
ogtown was once more than a 
cemetery; it was a busy mining 
community serving those who 
worked the rich veins of gold that 

ran through the surrounding 
hills, valleys, and creeks. 

Logtown was located on both sides 
of the road about a quarter mile north 
of the cemetery and is believed to 
have been named for Francis Logg, 
miner and homesteader. In the 1860s 
and 1870s, Logtown boasted a livery 
stable, store meat market,  hotel, 
church, three  saloons, and two Chi-
nese stores. At the time, the popula-
tion reached 650 persons, 400 of 
whom were Chinese.  

The four-acre cemetery was on the 
original McKee homestead property 
and the first recorded burial was 
1862, James Dunlap. When miners 
left for other gold fields, buildings 
were abandoned, and the last house 
burned about 1910. Historian and 
long-time resident John Black noted 
in his book, Ruch and the Upper Ap-
plegate Valley, that the cemetery as-
sociation changed the name from 
Laurel Grove Cemetery back to  
Logtown Cemetery. Perhaps the 
best known story about the Log-
town Cemetery is that of Maryum’s   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

yellow rose, first planted in 1863 
by Maryum McKee and slipped 
throughout the Applegate thanks to 
her generosity and good will. In 
1958, the Applegate Valley Garden 
Club planted 68 rooted slips along 
the inside of the Logtown Ceme-
tery fence. The rooted slips were 
taken from rose bushes that 
Maryum shared with her  neighbors 
long ago.  

Logtown Cemetery  
5931 Highway 238 

Jacksonville, Oregon 

MARY TERRIO ZELMORE  
ENYART BILLUPS BUCKLEY 
(1831-1917) 
Mary Terrio was born in Illinois and 
married young, to Joseph Zelmore, a 
miller from France. They reached Ore-
gon in 1851 and a year later, Mary’s 
first husband died. With three small 
children to care for, Mary next married 
Marcus Lafayette (Lafe) Enyard. Lafe 
and one child died in 1861. Mary 
moved her family to Jacksonville in 
1862 and in 1863 she married William 
(Billy) Billups, who worked in the 
Steamboat Mine. Billy and one child 
died of smallpox in 1866 and are buried 
in the same grave at Logtown Cemetery. 
Mary then married Benjamin Smith of 
New York; their marriage ended in   
divorce in 1869. Mary married for the 
last time in 1873, to John Buckley 
whose father, James Buckley, bought 

land 

above Upper Applegate Road. James 
and his wife Maggie Riley had seven 
children, six living to adulthood. Most 
of the Buckley family rest in the Jack-
sonville Cemetery. Cantrell-Buckley 
Park is named after this family. 

 
JOHN MAUPIN BLACK (1911-2007) 
JEAN MARGUERITE WATSON 
BLACK (1910-2007) 
John Maupin Black was born on the 
Black Ranch on Forest Creek a few 
miles southwest of Jacksonville, a   
donation land claim established by his 
grandfather, also named John Maupin 
Black. John lived on the Black Ranch 
throughout his life, working as a cattle-

man, tree farmer, and fire warden. John 
and Marguerite married in 1932.     
Because John knew so much of the 
Applegate history, he and Marguerite 
worked together as local historians, 
talking with folks, collecting stories, 
and writing the stories. One of their 
best-known books is Ruch and the Up-
per Applegate Valley: An Oregon Doc-
umentary published in 1990 by Webb 
Research. John died at home at the 
Black Ranch on March 10, 2007 and 
Marguerite not long after on May 21. 

 

 

 

Thanks to the Oregon Historic Cemeteries   
Commission for 2016 funding to print this  

guide. Masthead courtesy of SOHS. 
Produced at Southern Oregon University in 2017. 

Mary Buckley 



MARYUM BOWEN MCKEE  
(1832-1908) 
Maryum Bowen McKee came west 
with her husband John in 1853. Their 
first donation land claim was 320 acres 
where Hillcrest Orchards are today; 
they named Roxy Ann Peak in honor 
of Maryum's stepmother, Roxy Ann 
Bowen. In 1855, John McKee moved 
his family to a 160-acre donation land 
claim straddling Highway 238 and For-
est Creek at the Logtown mining camp 
west of Jacksonville. He and Maryum 
sold supplies to the miners for twenty 
years before moving to Butte Falls. 
Maryum carried a yellow rose cutting 
from her old home in Indiana over the 
Oregon Trail, and she planted it at her 
Logtown home. The yellow rose sur-
vives to this day at the Logtown Ceme-
tery where Maryum, her husband John, 
and several of their family rest. 

