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 Let me introduce you to my long lost half-brother, Fre-
derick Hayes Williamson. I knew he existed as I had inherited a 
couple of pictures from an aunt who had passed away in the year 
2000.  Until then I didn’t know I had a half-brother and all my 
family members who could give me any information had passed 
away. 

 My mother and father were married 8/24/1924 and I 
was born 8/7/1925.  My parents separated when I was a baby 
and my paternal grandparents raised me, My mothered entered a 
tuberculosis hospital in Houston,Texas, where she died 
6/20/1932. 

 My father moved around a lot, working as an auto me-
chanic.  He owned several gas stations along the Highway 66 route from Winslow, Arizona to California.  He ended 
up in Searchlight, Nevada joining his brother who also was an auto mechanic and worked there until the Boulder 
Dam was constructed, then he moved to Boulder City and worked in the generator room area helping with installing 
and setting up the big generators . 

 He would visit my grandparents and me periodically and on occasion I 
would spend a few weeks with him.  On one of these occasions his aunt was 
managing a motel in Blythe, California. 

 In 1941, my grandmother sent me to Maywood, California, to live 
with another aunt and her family. My father was living with them at that time, 
so I spent my freshman year going to school in Bell, a community near May-
wood. My father took me to visit a woman named Ruth Miller, whom he was 
dating.  He told me he planned to marry her. I only met her once.  As it turned 

out later, I learned this was my half-brother 
Fred’s mother. 

 My father died from carbon monoxide 
poisoning  February 2, 1941.  He was discov-
ered in a motel in Downey, California having 
died on the floor trying to reach the door.  I 
moved back to live with my grandmother and 
finished high school in Winslow, Arizona. 

 Fast Forward.  The year is 2010.  After 
many moves and career changes, plus a couple of marriages, my latest move brought 
me to Central Point, Oregon. My husband, Evan, and I moved to Central Point from 
Bend just before Thanksgiving, 1999. In the process of getting settled in the area, we 
joined the Rogue Valley Genealogical Society as I was interested in learning about my 
ancestors. 

 

Miracles Do Happen 
By Dorothy Pruitt 

Dorothy and her father, Fred Hayes 
Sr., ca. 1938 

Dorothy and her half-brother Fred Jr., 2010 

Fred Hayes Sr. and Fred Hayes Jr. 
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 On July 28th I went to Ancestry.com to research some information and up popped the heading for the Hayes 
Family Tree and the Capstick family, which is my grandmother’s maiden name. Hayes is my maiden name. I sent a 
comment to the owner of the tree identifying myself as the granddaughter of Margaret Capstick Hayes. 

 A couple of hours later, I received a response from the owner, who told me she was researching the family 
for her ex-husband and his children.  His father's name was Frederick Capstick Hayes, who had  died of carbon mon-
oxide poisoning February 2, 1941 and had never married her ex-husband's mother.  

 Frederick was put up for adoption at age three. There had been two attempts to adopt him that were unsuc-
cessful; he was raised by a foster family. Needless to say, the alarm bells went off big time and I felt I had hit the 
―Mother Lode‖ since I had two pictures of the little boy alone and one with my father. On the back of the pictures 
was a note ―Fred Hayes Jr., Dorothy’s half-brother.‖  The date on the pictures was 1938. The landscape in one pic-
ture reminded me of the area where my aunt had lived in Blythe and managed a local motel. 

 I asked my correspondent for a birth date and place where he was born and also had he ever lived in Blythe 
as a little boy. She replied that he was born 6/4/1938 in Boulder City, Nevada, and, yes, he had lived in Blythe for a 
time. BINGO!!  I had wondered about this little boy, but hadn’t had any luck finding him in my research and those 
who could answer any questions were long gone.  

 After many emails, a few telephone conversations, and an exchange of pictures, we finally were able to get 
together.  On November 8th my brother Frederick Hayes Williamson flew to Medford from St. Louis and we had 
our reunion—five wonderful days covering the 69 years we had missed each other—sharing pictures and family his-
tory he didn’t know about.  

 We did take time out to tour Jacksonville and the beautiful Union Creek and Crater Lake area.  We included 
a little Crater Lake snow for good measure. Fred returned to St. Louis on November 13th and the wonderful com-
munication continues. 

—Dorothy Hayes Pruitt  January 27, 2011 

 

 

 

Dorothy and Fred Jr., reunited at the Rogue Valley International Airport 
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 Genealogists searching for Jackson County ancestors at the Jackson County 
Genealogy Library may find an examination of early postal records helpful in un-
covering ancestors. They may also find some interesting stories about how Jackson 
County was settled. 

 The fur trappers, packers and miners were the first to explore Jackson 
County.  Their exploration opened up the area and other pioneers soon follow. 
Miners who didn’t find gold or who tired of the search realized that their fortune 

would be made providing goods and services to the miners, so they became businessmen.  Others who lost interest in 
mining turned to farming and cattle ranching.  Settlements began to spring up as these pioneers brought their families 
to the area.  With families came the need to establish schools, stores and, of course, post offices.  The post office was 
a vital link to staying in contact with the families that were left behind. 

