Classes & Events October 2026

Event details are subject to change. Check our website for the latest information. If registration is not available on the website,
please check back.

Genealogy Week - Continuation of Genealogy Week
All classes will be held from 10:30 AM - Noon with a practice session from 1:00 - 3:00 PM.
Mentors will be on hand during the practice session to provide assistance.
All classes will be Hybrid - Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to all.

Thursday, October 1, Researching with Family Search
On day four of Genealogy Week Rich Miles will provide guidance on using FamilySearch to find information about your
ancestors. Before the class, go to FamilySearch.org and create a free account if you don't already have one.

Friday, October 2, U.S. Census
The U.S. Census can be a key resource for tracking your ancestors through the years. Certified Genealogist Barbara Northrop
will walk you through the wealth of information to be gleaned from the census and how it changes from decade to decade.

Saturday, October 3, Using the News to Discover Family Events
On the final day of Genealogy week Kim Thurman will offer insights into how to access Newspaper articles which may pertain
to your ancestors, shedding light on the details of their lives.

Thursday, October 8, 10:30 AM - Noon, Genealogy 101: Beginning Your Genealogical Research

Whether you are new to research or looking for a fresh start, in this class Barbara Northrop will assist you in getting off on the
right foot.

In Person at the library only. Cost: FREE for members; $10 for non-members.

Thursday, October 8, 6:00 - 7:00 PM, Class, Genealogy 101 - Beginning Your Genealogical Research

Whether you are new to research or looking for a fresh start, in this class Barbara Northrop will assist you in getting off on the
right foot.

Zoom only. Cost: FREE for members; $10 for non-members.

Monday, October 12, 9:30 AM - Noon, RVGS Board meeting

All members are welcome. Come to the library side door and ring the doorbell or join us via zoom. The zoom link is located on
our website: rvgslibrary.org > Membership > Member Resources”.

Cost: Free to all.

Tuesday, October 13, 2:30 - 4:00 PM, Family Tree Maker Interest Group

This group is facilitated by Barbara MacMillen. Come with any questions about using “Family Tree Maker” software. They
meet on the second Tuesday of the month.

Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.

Wednesday, October 14, 10:30 AM - Noon, Genetic Genealogy Interest Group

Sue Acuff facilitates this interest group for everyone interested in genetic genealogy. Each month will have a different topic.
The topic for this month is “DNA Surprises: NPE, MPE, DCP, LDA; Oh my!”

Hybrid - Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to all.



Wednesday, October 14, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Great Lakes Interest Group

This Interest Group meets to discuss genealogy research in the Great Lakes region. Primary focus will be the states of
Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, but researchers to the north and east along the lakes are welcome as well. In
October we will discuss emergency preparedness for our genealogical research—scanning, storage, and how best to prepare
for an evacuation.

Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.

Saturday, October 17, 10:30 AM - 2:45 PM, SEMINAR, Tumultuous Times: From Colonies to States
This half-day seminar will feature three professional genealogists, each presenting one-hour talks.
e 10:30 - 11:30: 18th Century America Cultural Changes and their Effect on Records with speaker Sylvia Tracy
Doolos.
e 12:30 - 1:30: Revolutionary Choices: Exploring Loyalist and Patriot Roots with speaker Kathryn Lake Hogan.
e 1:45 - 2:45 Revolutionary War Homefront: Researching Your Civilian Ancestor’s Life with speaker Shannon
Combs-Bennett
Join us for the watch party at the RVGS Library or via Zoom. Cost: $45 for members, $55 for non-members.

Monday, October 19, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Transcription Mission Work Group Interest Group

Help celebrate America's 250th anniversary of independence by joining the citizen archivist mission. We are transcribing
Revolutionary War pension files for the NARA/NPS citizen archivist mission. Learn how to join this effort. Tell us who you're
transcribing. Let us know your transcription problems and solutions.

Hybrid —Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to all.

Tuesday, October 20, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Program and Member Meeting: More Stories from the Transcription Mission
Kathie Ordal and friends will share with us some of the stories they have uncovered while transcribing the Revolutionary War
pension files.

Hybrid —Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to all.

Wednesday, October 21, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Roundtable: Let’s Talk Genealogy

Let's Talk Genealogy is a roundtable discussion, a chance to get together with others who share the same interests.
Roundtables are free for everyone. We start with a focused topic and see where the conversation goes from there. Bring your
successes (and not-so-successes), stumbling blocks, experiences to share with others, where your genealogical research has
taken you. Need help with a brick wall? Not sure if you have a brick wall? Join us with a cup of coffee or glass of wine and "Let's
Talk Genealogy”.

Zoom only. Cost: Free to all.

Tuesday, October 27, 11:00 AM - Noon, German Interest Group

The emphasis on this group will be on tools and tips for finding and researching German ancestors and for Germans trying to
find relatives who emigrated. In some months, the first part of the meeting may include a speaker. This will be followed with an
unstructured time for questions and mutual support. Jon Wolfe, the facilitator for this group, is an American who lives in
Germany.

Hybrid —Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: Free to all.

Wednesday, October 28, 10:30 AM - Noon, Grave Matters: Exploring Find A Grave with Rich Miles

Find A Grave is much more than a collection of names and headstones, it can be a treasure trove of clues for family historians!
Learn how to search effectively, explore memorials, use cemetery information and photos, discover relatives, and take
advantage of the site’s newest features. We’ll also cover creating memorials and connecting family members. If time permits,
we’ll demonstrate the Find A Grave mobile app. Come dig a little deeper—you never know what family history treasures you’ll
uncover!

Hybrid —Zoom AND in person at the library. Cost: $10 for members, $20 for non-members.

Thursday, October 29, 1:00 - 2:00 PM, A Quilt and Genealogy Program: Maryum’s Yellow Rose

“Maryum’s Yellow Rose” is a quilt, a book, a rose, and the story of the John and Maryum McKee Jackson County pioneer family.
RVGS Library Director Anne Billeter will share the story depicted on the quilt designed by their great-granddaughter Evelyn
Byrne Williams and quilted by the Jacksonville Museum Quilters. This quilt is now part of the quilt collection of the Rogue
Valley Genealogical Society and will be on display for the month of October and during the program.

In person only. Cost: Free to all.
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