to 
the north and east along the lakes are welcome as well. 
In August we will discuss emergency preparedness for 
our genealogical research—scanning, storage, and how 
best to prepare for an evacuation. 
Zoom only. Cost: Free to all. 
 
Monday, August 17, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Transcription 
Mission Work Group Interest Group 
Help celebrate America's 
250th anniversary of 
independence by joining the 
citizen archivist mission. We 
are transcribing 
Revolutionary War pension 
files for the NARA/NPS citizen archivist mission. Learn 
how to join this effort. Tell us who you're transcribing. Let 
us know your transcription problems and solutions. 
Hybrid – Zoom AND in person at the library.  
Cost: Free to all. 
 
Wednesday, August 19, 1:30 – 3:00 PM, Roundtable: 
Let’s Talk Genealogy 
 
Let's Talk Genealogy is a roundtable 
discussion, a chance to get together 
with others who share the 
same interests. We start with a 
focused topic and see where the 
conversation goes from there. This month I thought we 
could talk about some of the software programs that 
compliment the online resources like Ancestry and Family 
Search. I’m considering switching from Family Tree Maker 
to Roots Magic and am interested what others are using 
and their successes or stumbling blocks. Bring your 
successes (and not-so-successes), stumbling blocks, 
experiences to share with others, where your 
genealogical research has taken you. Need help with a 
brick wall? Not sure if you have a brick wall? Join us with 
a cup of coffee or glass of wine and "Let's Talk 
Genealogy.” 
Zoom only. Cost: Free to all 
 
Tuesday, August 25, 11:00 AM – Noon, German Interest 
Group 

The emphasis of this 
group is on tools and tips 
for finding and 
researching German 
ancestors and for 
Germans trying to find 
relatives who emigrated. 

In some months, the first part of the meeting may include 
a speaker. This will be followed with an unstructured time 
for questions and mutual support. Jon Wolfe, the 
facilitator for this group, is an American who lives in 
Germany. 
Hybrid – Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to 
all. 
 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
Mark Your Calendars, and see our website for more 
information! 
 

September 15 – RVGS 60th Anniversary Celebration  
 

Monday through Saturday, 
September 28 through  
October 3, Genealogy Week 
Free classes on a variety of topics in the morning with a 
work session in the afternoon.  Click here for more 
information and to register.  
 

Saturday, October 17, 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM, Fall 
Seminar 

 

RVGS Coaching Program  
is ready to help you! 
RVGS is excited to offer our RVGS 
Coaching Program, connecting 
members with 
experienced Research 
Coaches who can help tackle 
challenging genealogy questions. 
During a one-hour session at the 
library, you and your coach will review your research 
problem, discuss what you’ve tried, and plan effective next 
steps using proven research methods. 

To request help, complete a Research Coach Request 
Form on our website under RVGSLibrary.org > Library. 
(https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=332)  
The form is on the members only section. 
We’ll match you with the right coach for your 
question. 

Fall Seminar 

https://rvgslibrary.org/files/GenealogyWeek2026FLYER.pdf
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=332
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=332
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item. Robertson Collins purchased it. Several years later 
he became concerned about wear issues and contacted 
Dora Scheidecker of the Jacksonville Museum Quilters. 
After their conversation he donated the quilt to 
Jacksonville Museum Quilters, who  donated it to RVGS in 
2014.  
 
By 1985 the 60 year-old Craterian theater was outdated 
and in need of serious remodeling. The building was  
donated to Rogue Valley Art Association, the Craterian 
Performance Company was formed, and it convinced over 
600 contributors and organizers to pledge $5.2 million to 
make the restoration possible. In 1996, the renovation 
started to happen. Ginger’s last appearance in  
1993 was urging business leaders and residents to save 
the theater. Immediately following her Appearance, 
$100,000 was raised. After her passing 3000 people 
signed a petition for the Medford City Council to name 
the theater after her. The building was renamed in 1997 
to Craterian Ginger Rogers Theater in her honor. 