ELVA J. SMITH (1881-1959) 
Elva and her husband Ed were among 
the founding members of the Logtown 
Cemetery Association.  Many of her 
family had been interred at the Log-
town Cemetery, and perhaps because 
of that, Elva kept the burial records and 
mapped the graves in the 1920s and 
1930s.  

PEARL ARLISSA MCKEE BYRNE 
(1894-1996) 
Pearl Arlissa McKee Byrne was born 
in Butte Falls in 1894, and the family 
moved to the Applegate when she was 
four. Her father, Amos McKee, mined 
for gold and then bought a 160-acre 
ranch along the Applegate River where 
he raised hay and red beans. Pearl’s 
husband John worked in timber and 
also ranched on Squaw Creek. Pearl 
worked in the Medford pear packing 
houses in the 1930s and was a charter 
member of the Upper Applegate 
Grange which was organized in 1935, 
and a member of the Home Extension 
Unit for over 50 years. Pearl’s oral his-
tory is in Southern Oregon University’s 
Southern Oregon Digital Archives.  
 
JAMES BENTON MCDONOUGH 
(1850-1923) LILLIE SMITH 
MCDONOUGH (1866-1945) 
James McDonough was born in Ireland 
in 1850 and arrived in the United 
States in 1868. He married Lilly Taylor 
McDonough in 1876 and together they 
had four children. Their two youngest 
children, William Martin and Chester, 
established the Ruch Store in 1929 at 
the roadside of their father’s homestead 

at the intersection of Upper Applegate 
Road and OR-234. Martin and Chester 
sold The New Sunnyside, by then a 
grocery store and service station, in 
1972 to Loren Hardy and Joel Brown. 
The store was remodeled at that time to 
add a coffee shop, beverage case, 
meats, and a deli. The grocery has 
since burned down and is the site of the 
Applegate Christian Fellowship 
church. 

Mud flats at the south end of Applegate Lake where the town of Copper formerly stood. This area is usually submerged beneath over 60 feet (18 m) of water.              
The Copper Boat Ramp, from which this panorama was taken, is the remains of the highway that once serviced the town of Copper.  

Wikipedia image courtesy Little Mountain 5 under the Creative Commons Liscense. 

BEN CLIFFORD GERWICK, SR. 
(1892-1986) 
Ben Gerwick built bridges. Lots of 
bridges. An engineer with early experi-
ence in pre-stressed, concrete piles, 
Gerwick worked on the Hetch Hetchy 
Aqueduct, the Dunbarton Bridge across 
San Francisco Bay, the Astoria Bridge, 
and projects all over the world.  
 

Gerwick’s 1928 patent for an incremen-
tally constructed caisson in open water 
was used to build the underwater por-
tion of the North Tower of the Golden 
Gate Bridge. Gerwick started a cattle 
ranch up Dead Indian Road in his later 
years and bought the Cameron Ranch at 
the junction of Little Applegate and Ap-
plegate Rivers, where he built a summer 
home. He loved bridges and he loved 
the Applegate. 
 
JAMES B. WINNINGHAM  
(1892-1976) 
Winningham was a long-time resident 
of the Logtown area with a 40-acre par-
cel along Applegate Lake between Pan-
ther Gulch and Manzanita Creek. The 
homestead is beneath the lake now 

along with the ghost town of Copper, 
submerged when the dam was built in 
1980. Winningham married Mamie 
Watkins on Dec. 31, 1915 and for a 
time he worked the Blue Ledge Mine. 
Winningham worked for the Forest Ser-
vice as Tallowbox Mountain fire look-
out in 1944, retiring after 20 years. Ma-
mie continued as fire lookout summers 
through 1948 and was the town of Cop-
per’s postmaster in the 
1920s. His parents were 
James Winningham and 
Mary Jane Hatton of 
Grants Pass, who had nine 
children, James being the 
youngest.  
 
ALBERT EDWARD      
COLLINGS (1889-1970) 
Albert was the son of Os-
car Freeman Collings, a 
miner and farmer married 
to a Yreka woman named 
Sophia, said to be Shasta. 
Some thought Sophia to be 
deaf as she used a type of 
sign language to com-
municate with her family. 

They lived in the Upper Applegate area, 
the parcel now under the waters of Ap-
plegate Lake. Collings Mountain is 
named after this family. Family mem-
bers buried on the Collings parcel had 
to be removed before dam construction, 
and were interred at the Jacksonville 
Cemetery. Albert lived a long life and 
before his death at the age of 70, deter-
mined to rest in the Logtown Cemetery.  

The Collins Family. Oscar is center, Sophia sits at his left.      
Albert is top left. Photo and story courtesy Janine Sathre 