 By looking at these early post offices, we can document the existence of early settlements that are now just 
memories.  The granting of a postal permit gave legitimacy to these settlements.  In most cases, establishing a post 
office was as simple as submitting a petition to the federal government with a name for the office and five signatures of 
residents in the area. Little did these early pioneers know what confusion would come later when, for the conven-
ience of getting their mail, they would choose a name and establish a post office.  Most of these early post offices were 
in homes and it was not unusual to move them down the road or across the field and change the name.  An examina-
tion of records shows that 86 or more different post offices operated at one time or another in Jackson County 

 Post office names were selected for various reasons but most often it was to honor an early pioneer of the 
area, an outstanding citizen, the first postmaster, or a relative of the first postmaster.  These records not only provide 
researchers with an interesting story regarding the selection of the name, but also provide a list of the postmasters for 
the duration of its existence.  This information yields valuable clues to researchers seeking ancestors in Jackson 
County.   Many of these post office names will be recognized as the names of prominent early settlers of the area.  For 
example: Alcoe (early pioneer), Applegate (Lindsay Applegate)  Barron (Hugh Barron), Beagle (William T. Bea-
gle), Bolt (John Bolt),  Brownsboro (Henry R. Brown), Cameron (Theodoric Cameron, also see Uniontown), 
Colestin (Byron Cole), Derby (William H. Derby), Deskins (Harvey 
P. Deskins, later Prospect), Deter (David M. Deter), Draper (Silas 
Draper), Dudley (C.J. Dudley), Herling (Herling family), Etna (after 
the niece of postmaster) Hunts (Arthur F. Hunt), Kubli (Kasper J. Ku-
bli), Leeds (W.H. Leeds), Peyton (early pioneer), Pursel (C.C 
Purcsel), Ruch (C.M. Ruch),  Steinman (Ben Steinman), Sterlingville 
(James Sterling), Talent (A.P. Talent), Ulvstad (Martin Ulvstad),  
Watkins (Mark Watkins), Whelpley (Thomas H. Whelpley), Wimer 
(William Wimer), Woodville (John Woods, later Rogue River) and 
Wright (Nicholas B. Wright). 

  

 

 

EARLY JACKSON COUNTY POST OFFICES 
By Charleen Brown 

Buncom Ghost Town Post Office 
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 Other post offices were named for natural features of the area they served.  These include Agate (for the 
minerals), Asbestos (for the abundance of fire proofing material), Big Butte (for the mountain called ―Snowy 
Butte,‖ later named Mt. McLoughlin), Butte Falls (for the falls on Big Butte Creek), Copper (for the ore mined at 
the Blue Ledge Mine), Gold Hill (for gold mining in the area), Lilyglen (for the flowers that bloomed profusely 
nearby), Rock Point (for rocky bluffs on the Rogue river), Shady Cove (for a cove on the Rogue river), Soda 
Springs (for mineral water), Table Rock (for the mesa nearby), Trail (for a well traveled Indian trail), and Wil-
low Springs (for willows on the banks). 

 Most, but not all, of these early Post Offices and settlements have long since faded away for various reasons.  
The stories describing the rise and fall of many of these settlements are as varied as their names and locations. 

 Barron was the first stage stop south of Ashland.  It was also known as the ―Mountain House,‖ and had 15 rooms 
which could easily accommodate overnight guests. When trains replaced the stage coaches, Barron began to decline 
and was discontinued in 1910. 

 Colestin, Three miles south of the Siskiyou summit and Soda Springs, on Emigrant Creek, flourished as popu-
lar resorts boasting the healing powers of their mineral springs.  Both bottled and shipped water to other cities. Soda 
Springs closed in 191, but Colestin continued to operate until 1943 when the trains disappeared and vacationers quit 
coming. 

 Beagle, just south of Upper Table Rock, was destroyed in 1942 when the government purchased all the property 
from the Beagle residents to develop Camp White.  The homes, businesses, school, post office, barns and fences were 
all bulldozed to build a military training ground.  At the Antioch Cemetery, the Army laid the stones face down and 
buried the entire cemetery six feet under.  This protected the cemetery through the years of mortars and maneuvers 
until, in 1949, the Army hauled the dirt away, put the stones back in place and polished them clean. 

 Copper (on the Applegate River), Leeds, and Peyton (on the upper Rogue River), went to watery graves at 
thebottom of Applegate and Lost Creek Lakes. 

 

 Other settlements disappeared because of name changes. Included in this list are Deskins, which became 
Prospect, and Woodville, which became Rogue River.  Both are still in existence under their new names.  Willow 
Springs was not so fortunate.  There was a Willow Springs Post Office from 1864 until 1886, when Cleophas C. 
Ragsdale felt that the name was too commonplace, so he petitioned to have it changed.  One story is that he wanted 
to rename it Yolo for his home county in California, but his handwriting was so poor that the Y was mistaken for a T 
and thus the town ended up named Tolo.  Tolo was discontinued in 1918. 

  

 This has been a brief examination of how and why the names for some of the post offices in Jackson County 
were chosen by our ancestors.    See the book Oregon Geographic Names by Lewis A. McArthur (available at Jackson 
County Genealogy Library or any Jackson County Branch Library) for more information on these and other early set-
tlements in Jackson County.  For information about other Jackson County place names go to http://
www.rvgslibrary.org/Land/PlaceNames.html. 

http://www.rvgslibrary.org/Land/PlaceNames.html
http://www.rvgslibrary.org/Land/PlaceNames.html


 

 

PAGE 6 VOLUME 46, NO. 1 

Finding Jackson County, Oregon, Probate Records or Estate Files:  

Part I—Learning the Lingo 

By Melinda D. Henningfield 

 

 There are incredible rewards for the genealogist who understands probate records. Probate records are cre-

ated by individuals who write wills and other documents (such as inventories or receipts), by lawyers, and by 

judges. The latter two groups can make the records much more confusing. Professions often use their own lingo 

and the legal profession is no exception. It is not possible to find and understand probate records until the language 

within probate or estate filings is understood.  