 
Quilt Committee Update 
At our last documentation 
day in March, the quilt 
committee members were 
thrilled to be able to 
document two crazy quilts! 
These beautiful family 
heirlooms were finished in about 1898 and the other 
about 1885. There is something special about witnessing 
and documenting the love the quilt makers put into their 
quilts so many, many years ago. 
Quilt historians are not sure of the crazy quilt’s precise 
beginnings, but they do agree that the popularity of these 
one-of-a-kind treasures soared in the last quarter of the 
1800s. They point to the Japanese Pavilion at 
Philadelphia's 1876 Centennial Exposition and the exhibit 
by the Royal School of Needlework as having a direct 
influence on crazy quilt origins in the United States. Crazy 
quilts are an amazing array of colors and fabric. When 
looking at the random patches of a crazy quilt, the 
irregular shapes, haphazard fabrics, and meticulous 
embroidery which compose this beautifully busy work, it 
is easy to understand why the word “crazy” is attached. 
Several times a year the Quilt Committee meets for an all-
day session to document local quilts. Since 2014 the 
group has taken on the mission of helping Jackson County 
residents learn about and appreciate their family 
heirloom quilts. They do not assign a dollar value but will 
provide detailed information about the design, pattern, 
fabric (color and types), and stitching. With as much detail 

QUILT IN THE NICHE:  
GINGER ROGERS CRAZY QUILT 
60 x 73 inches 
Made of 14-1/2 X 10 inch blocks 
 
Virginia Katherine McMath (aka Ginger Rogers) was born 
on July 17, 1911, in Independence, Missouri. She got her 
start as a performer at the early age of 14 in a Texas  
dance competition. Ginger was a versatile Academy-
award winning actress, comedian, singer and dancer who 
lightened the hearts of Depression era America through 
her classically romantic ballroom encounters with Fred 
Astaire. She made 73 movies within four decades  
with successful detours into Broadway, television and 
nightclubs. In 1941 she won an Academy Award for best 
actress in a film “Kitty Foyle”. Ginger married five times. 
Her third marriage (1943) was to Jack Briggs and together 
they purchased a 1,000-acre ranch on the banks of the 
Rogue River in Jackson County, Oregon. They divorced in 
1949. Ginger lived on the ranch on and off during the 
year for the rest of her life. She passed away in 1995, but 
not without making a lasting legacy in our valley. She 
performed in Medford at the G.H. Hunt’s new Craterian 
Theater on April 21, 1925. What began as a four-week 
tour lasted for 24 weeks. 
 
In the 1970s, Ginger’s mother, Lela, donated the quilt 
hanging in the niche to the Rogue Gallery for an auction 
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as the owner of the quilt can provide, the group 
members will also assign a date of construction. 
Photographs and information about the quilt are 
submitted to the National Quilt Index, which now has 
over 100,000 records! The Committee is also eager to 
share conservation methods, i.e., do not store your 
heirloom quilt in a plastic bag! 
Do you have a family heirloom quilt? Would you like to 
have it documented? Fabric won't last forever, but 
documenting and adding information about the quilt will 
preserve it forever in the Quilt Index. Contact the RVGS 
librarians, and they will ask a quilt committee member to 
call you. Or you can send  an email to 
quilts@rvgslibrary.org. The ladies on the quilt committee 
are always ready to see a new treasure and enjoy visitors 
or anyone interested in joining. Come learn with us! 
Next documentation day is August 27th from  
10 AM – 3 PM. 
Be sure to check out our surprise for September! We 
hope you will love it. 
 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Windows in Time: History of St. Mary's in Jacksonville 
from 1865 to today! 
Wednesday, August 5, Noon - 1:00 PM Medford Library: 
In Person Only  
Wednesday, August 12, Noon - 1:00 PM Ashland Library: 
Gresham Room  
 
This lecture will cover the history of St. Mary’s School, 
from its beginnings in Jacksonville in 1865 to its move to 
Medford in 1908 and attempts to shut it down—including 
a famous anti-Catholic law overturned by the Supreme 
Court. Presenter Kevin Keating will showcase the more 
famous alums and sports championships and its revival 
today as a premier school. 
Kevin Keating is a UCLA history alum who has taught 
history at St. Mary's since 2010. He is a local history 
hobbyist and has written a local history book creatively 
titled "Medford." He and his wife Nikki's four kids 
graduated from St. Mary's and have flown the coop. He is 
on the JCLS library board and Medford City Council. 
 

