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Our Mission

The mission of the Rogue Valley Genealogical Society is to inspire interest in genealogy, inform
and educate the public, and maintain a growing sustainable library with a strong online
presence. The Rogue Valley Genealogical Society (RVGS) is in the Rogue River Valley of
Southern Oregon. We were founded in 1966 and house the largest collection of genealogical
materials in Southern Oregon.

Our Elected Officers Our Appointed Directors
Anne Billeter, President Jeanne Hoadley, Education Director
Frank Marksman, Vice President Loretta Barker, Membership Director
Cathy Ullrich, Secretary Rich Miles, Technology & Data Director
Valerie Sanders, Treasurer Ann Baracker, Volunteer Director

Rosalind Lyne, Trustee

Kim Thurman, Past President

Rogue Valley Genealogical Society RVGS Library Hours:
3405 S. Pacific Hwy. Monday—Saturday
Medford Oregon 97501 10:00 AM—4:00 PM
541-512-2340 reception@rvgslibrary.org

www.rvgslibrary.org
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Your Eltor & Thoaghte”

Happy Thanksgiving to all new and old friends at RVGS!

I'm thrilled to share that our November issue has been significantly enriched, all thanks to the
remarkable contributions of Sue Cunningham Acuff, Loretta Barker, Ann Fox Baracker, Cindi
Armstrong Hobson, Janet Read, and Mary Robsman. Their articles, each highlighting a distinct
journey, are filled with passion and provide invaluable insights into genealogy. I want to extend
thanks to all of you who generously shared your articles and stories with The Rogue Digger over
the past two years. Your contributions have been instrumental in shaping the success of our
publication, and we look forward to your continued support.

A special note of appreciation to Anne Billeter, Pam Olsen, and Meghan Thompson, whose
meticulous proofreading has been instrumental in ensuring the quality of our issues. Their
dedication is a significant part of the team effort that makes The Rogue Digger possible.

Enjoy your journey and best of luck on your family hunt for those elusive ancestors! %m{

Stories fron I111ino0ois Hintory

TRACKING DOTN A TURKEY

A reilrocad locoaotive is, of course, an unusunl weapon for
a turkey hunt, but in 1874, =~ conductor on rn Illinois railroad
was scild to hove used one in capturing his Thanksgiving dinner,
In the antumn of thet year, | ne doy saw a flock of wild tur—
keys runn clong the trock o of his cngine when pescing
through denscly wooded region of Center Grove,enst of Mo-
nence, Knnkakce County,

Standing on the pilot, he wnited for the locomotive to
overtake thoe flceing gobblers, accor to an account in the
Momence Report for Decenber 10, 1874, As they rose into the
air, ¥ ck knockcd down threec or four of thems Clutche-
ing one of the larger turko e feet, the conductor hauled
it into the baggage car, vher @ found his prize welghed
twenty—-two pounds.

€

Above https://archive.org/details/storiesfromillin0Owrit/page/8/mode/2up

Railroad engine (1874) by W.J. Morgan & Co. Original public
domain image from the Library of Congress. Digitally enhanced
by rawpixel.

Right: https://www.rawpixel.com/image/8627181/image-art-vintage-public-domain
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What & lx A Name 7

by Fn Fov Baracker

My genealogy journey started with the usual questions—who were my grandparents, where
were they born, and when? But soon, I veered off course, diving into the fascinating histories of
some particularly intriguing relatives—both mine and my husband's. I found their stories far
more compelling than just their birth dates. Little did I know I would end up delving into the
field of onomastics—the study of names, including their origins, meanings, and cultural
significance.

Studying surnames has helped me place people in specific regions, assign them occupations,
and connect families across generations.

When I married into my husband’s family, I encountered a new culture and history. He is an
Ashkenazi Jew, descended from people who lived for centuries in Central and Eastern Europe—
mainly in Germany and the Russian Empire.

It was difficult at first to grasp that few Ashkenazi Jews had surnames until they were
required to adopt them by local authorities—especially under Napoleon Bonaparte and the
Russian tsars. Governments needed surnames for conscription, taxation, and general
recordkeeping. Before the late 18th and early 19th centuries, Ashkenazi Jews were known only
by their given name and “son of’—e.g., Yakov ben Shmuel. Unsurprisingly, there were many
Yakov ben Shmuels across the German and Russian empires, making genealogical research a
challenge.

I began by tracing the origins of both sides of my husband’s family. Fortunately, many of them
immigrated to the U.S. in the mid-1900s, so their naturalization records listed their places of
origin—giving me specific villages to start my search.