     Probate records or estate files are legal records used for settling an estate after the death of its owner. If a 

valid will was left, the person died testate. A will bequeaths real property and a testament bequeaths personal prop-

erty. This is the reason a will often begins with the phrase “last will and testament.” If a valid will was not left, the 

person died intestate. The genealogical value of probate records lies mainly in the statement of relationships within 

the records. Both testate and intestate probate records contain information about family relationships. Females are 

often difficult to trace. Probate records may give evidence to the maiden name of a female. The married name of a 

daughter or granddaughter may be revealed, as well as the name of their spouse. The date of marriage may then be 

narrowed to the time before the will was written. If a daughter or son was deceased at the time a will was written 

and her/his children named, the daughter or son’s death date can be narrowed to a time before the will was written. 

Probate records may also contain the names of neighbors, friends, associates, and even the creditors/debtors of the 

deceased.  

 Some of the most commonly used terms found in probate or estate records are defined below. More infor-

mative definitions can be found in Black’s Law Dictionary (many versions) or online in Bouvier’s Law Dictionary, 

1856 at http://www.constitution.org/bouv/bouvier.htm. 

     TERM DEFINITION 

Account A report given to the court concerning an estate and its management or settlement. 

A guardian, executor, or an administrator of an estate is required to make a periodic 

report. 

Administration Collecting, managing, and distributing an estate by the correct legal process. 

Administration 

bond 

A bond guaranteeing the proper administration of the estate and posted by the ad-

ministrator of an estate. This bond requires sureties. 

Administrator/ 

Administratrix 

A person designated by the court to administer an estate. The appointment by the 

court may mean the estate is intestate (no valid will) or that the executor named by 

the deceased cannot fulfill his functions (testate–there may be a valid will). An ad-

ministrator is a man and an administratrix is a woman. 

Appraiser A court appointee who evaluates the value of an estate and makes a report. 

Assignment A document which transfers the interest one has (the assignor) in property to an-

©2011, Melinda D. Henningfield is the Education Director of the Rogue Valley Genealogical Society. 
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TERM DEFINITION 

Attest To affirm with your signature that a document is genuine. 

Attorney A person authorized to act in place of another. 

Beneficiary A person who receives benefit from the will. 

Bequeath To give by will personal property. 

Bequest To gift personal property by will. 

Bond Written evidence of the obligation of the executor, administrator or guardian to ad-

minister the estate. A sum of money is a penalty if certain legal duties are not per-

formed as required. Two or more bondsmen or sureties are required. The bondsmen 

are often relatives of the administrator or the executor. 

Caveat A notice to suspend a legal proceeding until an interested party is heard. 

Codicil An addition or change to a will that may change the provisions in the original will. 

Consideration The price in a contract. 

Contest To oppose or dispute a will. 

Conveyance The document which transfers real property (a deed). 

Cotenancy Joint ownership of land. 

Decedent A deceased person. 

Decree of distribu-

tion 

The final document produced in the administration of an estate that transfers the 

decedent’s property to the heirs. It is sometimes known as a division or a distribu-

tion. 

Devise A gift by will of real property. (A devisor gifts the property and a devisee receives 

the property). 

Docket A list of cases brought in front of a court. 

Domicile A person’s permanent home. 

Effects Personal or real property. 

Escheat Property reverts to the state when there are no heirs to receive it. 

Estate All of a person’s property. 

Et uxor And his wife, often written as et ux. 

Executor/ A person named by the deceased in his will to carry out the terms of the will. An 

Fiduciary A person who takes a position of trust on another’s behalf. 

Finding aid A document used to locate specific records. 

Goods Personal property. 

Guardian A person with the rights and responsibility to manage the rights and property of 

another. The person needing a guardian may be a minor or one incapable of manag-

ing his own affairs. The guardian is chosen by the child if he is over fourteen, or 

appointed by the court if he is under fourteen. 

Heir A person who inherits through legal means after the death of another person 

(usually his ancestor and the estate is intestate). 
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 TERM DEFINITION 

Hereditament Anything that can be inherited. 

Holographic will A will written in the testator’s own handwriting. 

Imprimis First of all. 

Infant Executor/Executrix 

Instrument A legal document. 

Intermarriage An indication that the marriage of two people was by mutual agreement. 

Intestate A person who dies without a valid will. 

Inventory A detailed list of all the property of the decedent. The valuation of the property is 

called the appraisal. The inventory and appraisal are usually done by three disinter-

ested people appointed by the court. 

Issue All lineal descendants from a common ancestor. 

Item Used to mark the beginning of a new paragraph or division in a will. 

Late Existing in the past. 

Legacy The equivalent of bequest. To gift personal property by will. The legacy is given by 

the legator and received by the legatee. 

Letters of admini-

stration 
The document appointing the administrator of an intestate estate. 

Letters of guardi-

anship 
The document approving the appointment of a guardian. 

Letters testamen-

tary 
The document authorizing an executor of a testate estate. 

Lineal That which is in a line such as parent to child. 

Majority Full legal age. 

Moiety Half of anything or an equal share of anything. 

Moveable estate Personal estate. 

Natural affection Affection between near relatives. 

Natural heirs Heirs by blood. 

Next-of-kin The closest blood relative 

Nuncupative will A will dictated by the testator. Usually the will must be witnessed by two or three 

persons and they must write the will down within a limited time (often two to three 

Orphan A minor who has lost on or both of his/her parents 

Partition The dividing of real property among all cotenants. 

Per Stirpes A division of an estate so that the grandchildren of the decedent will inherit and 

divide only the share to which their deceased parent would have been entitled had 

he lived. 

Personalty Any personal or movable property, also known as personal property. 

Petition A written application to the court requesting some type of action. In probate court it 

may be an application to the court by an interested party to grant letters of admini-

stration or by the named executor in a will to be granted letters testamentary. 

Probate The process of proving a will, but more generally indicates all matters over which a 
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Probate court A court that has jurisdiction over the probate of wills, the granting and supervision 

of administration and the settlement of estates. 

Progeny Descendants of a common ancestor. 

Realty Any real property such as land and the houses or buildings on that land. 

