
 
 

Rogue Valley Genealogical Society 
Board of Directors Meeting – March 2020 
Technology & Data Management Report 

 
Website 
After over 3 years, we are LIVE!! It’s been an exciting couple of weeks. I got to work on the problem log with 
Project A, reporting and even fixing errors. Still a few things to work on. Cemetery photos are an issue because 
of inconsistencies, but they are working hard to fix as much as possible. I’ll have to come behind and upload 
any that they are missing, a big job. I will demonstrate some website features at the meeting. 
 
For the time being, we will be continuing to host our old website (archive.rvgslibrary.org) on DreamHost. 
Project A was not ready to download it. I will continue to have a conversation with them about this so we can 
eliminate that expense. 
 
Email 
Email will continue to be on DreamHost for now as well. It is possible to move to Project A hosting, but we 
wanted to get the website up and running first. For a more professional connection and to best work with our 
website, I’m encouraging us to use @rvgslibrary.org email addresses. I can create any emails we need on this 
account. The login process and email client are straight forward. I’ll bring a list of email addresses we currently 
have to a future meeting for review. 
 
Tech Classes 
February 20th - FamilySearch class was a big success. I had 35 people! The largest ever for me. 
March 10th & 13th – Website Orientations 
March 18th – Find A Grave, how to use the website with a focus on NEW search tools. 
April 14th – Grants Pass Genealogical Society, Google Earth 
May 6th - Facebook for Genealogy. Facebook is a treasure trove of resources for genealogy work; everything 
from genealogy help groups to finding living relatives. 
 
Equipment Inventory 
Skeeter has completed the equipment inventory. Unaccounted for items include a GPS, Canon copier PC940, 
and a “photo viewer” that was used for “photo slide shows.” If you know anything about these, please let me 
know. I will keep them on a missing list for now. 
 
Constant Contact 
I’m recommending that we stay with Constant Contact for emailing our eNews. It appears that the newsletter 
features on the new website are just not very robust. I can explore more later, but it would be a pretty big 
change from what we are doing now.  
 
I have gone through and cleaned up the eNews distribution list in Constant Contact to just people who are 
currently getting the newsletter. I will then manually add new members each month instead of uploading our 
entire membership spreadsheet each month which has created quite a mess at times. This will allow people to 
subscribe to the eNews and be added directly to the distribution list. I will show you where they can subscribe 
on our website. 
 
I’m also looking at entering all members who do not receive the eNews on Constant Contact so we can email 
our membership. The problem is people who have refused to give us their email.  