Ron’s paternal grandfather emigrated from Skirsnemune, a small village in Lithuania. After
spending some time in western Germany, he came to the U.S. in 1939. Thanks to
JewishGen.org, I was able to locate tax and revision records from Skirsnemune, and through
them, trace the family back to a Vulf born in 1759. Although no father is listed, Vulf had a son
named Girsch, who in turn had four sons, one of whom was my husband’s great-grandfather.
Unfortunately, women were not included in these tax or revision lists, so I have no record of
Vulf’s or Girsch’s spouses or whether they had any daughters.

In 1792, Skirsnemune was granted Magdeburg rights, allowing Jews religious freedom,
privacy, and the ability to trade with Christians—privileges not common elsewhere. These
freedoms eroded as the Russian Empire tightened its grip, eventually mandating that Jews
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adopt surnames. By 1822, when Girsch’s son Vulf was born, the family had taken the
surname Baracker.

According to Ancestry, Barak may be a patronymic name derived from “Ben Rabi Kalonymos,”
meaning “son of Rabbi Kalonymos.” If so, the name might signal the family’s devotion to a
specific rabbi. However, barak is also a Hebrew word meaning “to bless” or “to kneel,” which
may better reflect the personal trait or attribute of a poor but devout family. While I favor this
Iinterpretation, I lack documents or oral history to confirm it.

The only known Russian-Lithuanian maternal surname, Levitan, was easier to decode. It is a
historic Ashkenazi surname signifying descent from the biblical tribe of Levi, traditionally
associated with religious duties. This fit perfectly with Ron’s grandfather, who was a temple
cantor. The surname reflects an ancient tradition of naming people by religious role—
Cohen (or Kohen) for priests, Levins, Levitans, or Levites for temple assistants, cantors, or
teachers. The Levitan family name clearly honored both religious lineage and occupation.

Moving from the occupational, religious, and patronymic naming patterns to geographic and
occupational names, I turned to Ron’s German Jewish ancestors.

Aunt Marion’s maiden name was Spangenthal. The name traces back to the village of
Spangenberg, with the suffix -thal meaning “valley.” Thus, her surname referred to her family’s
origin in the Spangen Valley in Hesse, Germany.

Another family name, Stern, meaning “star” in German and Yiddish, may have been chosen
rather than assigned. Some Jews resisted rigid government-imposed naming conventions and
selected meaningful names themselves. Stern could reference the Star of David, a key symbol
of Judaism, or serve as a specific nickname: “the Jew.”

Hartog was another maternal family name. This branch of the tree lived in northwestern
Germany from at least the mid-1700s. They adopted their surname from their mother’s
lineage, rather than their paternal line. Gitel, the daughter of Hirtz, became Gella Hartogs (a
derivation of Hirtz), and the matronymic surname Hartog joined the family.

Another maternal surname, Meyer, originated in what is now Schleswig-Holstein, then part of
Denmark. The family was merchants who later relocated to Hamburg. They modified their
name to Meier, easing assimilation into German culture while maintaining their Jewish
1dentity. Interestingly, Meier closely resembles the Hebrew name Meir, meaning “shining” or
“enlightened.” Several family members were named Meir Meier, a blending of traditional
Jewish patronymic naming customs (passing on ancestors' given names) and the practical
need to conform to civil naming laws.

The surname I found most fascinating was Schulenklopper. This name originated in
medieval Germany and derives from Schule (school) and klopper (knocker or striker).
A Schulklopfer is mentioned as early as 1225 in German literature, though the role existed
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for centuries prior. Schulkloppers used a wooden mallet, or gabbel, to knock on doors or
windows to summon Jewish men to their daily religious studies. The schulkloppers also acted
as teachers or cantors—a crucial leadership role in the Jewish community.

Ron’s Schulenklopper ancestors lived in Ostfriesland, Germany, and can be traced back to
the Netherlands in the early 1700s. What’s remarkable to me is that the family name
Schulenklopper was used more than 100 years before surnames were mandated by Napoleon
in 1811. Unfortunately, I have not yet accessed early Dutch Jewish records to locate the
family’s original Schulklopfer. This may require diving into medieval Jewish religious texts—a
daunting task not currently on my research list!

Through the study of Ron’s family surnames, I've uncovered centuries of rich history—locating
towns of origin, discovering occupations, and identifying ancient tribal affiliations.
Onomastics has turned out to be more than just an academic curiosity; it’s a powerful tool in
historical genealogy that has helped me truly understand the people behind the names.