Receipt A written acknowledgement that something has been received. 

Release The conveyance of one person’s interest to another person. 

Relict The surviving spouse. 

Renunciation Refusal to accept a transfer of property by a will. 

Sale bill A record made of property sold at a public sale by the administrator or executor of 

an estate. 

Settlement A document itemizing payments in the administration of an estate. The instrument 

will detail the assets left over for distribution. 

Stirpes The person from whom a family is descended. 

Surety A person who makes himself liable for another person’s obligations. The surety 

will have to pay if the first person defaults. 

Testamentary About a will. 

Testamentary 

bond 

A bond guaranteeing the proper administration of an estate and posted by the ex-

ecutor of an estate. This bond does require sureties. 

Testate A person who dies with a valid will. A testator is a man and a testatrix is a woman. 

To wit That is to say. 

Trust The right or title to property held by one person for the benefit of another person. 

Trustee A person who administers and holds a trust estate. 

Valid Legally binding. 

Viz. To wit or namely (videlicet). 

Void Invalid. 

Warrant A court order. 

Widow’s support The widow may be allowed a year’s support from the estate. 

Will A document which disposes of a decedent’s property. 

Witness A person who affirms that he personally saw an event or he was present at an event. 

TERM DEFINITION 
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Finding Jackson County, Oregon, Probate Records or Estate Files:  

Part II—Examples to Whet Your Appetite 

By Melinda D. Henningfield 

      

     The date of the earliest probate record found in the Jackson County Court Archives in Medford is 22 

August 1853. As shown in Figure 1, it records some intestate proceedings of the estate of Francis Myers. 

This indicates that Francis Myers did not leave a will. Application had been made on the 19th of August 

for letters of administration which was granted and appraisers were appointed. The date and place of 

death and the name of a spouse or of any heirs are often given in the application for letters of administra-

tion, but they were not given in the record of Francis Myers. Although the date of death was not given, 

the letters of administration are usually granted soon after death so a death date can be estimated from the 

record.  The administrator may have been a member of the family, but there was no indication of that in 

this record.1 

 

Figure 1. The letters of Administration are granted for the intestate estate of Francis Myers. 

1      Jackson County, Oregon Territory, Probate Court [Journal], A: 3, Francis Myers; Jackson County Court Archives, Medford.    

The decedent died before this date, 22 Au-

gust 1853. 

This identified the name of the estate. 

The application for letters of Administra-

tion was made on the 19th of August 1853. 

This was an intestate estate. 

H.W. Nixone was appointed administrator 

and he accepted the appointment. 

The appraisers heretofore appointed were 

W.W. Fowler, Benj T Davis, and R.B. Mor-

ford. They were confirmed. 
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 Wills can be found in the Record of Wills books. These records are copies of the original wills made by 

the county clerks. The first will in volume one is that of Hiram Niday written and recorded in 1855. A finding aid 

written by Ruby Lacy and Lida Childers notes the will of Hiram Niday was dated 16 March 1853 and that Hiram’s 

date of death was 19 March 1853.2 It is not known if the discrepancy in the dates between 1853 and 1855 lies with 

the probate court clerk in 1855 or with Lacy and Childers who went to the Oregon State Archives in Salem in the 

late 1980s to abstract the original records in the probate packets. The will of Hiram Niday recorded his wife’s 

name and that he had three children, but the children were not named. He named his wife, Caroline, as executrix. 

His land, which he left to his wife and children, was identified. The surveyor of the land was also identified as was 

the date the land was surveyed. His wife and children were also to divide the proceeds of a claim for property de-

stroyed by the Rogue River Indians. The witnesses to the will may have been relatives or neighbors. All personal 

property was to be divided between his wife and children and the child’s portion to be used for the children’s care 

and education and what was left was to be possessed by them when they became of age.3  

 
Figure 2. This is the first recorded will in the book, Record of Wills, volume 1.  
Was the original will dated 1853 as Lacy & Childers found in the probate  
packet or 1855 as the clerk recorded it? 

  

 2  Ruby Lacy and Lida Childers, abstractors, Jackson County, Oregon, Wills—Probates—Estate Files—Guardianships, 4 vols. 
(Ashland, Oregon: privately published, 1987–1991), 2:27. 
3     Jackson County, Oregon Territory, Record of Wills, 1: 1, Hiram Niday, 1855; Jackson County Court Archives, Medford. 

Will and Testament of Hiram Nida [sic]  

Hiram wanted all his real & personal property to 

go to his wife, Caroline, and his three children 

(the children were not named). 

160 acres of his land was to go to his wife, Caro-

line. 

Hiram wanted his wife to obtain the award 

granted to him as a claim against the property 

destroyed by the Rogue River Tribes in 1853.  

1/3 of the land was to go to his wife and 2/3 was 

to be kept for the benefit and education of his 

children. 

160 acres of his land was to be given to his chil-

dren when they become of age. 

1/3 of his stock was to go to his wife and 2/3 

was to be kept for the benefit and education of 

his children. 

For the execution of his will, his wife was to 

give bonds secured by mortgage. 
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 The estate records of J.R. Hardin on 22 August 1853 reveal an example of the posting of a bond. In the post-

ing of a bond, the sureties may be related to the decedent. Three men were named as sureties, James Cluggage, 

Christopher H. Miller and R. B. Morford. These three men may have been relatives of J. R. Hardin.4 

  

Figure 3. The admin-
istrator posted a 
bond of four thou-
sand dollars with 
three men as sure-
ties. 

 

 The binding of an orphan as a servant can be found on the same date in 1853. In this record, neither the 

names of the parents nor the names of any other close relative or sibling was given. Frances Redman, a minor and 

three years of age, was bound to Jesse Walker. This took place after Jesse Walker made a solemn oath that Frances 

Redman’s parents were “supposed to be dead.” The indentures of apprenticeship were drawn up.5

 
Figure 4. The above illustrates the binding of a three year old orphan as an apprentice. 