Windows in Time: Fashion Critique and Misogyny in the 
19th Century 
Wednesday, September 2, Noon - 1:00 PM Medford 
Library: Large Meeting Room 
Wednesday, September 9, Noon - 1:00 PM Ashland 
Library: Gresham Room 
 

This talk will examine the 
intersection of fashion, 
satirical illustration, cultural 
biases, and misogyny, and 
how these forces worked 
together to construct our 
modern stereotype of the 
19th-century woman. From 
corsets, hoop skirts and 
bustles, to leg-of-mutton 
sleeves and elaborate 
braided hairdos, there was 
something worthy of 
mockery no matter where 

one looks within the 19th century. Come along with 
speaker Cassidy Hausmann-Mason to learn the truth 
behind the trends and consider whether our ancestors 
were truly so different from us, after all. 
Cassidy Hausmann-Mason has nine years of historical 
tailoring experience and over a decade of antique 
collecting under her belt. She has a deep appreciation for 
all things textile and fashion history, and loves to 
uncover the stories hidden within the clothing of ages 
past. Cassidy is excited to share her wealth knowledge 
and take a critical look at the conversations around 
gender and clothing that were ongoing in the 19th 
century, and the way in which those conversations shape 
our modern ideas of the 19th-century woman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Victorian Days’ Hobbies & Crafts at Jacksonville’s 
Historic Beekman House Museum 
 
Those crafty Victorians! Join Historic Jacksonville, Inc. on 
Saturday, August 15, at the 1870s Cornelius C. Beekman 
House Museum, for a look at Victorian Hobbies and 
Crafts. From 12 noon through 3 pm, costumed docents 

mailto:quilts@rvgslibrary.org
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will lead 1-hour tours highlighting popular 19th Century 
leisure time activities and the Beekmans own hobbies, 
crafts, and collections. Located at 470 E. California 
Street, the Beekman House Museum was home to 
Jacksonville’s wealthiest and most prominent pioneer 
family and remains completely furnished with family 
artifacts. Tours begin every 20 minutes, admission is $10, 
tour size is capped, and reservations are encouraged. 
Reservations and additional information can be found at 
https://www.historicjacksonville.org/victorian-theme-
tours/.  
 

REMOTE OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon  
(in Portland) 
 
Saturday, September 19, 2:30 PM, 
Start Writing: Your Ancestor's 
Legacy Depends Upon YOU!, 
Steven W. Morrison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To some genealogists, "the hunt" is everything. Learn 
how to shift gears and to write a cohesive story about 
your ancestor. Writing helps you refocus your thinking. 
You might even surprise yourself, realizing you’ve 
bagged your ancestor without knowing it!   
Steven W. Morrison is a past-president of the Puget 
Sound Chapter of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists and the Olympia Genealogical Society. He 
attained a Master’s degree from The Evergreen State 
College where he taught for seven years as an adjunct 
faculty. He has published twelve articles in genealogical 
journals, has coordinated several genealogical institute 
courses, and in 2016 received the Scholar Award from 
The American Society of Genealogists. This is an online 
only presentation. 
Click here to register and obtain a Zoom link to this live 
presentation. 
 
Fall Seminar 2026: Mastering German Records, 
Saturday, October 17, 10:00 AM - 5:30 PM  
For more information visit the registration page.  

Register Now! 
For more information on all GFO resources and 
programs visit their website at https://gfo.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SOCIETY NEWS 
 
Bruce Hal McGarvey 

Long-time RVGS volunteer Bruce McGarvey died 12 Jun 
2026 at his home in Medford at the age of 92. He was 
born 10 Sep 1934 to Vernon B. and Olive (Hoover) 
McGarvey in Muncie, Indiana. He leaves his widow, Judy 
(Krueger) McGarvey and three children, Brad, Doug, and 
Jill, and two grandchildren, Ryan and Meaghan. He 
volunteered at the RVGS for many years, including as 
facilitator of the Irish Interest Group, as instigator of Boy 
Scout badge achievements in genealogy, and as an 

https://www.historicjacksonville.org/victorian-theme-tours/
https://www.historicjacksonville.org/victorian-theme-tours/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/t5sc9BLaQHqS77xZMNwhoA
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/t5sc9BLaQHqS77xZMNwhoA
https://gfo.org/learn/fall-seminar-2026.html/event-form/registration-form/115225/tickets
https://gfo.org
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enthusiastic supporter of RVGS’ booth in the Model 
Railroad Show for many years at the Armory and later at 
the Expo. He contributed an eye-catching and 
informative display of his research into railroad ancestors 
to RVGS. He taught classes on land records and the BLM 
website. He participated in RVGS social events, often with 
his wife Judy, who added entertainment to RVGS events 
with her Old Time Fiddlers group. A recent photo of 
Bruce “in costume” will remind his many genealogy 
friends of his open, welcoming, and often humorous 
demeanor. Bruce will be greatly missed. Here is the link 
to his full obituary:  
https://www.roguevalleycremation.com 
/obituaries/bruce-mcgarvey. 
 