RVGS has a German Interest Group that meets monthly. All are welcome.

Library date and time https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NaviD=244

Zoom sign up https://rvgslibrary.org/FormPage.asp?FormID=14

The links below worked when this issue was published. If a link gets broken, you can
search using the program name at https:/www.youtube.com/.

10 Top Tips for Beginning German Genealogy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wzWL-cgbeMs

Genealogy Gems by Lisa Louise Cooke Viewing time: 37:05 minutes

Understanding colonial-era German names in genealogy: they're not the same as
English names
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p70Rzs35tTU

Five-minute genealogy Viewing time: 3:42 minutes

Finding German Villages for Genealogy and Family History with James M. Beidler
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l] nACJZt94
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[he Pa@m ﬂf The Croatamne

dissovered /f &M'/fmetmy Hobson

20 February 1898 paper from the Library of Congress (LOC)

Identified as Descendants of Sir Walter Raleigh’s Lost Roanoke Colony.
From the Philadelphia Record.

St. Louis, Feb. 13-Former United States Senator Hiram R. Revels of Mississippi has always
been classed as a negro. He was a tall, well-built man, with the chocolate skin and curly hair of
an African and the devout bearing of his profession-the ministerial. He served during the
reconstruction period, never been known as a prominent, but always as a representative,
colored man. Revels was not a negro. Dr. C. A. Peterson of St. Louis, who has made a study of
the lost Roanoke (Va.) colony, says that Revels is a descendant of that mystery-shrouded band
that Sir Walter Raleigh sent to Roanoke Island in 1587.

‘The historian has usually contented himself with dropping his investigations when he reached
the point where Gov. John White returned from England and found his colony had disappeared
from Roanoke Island.” said Dr. Peterson, “and you will find in about every history you pick up
the statement that the colonists were probably killed by the Indians. The Roanoke colony
consisted of 115 unmarried men and twenty who had families. They were sent out by Sir Walter
Raleigh in 1587, in charge of John White, who was an appointed Governor. Ananias Dare, his
son-in-law, was Vice-Governor, and during 1587 his wife gave birth to a daughter, the first
white child born in America, and she was called Virginia Dare.

“During the summer a tribe of Croatan Indians, who live some fifty miles away on the east
shore of what is now North Carolina--the whole country was then called Virginia--visited the
colony on Roanoke Island, and proposed to the settlers that they remove to the home of the
Indians, intermarry, and become members of their tribe. The 115 unmarried men were very
willing to accept the proposition, and it was only with difficulty that Gov. White induced them
to remain. When everything was completed White returned to England and got provisions and
reinforcements. Before going he instructed the colonists to leave some testimony if for any
reason they should conclude to move during his absence.

“The next year, 1588, was a year of the Spanish Armada, and White’s boat and every other
seagoing vessel was impressed into service. So it was impossible for Gov. White to set sail for
America again until 1589. When he arrived at Roanoke he found the stockade and the houses
there, but everybody had gone. On one tree he found the word “Croatan’ carved, and on one
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stockade post merely the beginning-‘Croat.” He was about to proceed in search of the Croatans,
when a Hatteras storm came up, and, after beating about for some time, the crew mutinied and
insisted on going down to the Spanish Main and engaging in privateering. So they captured a
couple of richly laden Spanish vessels and returned to England comparatively wealthy.

“The next year Gov. White took another crew and landed at Roanoke Island. This time he found
the fresh track of a boat’s keel on the island, and found that a chest he had buried three years
before had been dug up and the contents ransacked. Again he started down the coast, and again
his crew mutinied and went pirating on the Spanish Main.

“In 1607 Capt. John Smith, who had been saved by Pocahontas, started an expedition from
Jamestown to see if he couldn’t discover the whereabouts of the missing colonists. Instead of
going by boat they started overland. They proceeded about 100 miles, got tired, went back and
this was the last effort to find them, and here history, as it is generally recorded, ceases.

“Now for the facts which the historians have generally so singularly overlooked. In 1710, when
the Huguenots and cavaliers started to penetrate the interior of North Carolina, they found,
some seventy-five miles from the coast, in what is now Robeson county, N. C., a colony of
English-speaking people, many of whom had blue eyes and light hair. They inquired where they
came from and they replied ‘From Croatan.” ‘How does it come that you speak English? ‘Our
fathers were English.’

“They wrote one letter back about their discovery, a letter which, by the way, is in the archives
of the Board of Trade of London. It is evident that a number of the Huguenots remained in the
colony and inter-married, as there are a great many names of undoubted French origin to be
found among the Croatan names of the present day.