  A record of the accounts, final settlements and the decree of distribution and discharge are combined in the 

summary of court proceedings of the estate of Thomas White on 3 June 1859. Thomas White’s estate had an execu-

tor. This indicates that this was a testate proceeding and that there was a will. The names of the nine legatees and 

their states of residence were given. There is no indication of their relationship to Thomas White. All debts that had 

been paid against the estate were listed. The executor was directed to disburse equal shares to all the legatees. This 

indicates that all the legatees were the same degree of relationship to Thomas White. After the distribution took 

place, the executor was to be discharged of his duties. Figure 5 illustrates the end of the accounting for the estate of 

Thomas White and the beginning of the listing of heirs and their residences.6 

 
4     Jackson County, Oregon Territory, Probate Court [Journal], A: 5, J.R. Hardin, Jackson County Court Archives, Medford. 
5     Jackson County, Oregon Territory, Probate Court [Journal], A: 6, Frances Redman, Jackson County Court Archives, Med-

ford. 
6      Jackson County, Oregon Territory, Probate Record, D: 53–54, Thomas White, Jackson County Court Archives, Medford. 
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Finding Jackson County, Oregon, Probate Records or Estate Files:  

Part III—Where to Find the Records,  A Reference Guide 

By Melinda D. Henningfield 

 

     Genealogists begin by looking in their own home for records regarding ancestors. Records such as original wills 

or receipts for funeral expenses may have been saved. When family sources have been exhausted, begin to search for 

public records. There are eight locations in which various Jackson County original probate records, finding aides to 

those records, microfilm of those records, or indexes to those records may be found. 

1. Jackson County Genealogy Library; 95 Houston Road; Phoenix, Oregon. The library is open Monday 

through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

2. http://www.rvgslibrary.org; this is the Jackson County Genealogy Library website. You will find some pro-

bate record indexes under the heading Court Records. 

   

Figure 5. The above shows the end of the final account & settlement and 
the decree of distribution in the estate of Thos White. 

$347.95 1/3 was to be paid by the executor to 

each of the nine Legatees ($3,131.58 divided 

by 9). 

Four of the Legatees resided in Illinois, one in 

Texas, one in California, and three in Oregon. 

The names and places of residence of the 

nine Legatees were listed here and on the 

next page. 

The total left was to be divided equally 

among the nine Legatees. 

The final amount of the Sale Bill was sum-

marized. 

The debts were paid. 
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3. The Family History Library (FHL) microfilm collection. Microfilm from the FHL can be ordered from your 

local Family History Center. To locate a Family History Center, use the FHL website, 

www.familysearch.org. Jackson County Genealogy Library is a Family History Center and the microfilm 

can be ordered and read at the library. 

4. Jackson County Justice Building Basement, Court Archives; 100 South Oakdale; Medford, Oregon. The 

Jackson County Justice Building is open from 8 a.m. to 12 noon and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Fri-

day. 

5. Jackson County Justice Building, Circuit Court Probate Office; 100 South Oakdale; Medford, Oregon. The 

Probate Office window is located on the first floor of the building. The window is open from 9 a.m. to 11 

a.m. and 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

6. Jackson County Courthouse Annex, County Clerk’s Recording Office; 10 South Oakdale; Medford, Oregon. 

The County Clerk’s office is located on the first floor of the Annex in room 114. The office is open from 

8:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

7. Record Masters of Southern Oregon; 1101 Fisher Avenue B; Medford, Oregon. 

 8. Oregon State Archives; 800 Summer Street NE; Salem, Oregon. The archive building is open from 8 a.m. to 

 12 noon and 1 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

 

   Probate records found in Oregon are of three types: 

 Probate Case Files 

These papers are sometimes known as probate packets or as loose papers. These records may include the 

original will, receipts, inventories, appraisals, appointments of administrators or executors, annual account-

ings, documents relating to guardianships, and many other documents. You may find original signatures of 

your ancestors and indication of family relationships in these records. Wills were recorded into will Books. 

The clerk copied the original will, which may now be located in the probate case files, into the Record of 

Wills books. Each time a record is copied there is a possibility of an error. 

II.   Probate Estate Records 

Information about probated estates can be found in these records. You may find the name and death date of 

the deceased, his residence, the names and addresses of the executors or administrators, inventory and ap-

praisal dates, the value of the estate and the names of heirs and their relationship to the deceased. 
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III.  Probate Registers 

The record of the probate court actions have been recorded into probate journals. These records are a sum-

mation of what happened in court and may include the name of the deceased, the administrator’s or execu-

tor’s name, the types of papers filed and when they were filed and the court orders. The probate journals 

only contain summaries of all types of probate documents. The earliest of these records are the clerk’s sum-

marized proceedings of the court for that day. The clerks recorded that documents were created and judg-

ments were made. The documents are not transcribed, they are only summarized. There are appeals of the 

appointments of administrators, annual account settlements for the probate of estates that went on for years, 

accounts against estates, sales of personal property, receipts, petitions to sell real estate, powers of attorney 

and lists of property to be set aside for widows and children of the deceased. The genealogical value of these 

records is diminished because they are summaries of the court proceedings and they are not original records. 

Each time a record is copied there is the possibility of an error. The clerk may have made an error when 

summarizing the court session. Some of the names, places and dates may have been omitted by the clerk in 

making the summary. In 1988 Jackson County began recording this information on the Oregon Judicial In-

formation Network (OJIN). The OJIN can be accessed by the public at the Jackson County Justice Building 

on the first floor in the Public Room. This room is against the back wall on the left as you face the elevators. 

