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Selected Black American Genealogy Resources
African American Research: a Practical Guide; by Diane L. Richard, 2019. [973 B411 Ric]

Genealogist’s Guide to Discovering Your African American Ancestors: How to Find and Record
Your Unique Heritage; by Franklin Carter Smith and Emily Anne Croon, 2003. [Circ 929.1 Smi]

Black Family Research: Records of Post-Civil War Federal Agencies at the National Archives;
compiled by Reginald Washington, 2006. [929.192 Nat]

Black Roots: A Beginner’s Guide to Tracing the African American Family Tree; by Tony
Burroughs, 2001. [Circ 929.1 Bur]

Black Indian Genealogy Research, by Angela Y. Walton-Raji, 1993. [970.004 G242 Wal]

The Road to Freedom; the Freedmen’s Bureau Records, National Archives & Records Service.
[973.8 H388 Roa]

Forgotten Patriots African American And American Indian Patriots In The Revolutionary War : A
Guide To Service, Sources And Studies; by Eric. Grundset, 2008. [973 M343 For]

Breaking Chains: Slavery on Trial in the Oregon Territory; by R. Gregory Nokes, 2013.
[Circ 979.5 H388 Nok]

Finding Oprah's Roots, Finding Your Own; by Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 2007. [Circ 929.1 Gates]

Free African Americans of North Carolina, Virginia, and South Carolina from the colonial period
to about 1820; by Paul Heinegg, orig. 1992, reprint, 1992. 3 volumes. [975 G242 Hei]

Free African Americans of Maryland and Delaware from the colonial period to 1810; by Paul
Heinegg, 2d ed., 2021. [975 G242 Hei M & D]

List of free African Americans in the American Revolution: Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Maryland and Delaware (followed by the French and Indian Wars and Colonial
militias); by Paul Heinegg, 2021. [973.3 B411 Hei]

RVGS has more books about Black American genealogy. Most are found with the subject
headings “Black Americans” or “African Americans.”
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Black American Genealogy research websites

https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/lessons/where-do-i-begin-getting-started-

with-african-american-research [FamilySearch.org; free]

https://www.aahgs.org/ [Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society]

https://familyhistorydaily.com/free-genealogy-resources/african-american-genealogy-
research/ [last updated March 14, 2023]

https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/black-history.html [National Archives]

https://www.afrigeneas.org/

https://www.slavevoyages.org/

https://beyondkin.org/

https://digitalblackhistory.com/

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/African American Digital Bookshelf

https://cyndislist.com/african-american/

https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php/Overview of African American Research

A Brief Timeline

1619 - African Indentured Servants brought to Jamestown, Virginia

1780 - Massachusetts granted African-Americans the Right to Vote

1808 -Act prohibiting importation of slaves took effect

1859 - Last known slave ship arrived in the United States

1863 - President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation

1863 - War Department created United States Colored Troops

1865 - Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution Abolished Slavery in the United States

1868 - Fourteenth Amendment to the Constituiton extended the Bill of Rights to former slaves

1870 - Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution granting Voting Rights to African American
men

1954 - Brown vs. Board of Education: Supreme Court decision signaled end of legalized
segregation of schools

1964 - Civil Rights Act passed Congress

Click here for an extensive timeline https://libguides.moval.edu/c.php?g=1047109&p=7601668
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