August 1 2026 BottleDrop Blue Bag 
Recycle Program Update 
Bottle and Can Collections for June totaled $156.80; our 
RVGS total for the first six months of 2026 is $940.54. 
RVGS Bottle collections for this year are averaging 
$156.75 per month so please keep up the good work!! 

Our collection bags are located inside the front double 
doors just to the right of the entryway. Those bags have 
the RVGS sticker attached so that the donation bag is 
already marked to register the donation to RVGS. 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO CONTINUE TO CONTRIBUTE!! 
And to those interested in helping, follow the directions 
below and help to increase contributions to RVGS. 

When you have a bag filled just drop the bag back at the 
library and we will deliver it to the Redemption Center. 
You can also leave the Blue Bags with the official RVGS 
Bag Tag at a local Bottle Drop location, if it is more 
convenient. 

Either way, when you fill a Blue Bag for the Oregon 
BottleDrop you are giving the Rogue Valley Genealogical 
Society a little financial boost. Donate those 10-cent 
recyclable bottles (cans, glass, and plastic) and support 
your Rogue Valley Genealogical Society. 

It’s so Easy! Thank you for supporting RVGS! 

 

Help RVGS Grow— By Just Shopping! 
Did you know your Fred Meyer Rewards Card can help 
support RVGS? 

When you link your Rewards Card to Rogue Valley 
Genealogical Society, Fred Meyer contributes a portion of 
your eligible purchases to our organization — with no 
added cost to you. 

Link your Rewards Card at                                                   
https://www.fredmeyer.com/i/community/community-
rewards 

Thank you for supporting RVGS through your everyday 
shopping at Fred Meyer! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

WE NEED YOUR HELP -  
BECOME AN RVGS VOLUNTEER! 
 
This summer is stretching our current volunteers. We 
have lost more librarians to moves, health issues, family 
matters, or, happily, going on long-term vacations. 
We have reached a point where we desperately need 
members to step up and join our volunteer library staff. 
We are seriously looking at decreasing our hours simply 
because we do not have enough member-volunteers 
willing to staff our 3-hour shifts. 
Will you help us? 
We also need people willing to help our lead Zoom Hosts 
monitor our hybrid meetings. You do not need the 
computer skills that your grandkids have, just a 
willingness to count heads and check the chat box for 
attendee questions. We all find these hybrid (Zoom) 
meetings and classes convenient. Without assistance, we 
may not be able to offer as many of them. Please 

https://www.roguevalleycremation.com/obituaries/bruce-mcgarvey
https://www.roguevalleycremation.com/obituaries/bruce-mcgarvey
https://www.fredmeyer.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.fredmeyer.com/i/community/community-rewards
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Outreach Event Helpers Wanted 
RVGS is planning ahead! 
We've already participated in 
several outreach events this 
year, with more on the 
calendar. To make these 
events successful, we're 
building a team of members 
who enjoy meeting the public, 
sharing what makes RVGS 
special, and, when 
appropriate, helping visitors with simple genealogy 
questions. 
Could you be one of our Outreach Event Helpers? 
Volunteering during this September’s Genealogy Week 
gives you a chance to help new members and learn new 
research techniques while attending the classes. Our 
community events are a fun way to represent RVGS. We 
just participated in the Jackson County Fair and the 
Southern Oregon Historical Society’s Antique Car Show is 
coming up soon. The SOHS Harvest Festival is also right 
around the corner. OLLI classes in the spring need 
volunteers for the once a week help sessions. 
The Access Fair is another popular event where there's 
always plenty to see and do. Genealogy Roadshows are 
also becoming a favorite, giving our experienced research 
volunteers an opportunity to share their knowledge. 
New opportunities come up throughout the year, and 
we'd love to have a list of members ready to help. Joining 
our Outreach Staffing List doesn't commit you to every 
event—you choose the opportunities that fit your 
schedule and interests. To learn more or add your name 
to the list, contact volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org. 
 