 

Jackson County Genealogy Library 

Probate Case Files: 

 Wills Probates Estate Files Guardianships [Probate Case File Abstracts], vol. 1–4, 1855–1920 (4 volumes) 

      In 1987, Ruby Lacy and Lida Childers journeyed to Salem to abstract and index the probate files for Jackson 

County.  In the preface to the first volume of their book, Jackson County, Oregon Wills—Probates—Estate Files—

Guardianships, and also in the subsequent three volumes, Lacy and Childers lamented that there seemed to be no 

system for the numbering of the files.  The files were neither alphabetical nor chronological.  Starting with number 

one and ending with number four-thousand-ninety-four, they abstracted and indexed probate files from 1855 to 1920 

in four volumes. Case file numbers 2,100–2999 and 3,100–3999 were never created.7 These four volumes can be 

found in the Jackson County Genealogy Library. They are a wonderful finding aid for locating the probate case files.  

  The original probate case files are located in the Oregon State Archives. These documents have been micro-

filmed by the Family History Library and can be both ordered from and read at the library. The first four of the 

eighty-one microfilmed reels are on long-term loan at the Jackson County Genealogy Library and are listed below. 

For a donation of $16.50 to the Jackson County Genealogy Library, the library will order more of the eighty-one 

reels for long-term loan. All microfilm ordered from the Family History Library for long-term loan may be kept in-

definitely at the Jackson County Genealogy Library for research. 

 

_______________________________________ 

      7 Ruby Lacy and Lida Childers, abstractors, Jackson County, Oregon Wills—Probates—Estate Files—Guardianships, 4 vols. (Ashland, Ore-
gon: privately published, 1987–1991) prefaces [the prefaces have no page numbers], volumes 1 - 4.  
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 Family History Library microfilm #2,111,548 item 2 [Probate case files index, 1853-1920] 

 Family History Library microfilm #2,111,548 item 1 [Probate case files (un-numbered files)] 

 Family History Library microfilm #2,111,548 item 3 [Probate case files, no. 1-19] 

 Family History Library microfilm #2,111,551 [Probate case files, no. 20-46] 

 Family History Library microfilm #2,111,550 [Probate case files, no. 47-74] 

 Family History Library microfilm #2,111,549 [Probate case files, no. 75-105] 

Probate Estate Records:   

 Index to Settled Estates, vol. 1, 1871–1926 (1 volume) 

Probate Registers: 

 Probate Docket [with index], vol. 3, 1905–1913 (1 volume) 

 

www.rvgslibrary.org (The Jackson County Genealogy Library website) 

Probate Case Files: 

 [Index to Wills, Probates, Estate Files, and Guardianships], vol. 1–4, 1855–1920  

 [Index to Record of Wills, vol. 1], 1853–1889 

 [Index to witnesses in Record of Wills, vol. 1], 1853–1889 

 [Index to Record of Wills, vol. 2], 1877–1905 

 [Index to witnesses in Record of Wills, vol. 2], 1877–1905 

 

The Family History Library (FHL) microfilm collection 

     The FHL has microfilmed many of the probate records that are located at the Oregon State Archives in Salem, 

Oregon. Microfilm that can be ordered from the FHL is listed below. 

Probate Case Files: 

 Probate case files and index for Jackson County, Oregon, 1853—1920, FHL, 81 reels 

 Record of wills, Jackson County, Oregon, 1905—1927, FHL Film #2,133,862; 2,133,863 

 Jackson County Oregon wills, probates, estate files, guardianships FHL Film #1,750,877 item 5 

Probate Estate Records: 

 Probate bonds and index for Jackson County, Oregon 1853—1912, FHL Film #2,133,596; 2,133,730 

 Letters of administration, Jackson County, Oregon, 1853—1930, FHL Film #2,133,861; 2,133,862 

 Inventory & appraisement of estates, Jackson County, Oregon, 1865--1867, FHL Film #2,133,730 

 Record of estates, Jackson County, Oregon, 1903—1924, FHL Film #2,133,730   

Probate Registers: 

 Probate register and fees, Jackson County, Oregon, 1866—1899, FHL Film #2,133,862 

 Probate journals of Jackson County, Oregon, 1873—1921, FHL Film #2,133,730–2,133,736; 2,133,861  

Jackson County Justice Building Basement, Court Archives 

 Some of the probate records produced in Jackson County, Oregon, can be found at the Jackson County Justice Build-

ing. Many of the probate records from soon after the formation of the county in 1852 until 1925 were sent to the Oregon State 

Archives in Salem, Oregon, years ago. Some very early bound books in which clerks have transcribed wills, final settlements 

and some probate related court records remain in Medford. These bound books are located in the record archives in the basement 

of the Jackson County Justice Building. These earliest bound books are scheduled to be sent to the Oregon State Archives in 

Salem in about five years. The probate records from 1926 until 1975 are also located in the record archives in the basement of 

the building. These records are on microfilm. There is a microfilm reader with copy capabilities in the record archives. The loose 

probate files from 1976 to 2000 exist in their hard copy form and are kept in folders on long metal shelves. The archivist will 

pull a requested record if he is given a probate file number. There is a table on which a probate file can be examined. The archi-

vist will also obtain one of the early bound books if it is requested. These early bound books are kept at the top of a tall shelf and 

they are not accessible to the public. There is a copy machine in the record archives. No cameras are allowed in the Justice 

Building and the public must go through a metal detector to enter the building. The following is a listing of the records both in 

bound books and on microfilm that can be found in the Court Archives in the basement of the building.  
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Probate Case Files: 

 Index to Estate [Records], 1853-ca.1983 (2 reels of microfilm) 

 Index to Estates [serves as index to probate case files], vol. 1-2, ca.1853-1988 (2 volumes) 

 Microfiche Index [Index to Estates], ca.1853-1977 (.50 cu. ft.) 

