
 

Classes & Events January 2026 
 
Event details are subject to change. Check our website for the latest information. If registration is not 
available on the website, please check back.  
 
The RVGS library will be closed January 1, 2026 to observe New Year’s Day 
 
Thursday, January 8, 10:30 AM-Noon, Class: Genealogy 101 – Research Strategies for Immigration 
Records 
Barbara Northrop will give clues for obtaining these records. Whether you are new to research or 
looking for a fresh start, in this class Barbara will assist you in getting off on the right foot.  
In Person at the library only. Cost: $10 for members; $20 for non-members. 
  
Thursday, January 8, 6:00 – 7:00 PM, Class: Genealogy 101 – Research Strategies for Immigration 
Records 
Barbara Northrop will give clues for obtaining these records. Whether you are new to research or 
looking for a fresh start, in this class Barbara will assist you in getting off on the right foot. 
Zoom only. Cost: $10 for members; $20 for non-members. 
 
Monday, January 12, 9:30 AM - Noon, RVGS Board meeting  
All members are welcome. Come to the library side door and ring the doorbell or join us via zoom. The 
zoom link is located on our website: rvgslibrary.org > Membership > Member Resources. 
Cost: Free to all.  
 
Tuesday, January 13, 2:30 - 4:00 PM, Family Tree Maker Interest Group  
This group is facilitated by Barbara MacMillen. Come with any questions about using Family Tree 
Maker software. They meet the second Tuesday of the month. 
Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.  
 
Wednesday, January 14, 10:30 AM - Noon, Genetic Genealogy Interest Group  
Barbara Halvorsen facilitates this interest group for everyone interested in genetic genealogy. This 
month we will explore a new group member's DNA mystery. 
Hybrid – Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to all.  
 
Monday, January 19, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Transcription Mission Work Group Interest Group 
Help celebrate America's 250th anniversary of Independence by joining the citizen archivist mission. 
We are transcribing Revolutionary War pension files for the NARA/NPS citizen archivist mission. Learn 
how to join this effort. Tell us who you're transcribing. Let us know your transcription problems and 
solutions.  
Hybrid – Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to all. 



 
Tuesday, January 20, 1:30-3:00 PM, Program and Member Meeting: The Signature Quilt Mystery 
A quilt was found containing forty-two blocks with signatures, “Oregon” and “Oklahoma”, Aunts, 
Grandmas, and several “Mrs.” Why was this quilt made and how did it find its way to Medford? Can 
genealogical research solve this mystery? Anne Billeter will attempt to answer these questions and 
share what she has been able to learn about this quilt and its makers. 
Hybrid – Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to all. 
 
Wednesday, January 21, 1:30 – 3:00 PM, Roundtable: Let’s Talk Genealogy 
This is a chance to get together with others who share your same interest. We will start with a focus 
and see where it goes from there. Bring your successes (and not-so-successes), stumbling blocks, 
experiences to share with others, where your genealogical research has taken you. Need help with a 
brick wall? Not sure if you have a brick wall? Join us with a cup of coffee or glass of wine and "Let's Talk 
Genealogy." 
Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.  
 
Thursday, January 22, 10:30 AM-3:00 PM, Class: Charting your Ancestors 
Family trees and pedigree charts provide a simple graphic format for presenting the who, when, and 
where of our ancestral research. But there are options, do you want a simple family tree, a horizontal 
pedigree chart, a fan chart, or a descendant’s chart? How many generations should you put on one 
chart? And what the heck is an ahnentafel chart? Jeanne Hoadley will explore some of the many types 
of ancestry charts available along with various software packages for producing them. She will also 
discuss the pros and cons of handwritten charts vs. computer generated ones. Class from 10:30 AM – 
Noon, with a hands-on work session from 1:30 – 3:00 PM. 
Hybrid – Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: $10 for members; $20 for non-members 
 
Tuesday, January 27, 11:00 AM – Noon, German Interest Group 
The emphasis of this group will be on tools and tips for finding and researching German ancestors and 
also for Germans trying to find relatives who emigrated. In some months, the first part of the meeting 
may include a speaker. This will be followed with an unstructured time for questions and mutual 
support. Jon Wolfe, the facilitator for this group, is an American who lives in Germany. 
Hybrid – Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to all.  
 
Thursday, January 29, 1:00 – 2:00 PM, Quilts and Genealogy Program: Four Sisters’ Basket Quilt 
Katie Haugse will share how she figured out WHO made the Four Sisters’ Basket Quilt and WHEN it was 
made. She used her genealogical research skills to unravel the important details about her family 
heirloom. 
In person at the library only. Cost: Free to all. 
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