‘These people have always been called Croatans. There are some 4,000 of them living in
Robeson county, N.C., at the present time, but they have scattered all over the South and West
I have found Croatan names among all the five civilized tribes living in the Indian Territory.

‘The Croatans have distinct racial characteristics. They are as dark as Portuguese, and are
different in appearance from either Indians, negros, or Caucasians. In some instances there has
evidently been a mixture with negro blood, and on this account when, in 1835, North Carolina
and Tennessee disfranchised the negroes, they included the Croatans.

“When the war broke out the Croatans were between two fires. Those who did not enlist in the
Southern Army were liable to be impressed as negroes for work on fortifications, &c. From this
custom came the cause of the depredations of the Lowry gang, which for years spread terror in
North Carolina. Old man Lowry resisted impressment declaring that there was nothing but
English and Indian blood in his veins and that he was as much of an American freeman and
had as good blood in him as the Harrisons, the Randolphs or any of the descendants of the
proudest colonial families. For this stubborn stand he was shot dead.
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“When his son, Henry Berry Lowry, reached manhood, he took his gun, organized a band of
sympathizers and started out on a mission of extermination. Every man suspected of having
had any connection with his father’s death was waylaid and killed. The gang was finally
broken up, but not until it had collected bloody interest on old Lowry’s death.

“The most eminent of the Croatans was United States Senator Revels, who was elected from
Mississippi during the reconstruction days. He was classed as a negro, but he was in reality a
Croatan, one of those with a Huguenot name and ancestry.

“The family names of the Croatans are the same as those of the settlers on Roanoke Island.
They were men from Devonshire, England, and, furthermore, even the broad Devonshire
pronunciation is found in certain words as used by the Croatans to-day.

“A hundred years ago a colony of Croatans settled in eastern Tennessee, on Newman’s Ridge,
Hancock county. They can’t tell today where they came from, for tradition over fifty years old
isn’t worth anything. These are the people called Melungeons. They are similar in racial
characteristics to the Croatans, and Dr. Swan M. Burnett, a distinguished scholar and scientist,
has traced, by family names, the connection between the Melungeons and the Croatans.

“The name Melungeons is accounted for in this wise. When the new settlers appeared among
the mountaineers their unusual looks prompted inquiries as to what they were. The answer
was ‘Melange’--or a mixture--and the mountaineers dubbed them Melungeons.”

Link to original article https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn83030272/1898-02-20/ed-1/?sp=18&q=The+Melungeons+%
3A+their+origin&r=0.144.0.016.0.251,0.117.0

RVGS has a Colonial America Interest Group that meets on even numbered months
to discuss genealogy research in the original 13 colonies.

Library date and time https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=244

Zoom sign up https://rvgslibrary.org/FormPage.asp?FormID=37

The 13 original states were New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Georgia. The 13 original states were the first 13 British colonies.
British colonists traveled across the Atlantic Ocean from Europe.
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The RVGS library has thousands of research records

When I moved to southern Oregon decades ago, I knew that none of my direct ancestors had
lived in this region, or in this state, for that matter. The many resources in our library won’t
offer much to ME, right? Wrong!

On a recent morning after a meeting at the Rogue Valley Genealogical Library, I had some
extra time and randomly sought out some on-site materials to review. I chose to look at
publications focusing on a county where my family had lived for multiple generations.

Both of my parents had ancestors who met that criteria, both from different parts of Indiana;
this time, I chose my paternal side. My Father’s family had lived in southern Indiana and
surrounding counties since approximately 1829, after having

moved there from Spotsylvania County, Virginia.
Not having brought my laptop computer with me, I picked up a

pencil and paper from the library stock. First, I found this posted
chart of the locations where records from different states can be
found in the library’s stacks:

For those new to this part of the United States,
Corydon in Harrison County was the capital of
Indiana and the county seat. It held that
distinction from statehood in 1816 until it was
moved north to a more central location,
Indianapolis (Marion County), in 1825.

On the Harrison County, Indiana shelf, I noticed
a very thin publication in a protective sleeve.
Wondering what it was, I removed it from the
shelf and found this, “Revolutionary War Soldiers of
Harrison County, Indiana” by Arville L. Funk, published in
1975.
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With recent research and application for membership
awe: ‘fi;f;‘j”:;gﬁi‘t’i’éo.c, PR oo with the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution),
: John Holder's Co., . . .