 Probate [Case Files], no. 4776-11556, 1926-1962 (155 reels of microfilm) 

 [Probate Case Files], no. P.0001.63-P.0206.75, 1963-1975 (50 reels of microfilm)  

 Small Estate Affidavits [Index], 1973-1988 (1 volume) 

 Small Estates [Case Files], 1973-1994 (13 cu. ft.) 

 [Probate Case Files-includes small estate case files beginning in 1995], no. P.0001.76-99.651.P7, 1976-1999 (204 cu. 

ft.) 

 Record of Wills, vol. 1, 1853–1889 

 Record of Wills, vol. 2, 1877–1905 

Probate Estate Records: 

 [Index to Settled Estates], vol. 1, 1871-1926 (1 reel of microfilm) 

Probate Registers: 

 Bound books 

 Index to Probate Record, vol. 1, 1853-1936 (1 volume) 

 Judge's Docket Probate Court, 1871-1890 (1 volume) 

 Probate Docket [with index], vol. 2, 1890-1905 (1 volume) 

 Probate Docket and Index, 1987-1988 (1 volume) 

 Probate Court [Journal], vol. A, 1853-1854 (1 volume) 

 Probate Records [Journal], vol. B, 1853-1855 (1 volume) 

 [Probate Journal], vol. C, 1854-1857 (1 volume) 

 Probate Record, vol. D, 1857-1859 (1 volume) 

 Record [Probate Journal-with index], vol. 1, 1859-1866 (1 volume) 

 Probate Record [with index], vol. 2, 1866-1872 (1 volume) 

 Microfilm 

 [Direct and Reverse Index to Probate Records], vol. 1-44, 1856-1932 (1 reel of microfilm) 

 [Index to Probate Record-to vol. 1 to 44], vol. 1, 1853-1936 (1 reel of microfilm) 

 Probate Journal Docket, vol. 2-4, 1890-1916 (3 reels of microfilm) 

 [Probate Docket], vol. 7, 1905-1915 (1 reel of microfilm) 

 [Probate Journal-with index], vol. A-D, 1-262, 1853-1980 (263 reels of microfilm) 

 [Probate Register Docket Book], no. 1-11384, P.1.63-P.220.86, 1913-1986 (8 reels of microfilm) 

 

Jackson County Justice Building, Circuit Court Probate Office   

     The recent probate records, from 2001 to the present, are located on the first floor. The rules for accessing these more recent 

records are arduous and would be difficult for someone that is not computer literate. The public can access the records from 

2001 to the present by going to the Public Room. This room is located on the first floor. There are two computer terminals and a 

copy machine in this room. There is a manual beside each computer terminal. The manual contains instructions about how to 

access the index to public records. There are cautions in several places in the manual that there will be no assistance in using the 

computer terminals or in accessing the indexes. The computer system used to access the index is part of the Oregon Judicial In-

formation Network (OJIN). The interface of the OJIN is not intuitive, and it is not user friendly. The manual is brief and not 

easy to understand. The index is of varying types of judicial cases, not just probate cases. The index will indicate a file number 

for the record of choice. Once a probate file number is located, one can go to the probate window and ask for the file by using 

the file number. The probate window has restricted hours and is not open the same number of hours that the adjoining windows 

are open. The probate window is open from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. There is a waiting period of 

about one week to obtain the copies of the desired record unless only a few pages are requested. Each  
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page costs twenty-five cents. There is no indication in the index of the number of pages in a record. There is no as-

sistance available for someone who is not computer literate.  No record will be obtained without a file number.  The 

recommendation given by a clerk at the probate window for those who need assistance is to bring a friend, relative, 

or neighbor. 

 

Probate Case Files: 

 Probate Case Files-includes small estate cases], no. 2000.0001.G7-08.0453.G8, 2000-present (135 cu. ft.) 

 

Jackson County Courthouse Annex, County Clerk's Recording Office Room 114 

     The Annex building is directly behind the courthouse and it is connected to the main courthouse building. 

Probate Estate Records: 

 [Index to Memorial of Estates, Mortgages, Registers of Title], vol. 1-3, n.d. (1 reel of microfilm) 

 

Record Masters of Southern Oregon 

     Record Masters of Southern Oregon is not open to the public. If you would like access to these records you can 

view the records on microfilm in the County Clerk’s office or order the books from the County Clerk’s Recording 

Office in room 114 of the Jackson County Courthouse Annex.  

Probate Estate Records: 

 Index to Memorial of Estates, Mortgages, Incumbrances & Charges of Land in Certificates of Title, vol. 1, ca.1907-

ca.1924 (1 volume) 

 Index to Memorial of Estates, Mortgages, Registered Titles, Etc., vol. 2-3, ca.1907-ca.1971 (2 volumes) 

 

Oregon State Archives 

Probate Case Files: 

 [Probate Case File Index-Index to Estates], 1853-1977 (1 reel of microfilm) 

 Probate Case Files [case file numbers 2100 to 2999 and 3100 to 3999 were not created], no. 1-4775, 1853-1925 (51 cu. 

ft.) 

Probate Estate Records: 

 Inventory and Appraisement of Estates, 1865-1867 (1 volume) 

 Probate Estate Records, 1903-1972 (7 volumes) 

Probate Registers: 

 [Index to Probate Journal, Direct and Reverse], vol. 1-44, 1856-1932 (1 reel of microfilm) 

 Probate Journal, 1873-1878 (.10 cu. ft.); 1878-1941 (23 volumes) 

 Probate Journal Index, 1854-1891 (.20 cu. ft.) 