 

Librarians Needed  
Help Keep Our Library Open for 
Everyone! 
Have you ever wondered what 
keeps the RVGS Library running 
each day? Our volunteer 
librarians are the friendly faces 
who open the doors, greet visitors, answer phones, assist 
researchers, respond to emails, and make sure everything 
is ready for the next day. Simply put, without our 
librarians, the library couldn't serve our members and 
community. 
Right now, we need more volunteers to help maintain 
our current library hours. Would you consider joining our 
team? 
As an RVGS Librarian, you'll welcome visitors, assist 

volunteer for this once every month-or-two task. 
Whether you only have a few hours each month or two, 
or are available for a regular schedule, there’s a role that 
will fit your interests and talents: 
 
Current Volunteer Opportunities 
• Indexers – Local records need to be made searchable 

in our database. Will you help? 
• Scanning Project Help – Help preserve our past 

members’ genealogy research and give us back our 
meeting room space. 

• Outreach Event Staff – a fun way to meet people while 
telling them about RVGS 

• Librarians – Let’s keep our library hours convenient for 
everyone! 

• Education Committee Members – Have a say in what 
educational opportunities the society offers to its 
members. 

• Special Interest Group (SIG) Coordinator – This is your 
chance to develop, coordinate, and enhance our 
Interest Group Program. 

• Research Coaches – Where do you spend most of your 
time researching? Are you willing to share your tips 
with someone who needs help there? 

• Zoom Hosts & Co-Hosts – Let’s keep being able to offer 
hybrid meetings and classes. 

• Genies – One of the most satisfying jobs at RVGS. Help 
new members find their way around the library and its 
resources. 

• Ashland Chamber of Commerce Greeters / RVGS 
Representative – This is an hour-long commitment 
once every month or two, attending the Ashland 
Chamber meeting and keeping them up to date on 
what is happening at RVGS. 

• Finance Director – Join the RVGS Board and help keep 
us on solid financial footing. 

• Rogue Digger article writers – Share you most exciting 
genealogical find or technique with your fellow society 
members 

• e-News article writers – Let our members know what 
you discovered in the library or what activity you are 
involved with. 

 
If one of these roles sparks your interest — or you’d 
simply like to learn more — Read more details on our 
website: rvgslibrary.org > Support Us > Volunteers 
Needed 
If you are ready to jump right in, complete our volunteer 
application. Volunteer Application: rvgslibrary.org > 
Support Us > Volunteer Application 
We want to match your skills, curiosity, and passion with 
opportunities that help RVGS thrive. 

mailto:volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org.
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=35
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=192


 

The RVGS eNews August 2026 Page 9 

We typically offer only two hybrid classes each month, so 
the time commitment is minimal and can easily be done 
from home. 
By helping organize our Zoom Host schedule, you'll play 
an important role in keeping our hybrid classes available 
to members who can't always attend in person. 
If you're organized, enjoy working with fellow volunteers, 
and would like to support RVGS educational programs 
behind the scenes, we'd love to hear from you! 
Interested? Contact: volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org. 

Introducing our New Benefit for RVGS 
Volunteers! 
 
RVGS volunteers are the heart of our library, programs, 
and events. To thank them for their service, RVGS has 
partnered with the Retired Senior Volunteer Program 
(RSVP) of Jackson County. 
Eligible volunteers age 55 and older can receive valuable 
benefits while continuing the volunteer work they 
already enjoy, including: 
• Mileage reimbursement for travel to and from 

approved RVGS activities (currently 50¢ per mile, up to 
$50 per month) 

• Supplemental accident insurance while volunteering 
and traveling to and from RVGS activities 

• Volunteer recognition and appreciation through RSVP 
 
Getting Started Is Easy 
Simply complete a short RSVP application, continue 
tracking your volunteer hours, record your mileage, and 
submit the monthly volunteer hours and mileage form. 
Even volunteers who live outside Jackson County may 
qualify. 
This partnership is our way of saying thank you to our 
dedicated volunteers, while making volunteering even 
more rewarding. We also hope these benefits encourage 
more members to become volunteers. 
The RSVP application is available on our website under 
RSVP Volunteer 
Program. For more 
information or to 
receive the application 
and monthly reporting 
form, contact: 
volunteer 
@rvgslibrary.org. 