 Probate Register and Fee Book, 1859-1899 (.30 cu. ft.); 1889-1899 (1 volume) 

 Many early probate records of Jackson County, Oregon, have been sent to the Oregon State Archives in Sa-

lem, Oregon.  Only a few bound books from the earliest days of Jackson County remain in Jackson County and they 

are scheduled to go to the Oregon Archives in about five years.  The Oregon State Archives have the original Jack-

son County probate packets from 1853 to 1975. The Jackson County Archives has retained microfilmed copies of 

probate records from 1926 to 1975.  This microfilm is available in the Jackson County Record Archives in the base-

ment of the Jackson County Justice Building. The hard copies of probate files from 1976 to 2000 are also kept in the 

Jackson County Record Archives and the records from 2001 to the present are kept in storage on the first floor of the 

same building. These files are accessible to the public once a probate file number is determined by using the com-

puters in the Public Room on the first floor.  The Family History Library has microfilmed many of the probate re-

cords that have been transferred to the Oregon State Archives in Salem. Those microfilms can be ordered and 

viewed at the Jackson County Genealogy Library. The Jackson County Genealogy Library website has the  
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indexes to Lacy and Childers four-volume book, Jackson County, Oregon Wills—Probates—Estate Files—

Guardianships. The website also has the indexes of the two earliest Will Books. Digital copies of wills can be ob-

tained by ordering them at http://www.rvgslibrary.org/WillImages.html. 

 It is not clear whether any probate records from Jackson County, Oregon, have been destroyed or lost.  The 

earliest record from 14 July 1853 is one year later than the formation of Jackson County on 12 January 1852. It is 

possible that some very early county records have been lost. 

 

Look at This! 
 

 Shown at left is the cover of the Dec. 2010 issue of the National Genealogical 

Quarterly.  The picture on the cover is of Linnie Leigh (Gray) Larue, grandmother of 

Melinda Henningfield, Education Director at RVGS.  Melinda's article about Linnie, 

"Determining Linnie Leigh Gray's Birth Date," appeared as the lead article of this is-

sue on pages 245-250.  Melinda continues to hone her skills as a genealogist.  She has 

enrolled for Tom Jones'  course, "Writing and Publishing for Genealogists," at the 

Samford Institute of Genealogical and Historical Research (Birmingham, AL) to be 

held on June 12-17, 2011.  In 2010, Melinda also completed Elizabeth Shown Mills 

course, "Advanced Methodology and Evidence Analysis" at Samford as well as several 

courses at the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy over the past few years.  Way to go, 

Melinda!   

 

 

ADVERTISE HERE! 
Advertising space in The Rogue Digger is now available for genealogy-related services. Publication is quarterly and is 

sent to all RVGS members—now more than 480 individuals.  A business card-size ad will cost $25 for a single issue 

or $90 for a full year (four issues).  Larger advertisements will require special pricing.  All proposed advertisements 

will be reviewed for relevance and appropriateness.  Please submit your request or questions to Karen Asche by call-

ing the Library (541) 512-2340 or via email at info@rvgslibrary.org. 

http://www.rvgslibrary.org/WillImages.html
mailto:info@rvgslibrary.org
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Listen to the Experts 

 
 Rogue Valley Genealogical Society is proud to present a new series of classes taught by experts in the genealogi-
cal field. Have you ever wanted to attend a national conference so you could hear the national experts? This is the next 
best thing—listen to the experts on CD. All classes will be held in the Library classroom on Thursdays. 

Here is the upcoming schedule for Listen to the Experts: 

February 
17 February 2011 11 a.m. Elizabeth Shown Mills Finding Females: Wives, Mothers, Daughters & Paramours 
24 February 2011 11 a.m. Elizabeth Shown Mills Finding Origins & Birth Families: Methods That do or don’t Work 
 

March 
3 March 2011 11  a.m. Tom Jones  Problem Solving with Probate 
10 March 2011 1 p.m.  Tom Jones  Solving Problems with Original Sources 
17 March 2011 11 a.m.  Tom Jones  Kinship Determination 
24 March 2011 11 a.m.  Tom Jones  Proving your Point 
31 March 2011 11 a.m.  Tom Jones  What is the Standard of Proof in Genealogy? 
 

April 
Tom Jones is giving an all-day seminar at the Genealogical Forum of Oregon in Portland on Saturday, 2 
April  
 
7 April 2011 11 a.m. Claire Bettag  Treasures in the Library of Congress Manuscript Collection 
14 April 2011 11 a.m. Claire Bettag  Federal Land Entry Papers: Federal Land Records in the National Archives 
21 April 2011 11 a.m. Claire Bettag  Bounty Land Records at NARA: Applications and Surrendered Warrants 
28 April 2011 11 a.m. Claire Bettag  Extra! Extra! Hear all about It! Newspapers at the Library of Congress 
 

May 
5 May 2011 11 a.m. Claire Bettag  Historical Documentary Publications as Genealogical Sources 
12 May 2011 11 a.m. Elizabeth Shown Mills Okay, I “Got the Neighbors”—Now, What do I do With Them?!! 
19 May 2011 11 a.m. Elizabeth Shown Mills In a Rut? 7 Ways to Jump Start Your Research 
26 May 2011 11 a.m. Elizabeth Shown Mills Coincoin of Cane River: How to Recreate the Life of a Female Ancestor 
 

June 
2 June 2011 11 a.m. Elizabeth Shown Mills The Identity Crises: Right Name, Wrong Man? Wrong Name, Right Man? 
9 June 2011 11 a.m. Elizabeth Shown Mills Genealogical Problem Solving: Professional Techniques for Everyday Success 
16 June 2011 11 a.m. Tom Jones  Five Proven Techniques for Finding Your Ancestor’s European Roots  
23 June 2011 11 a.m. Tom Jones  Solutions for Missing or Scarce Records 
30 June 2011 11 a.m. Tom Jones  Solving the Mystery of the Disappearing Ancestor 