 
 

patrons, and help fellow researchers discover the library's 
many resources. Along the way, you'll strengthen your 
own genealogy skills while enjoying the camaraderie of a 
friendly, supportive group of volunteers. 
No experience? No problem! We provide training and pair 
every new librarian with an experienced volunteer, so 
you'll always have guidance and support. 
 
A Flexible Commitment 
• Volunteer two or more 3-hour shifts each month—

choose what works best for your schedule. 
• Select either a 10:00 AM–1:00 PM or 1:00–4:00 PM 

shift. 
• Prefer one full day? Work both shifts on the same day 

with a lunch break in between. 
 
Current Openings 
• 2nd Mondays: 9:45 AM–1:00 PM 
• 1st & 3rd Tuesdays: 1:00–4:15 PM 
• 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursdays: 9:45 AM-1:00 PM 
• 5th Thursdays: 1:00–4:15 PM 
• 5th Fridays: 9:45 AM-1:00 PM AND 1:00–4:15 PM  
    (work both shifts and fulfill your monthly commitment.) 
• 1st, 3rd & 5th Saturdays: 1:00–4:15 PM 
• 4th Saturdays: 9:45 AM–1:00 PM 
 
Help others discover their family history while continuing 
your own genealogical journey. We'd love to welcome you 
to the librarian team! Interested? Contact: 
volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org today! 
 

Zoom Host Scheduling Coordinator 
Needed 
Help Keep Our Hybrid Classes Running! 
RVGS is looking for a volunteer to coordinate scheduling 
for our Zoom Hosts. It's an easy way to make a big 
difference! 
As the Zoom Host Scheduling Coordinator, you'll contact 
our volunteer Zoom hosts and match them with upcoming 
classes, making sure each class has one or two hosts 
assigned. You'll also let the class facilitator know who will 
be assisting. 

mailto:volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org.
mailto:volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org.
mailto:volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org.
mailto:volunteer@RVGSlibrary.org.
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MEMBER SHARING 
 
By Rene Forncrook 
Recently, Anne Billeter gave me a 
project involving research to find 
possible family members for 7 
diaries and a few photos.  I found 
very few names other than Chander & Helena Wright, so 
I started with them.  I found a couple of emails through 
FamilySearch but received no response or “don’t know 
them”.  So off I went to RVGS to search Ancestry Library 
Edition.  I found three different names of people who 
had posted on Ancestry.  Kind of helpful but you can’t 
contact them via Ancestry Library Edition.  So, I decided 
to write down each name, go home and check 
Facebook.  One of the names was unusual, so I went 
with that first.  I sent a message explaining why I was 
contacting her………….guess what……………she responded 
within hours saying, “Wow!!  Chander was my Great 
Uncle.  I would be so happy to have those things.  Thank 
you so much!!  I have dreamt of something like this 
happening (I’m a genealogist).  My cousins will be so 
excited as well!!”  It made my day.  I will  ship the diaries 
and photos to her in Myrtle Creek.  

 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
36 New Books Added 
to RVGS Library 
Fourteen books about California 
with a focus on the Gold Rush, 
Plumas County and nearby counties, plus a three-volume 
History of the Greater San Francisco Bay Region by 
Lawrence Kinnard (979.461 H388 Kin) have been added. 
Eight family histories have strengthened surname 
research resources (Atwood, Hoadley, Johnson-Yule, 
Reed, Shackleton, Strother, Wiatt, and Wyatt) (929.2 
surname). Take special note of the two by Jeanne 
Hoadley, they are not only beautiful and detailed, they 
draw the reader into the stories. For German 
researchers the Mary Robsman Memorial Fund 
purchased a two-volume German foreign language index 
of place names: Deutsch-Fremdsprachiges 
Ortsnamenverzeichnis (943 A101 Deu). Click here for the 
complete list. 

 
 
 
 
 

New Periodicals on the Shelf 

National Genealogical Society Quarterly 
Circ 929.05 NGSQ v.114(2) June 2026 
Naming patterns and family associates 
link Thomas Beverly Royston to his 
Georgia roots; An identity for Dorothy, 
wife of Nathan Thomson of Peru MA, 
and her matriarchal Mayflower line; 
Tracing the many residences of 
Sebastian Post – PA, MD, CO, CA; 
Unearthing the migration of Benjamin 
Williams from NC to KY.  
 
Family Tree Magazine 

Circ 929.1 FTM v.22(4) July-August 
2026 
About Scribe AI and other tools from 
MyHeritage; Heritage tattoos; 101 best 
genealogy websites for 2026; Ethnicity 
estimates and Ancestry.com updated 
DNA results; New AI tools at the big 
genealogy websites; the 1930 US 
census; Whole-genome sequencing; 

Publication hunting with Newspaper Finder; Preserving 
old maps.  Research guides for Rhode Island and Texas. 
Cheat Sheet : Land records – finding and understanding 
deeds, patents and more. 
 
Oregon Historical Quarterly, Oregon Historical Society 
Circ 979.5 P273 OHQ v.127(2) Summer 
2026 
“Histories for the future.”  In good 
historical company – Safety, community 
and resistance in Oregon history; 
Recentering the hinterland – How I use 
Oregon history to challenge American 
Exceptionalism in the classroom; 
Recovering Western Oregon tribal 
history – a conversation with David G Lewis 
(Confederated tribes of Grand Ronde); Dancing with 
Oregon’s pioneers – George Washington Plaster and 
Clara May (Lowry) Plaster; Armor of place – Elk’s part in 
the making of an American Oregon. 

 
Southern Oregon Historical Society 
Quarterly: Making History Together 
Circ 979.527 P273 SOHSQ  Summer 
2026 
“Why did she do it? – artist Regina 
Dorland Robinson’s suicide; [former 
slave] Harriet Johnston’s journey to 

https://rvgslibrary.org/Files/NewBooks_Jul2026.pdf
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• They Laughed Too by Edna A. Mintonye, 1968. $15.00 

• ‘Twas Many Years Since: 100 Years in the Waverley Area 1847-1947 by Elizabeth F. Dimon, 1981. $5.00 

• The Handybook for Genealogists: United States of America (10th Edition) by George B. Everton, 2002. $4.00 

• An Annotated Digest of Will Book A, Guilford County, North Carolina 1771-May Court 1816 by Jane Smith Hill, 

2005. $15.00 

• Abstracts of the Records of the Society of Friends in Indiana Index, Volume VII by Willard Heiss, 1977. $10.00 

• North Carolina Genealogical Society Journal Volume XIII, No. 4 November 1987 edited by Raymond A. Winslow 

Jr., 1987. $4.00 

Surplus Sale Books for August 2026 
Price does not include shipping costs.  

A minimum book order of $5.00 is required for shipping. 
For more inventory, we also sell on AbeBooks (www.abebooks.com). 

Prices are based on 50% of the lowest price found online.  If you find a lower price and would like to 
make an offer, send a request to booksales@rvgslibrary.org 

Jacksonville; Trials of Dr. DA Covert [Phoenix]; What’s in a 
name?  Rockfellow Gulch and Rockfellow Ridge. 
 

Website News 
 

America 250-Ohio Presents 

the Revolutionary War Veteran 
Graves Project 
 
Over the past year, Public Researchers have traveled 
across Ohio. Walking cemeteries, exploring back roads, 
and documenting the gravesites of Revolutionary War 
veterans. In that time, more than 570 volunteers helped 
record over 4,300 gravesites and 1,400 cemeteries, 
capturing over 8,000 photographs in the process. 
This past Memorial Day marked the close of formal 
gravesite and cemetery data collection for the 
Revolutionary War Veteran Graves Project. 
Since then, our partners at Terracon Consultants, Inc. 
have been carefully reviewing submissions, verifying 
photographs, merging duplicate entries, and 
standardizing records to ensure the dataset is as 

accurate, consistent, and useful as possible. 
To use the database, zoom in to reveal the locations and 
names of veterans and the cemeteries that they rest in. 
Use the search bar to quickly navigate to a cemetery, city, 
or other known location. Or search for a veteran by their 
last name to see if their grave marker has been collected. 
 
Ohio's Revolutionary War Veteran Graves Interactive 
Project Results Dashboard  

https://www.abebooks.com/
mailto:booksales@rvgslibrary.org
https://ohpo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/6c0513ba52704005b71e1783a00be8f0
https://ohpo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/6c0513ba52704005b71e1783a00be8f0
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Rogue Valley  
Genealogical Society 

Board of Directors 

President: Frank Marksman       
Vice Pres.: Meghan Thompson 
Secretary: Cathy Ullrich 
Treasurer: Valerie Sanders 
Trustee: Rosalind Lyne 
Past President: Kim Thurman 
 
Membership Director:  
Loretta Barker 
Education Director:  
Jeanne Hoadley  
Volunteer Director:  
Ann Baracker 
Technology and Data 
Management Director:  
Rich Miles 
Library Director: Anne Billeter 
 
 

RVGS Membership 
Membership is available to all 
interested persons. 
Membership privileges include:  

• Free use of library 

• Volunteer opportunities 

• Reduced fees for 
genealogy classes and 
seminars 

• Check out of materials 

• Free access to subscription 
websites 

• Society publications 

• Interest groups 

• Free coaching 

• Access to members-only 
web content 

 
Visit our website at 

rvgslibrary.org to join today. 
 

The RVGS eNews 
Editor: Pamela Olsen 

Submissions due 20th of Month to 

 enews@rvgslibrary.org 

The Rogue Valley Genealogical 
Society is a 501 (c)(3) 

charitable organization,  
tax identification number: 

93-0684590. 

Join a Special Interest Group Today 

The Rogue Valley Genealogical Society sponsors a 
variety of virtual and hybrid interest groups each 
month. Members and patrons with a common interest 
gather to share information and strategies, and to 
help each other with troubleshooting. Interest groups 
are free to attend. For more information and to 
register for any of the following groups and receive 
the meeting Zoom link, click here. 

 
Family Tree Maker User Group  
Led by Barbara MacMillen, it meets from 2:30 - 4:00 PM on the second Tuesday of every 
month to discuss the Family Tree Maker software program.  
 
Genetic Genealogy Interest Group  
Led by Sue Acuff it meets on the second Wednesday of the month from 10:30 AM - 
Noon.  This group is for everyone interested in genetic genealogy.  
 
German Interest Group (GIG)  
Led by Jon Wolfe, based in Germany.  This group meets the fourth Tuesday of the month, 
11 :00 AM—Noon.  
 
Great Lakes Interest Group—Joint RVGS & GFO Group 
Led by Kim Thurman,  it meets from 1:30 - 3:00 PM every even numbered month on the 
second Wednesday. The group meets to share, discuss, and learn about the Great Lakes 
states. 
 
Let’s Talk Genealogy 
Led by Rich Cunningham on the third Wednesday of every month, from 1:30 - 3:00 PM via 
zoom, this is a roundtable discussion. Each month starts with a focus topic and sees where 
the conversation goes from there.  This is a place to share successes (and not-so-
successes), stumbling blocks, brick walls, and genealogical experiences.  
 
Transcription Mission Work Group 
This group meets the third Monday of the month, 1:30 - 3 PM at the RVGS Library and 
by Zoom. We are transcribing Revolutionary War pension records for the NARA/NPS 
citizen archivist mission.   

 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon (GFO) Special Interest Groups 
Are we missing a Special Interest Group that you'd love to join? You may wish to check the 
available FREE offerings from GFO here. 

 
 

• African American 
• AI in Genealogy 
• British 
• DNA Advanced 
• DNA Q & A 
• French Canada 
• Genealogical  Problem 

Solvers 

• German Group 
• Irish Group 
• Italian Group 
• Learn & Chat 
• Pacific Northwest 
• The Q Review 
• RootsMagic 
• Virginia Group 
• The Writers’ Room 

https://www.rvgslibrary.org
mailto:enews@rvgslibrary.org?subject=RVGS%20eNews
https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=244
https://gfo.org/learn/special-interest-groups/
https://gfo.org/learn/special-interest-groups/
mailto:irish@gfo.org
mailto:italian@gfo.org
mailto:learnandchat@gfo.org
mailto:qreview@gfo.org
mailto:rootsmagic@gfo.org
mailto:virginia@gfo.org
mailto:writers@gfo.org