. e and the upcoming 250th anniversary of our Republic,
DIED: (after

B or SuRuiCE: cotiins mistory of Ky, vol. 1, p. 13 | the United States of America, finding this particular
NAME: Lofler, George document at the Rogue Valley Genealogical Society’s
BORN: About 4 . . . . . .

o A PR e L library was like finding a very timely family treasure!

Vir. Line (2 years)
DIED: unknown
BURIED: unknown
PROOF OF SERVICE: Pension Claim S.35522

Madison Co., Ky. Militia

Who knew this gem would be here in Medford, Oregon?

NAME: Lemmon, John
BORN: November 6, 1740, Ireland (married Sarah Stansburg)

SERVICE: Artillery, Province of Md., Gen. George Rogers
Clark Command

e TR I gently opened the small booklet and proceeded to get
familiar with the layout: the front cover, the back

PROOF OF SERVICE: Clarks Land Grant Roster
cover, the introduction, table of contents, and a list of
all the Harrison County, Indiana Revolutionary War Patriots who were listed there. After
working on my family history since the mid-1980s, I have fairly good familiarity with the
surnames in my tree from that region. I reviewed the names, first disappointed not to find my
father’s surname (Cunningham) listed, but moved on to all the names.

SUCCESS as I reached the recognized name Lemmon, John Lemmon, Revolutionary War

Patriot John Lemmon!

I documented the name and the information listed to review later on the DAR website.

Next, I noticed the names of the committee members who put the booklet together in 1975.
Listed among the names was John Henry Cunningham. Could this be a relative? Was he still

living?

Another name to investigate on my genealogy software, Family Tree Maker®.

’ ibrary Catalo Record .of - v
What'’s next? Once at home, I *:,_,.D AR Lbewy Cointp el R
pulled Open my Computer and NEALOGY RESEARCH Ancestor Member GRC RevWar Bibles Resources
reviewed the DAR website’s

Descendants Search

“descendants” page. On their

website, I found a John Search Options

Last Name

Lemmon who matched [the] Pt e ———
birth and death dates 1740- - =" st
1811 I had in my own family o e
tree.
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This was John Lemmon Sr. (the one listed in that booklet) and his wife, also there were
references to another ancestor, his father Patriot Alexis Lemmon and his wife, also my

ancestors and John Lemmon Sr’s son, John Lemmon, Jr., also my ancestor.

All three generations and their spouses matched data already in my own family tree.

E’DAR Ancestor  Member [EEREIGELEY GRC RevWar Bibles Resources
Diect IN 25 - Nov - 1859
il Matches-2) LEMON, JOHN A
Lemmon, John
Bom: 26 - Feb- 1772
Died: -- 1802
Foster, Millison
Bom: 31 - Mar- 1778
Died: - - 1851
(Multiple Matches - 3) LEMON, JOHN B
Lemmon, John
Born: 6 - Nov- 1740
Died: 31 - Mar- 1811
Stansbury, Sarah
Born: 5+ Mar - 1729
Died:3- Apr- 1815 ~ e John H CUNNINGHAM .
J Lol dcousn lumnoved o
43 John Lewis CUNNINGHAM Sum A CUNNINGHAN
= 1861 - 1903
M
Mary Aneline MCCOUUM |
. | ——— 78 l l L I,@I | n |
Horry W CUNNINGHAM | | -
(&l e - 1960 Name: b Hervy CUNNINGHAM 116
Jobn Femes 3 o= e R
£ Martha Femee
1886 - 1955 Beth: 30 Dec 1311
- Masgaret Mchaskand b Teyk, Hamson, NUSA e
v Mariha Catherine REEVES Desth 2 My 1996
Bhaabeth, Haraon, I, USA F
Joh Hatvey 9%
1455 - 1929 (COD ischemic HD
Burs
Matie Blanche Conrad
1847 - 1063
DNACs: Date
Mary Delitah Meisner
e
it
¥ Hary Watterscr Mt Buche » Emey 4 Cecpsira .‘
Martha Catherine REEVES £ fil | P42
Bom: 13 Nev 1913
Valey Station, Jefferson, Kertucky, USA
O o e, LU Bk e s S
- N T
Marriage; 13Hov 1937 Hamson, I, USA More) i+ Ok —T e

And what of John Henry Cunningham?

Oh, he was my 2nd Cousin, once removed (2C1R). I am still searching for living descendants.
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Diary Of Matthew Koad

!Z Janet Road

MATTHEW READ
1776-1860

Matthew Read, a dry goods merchant in New Haven, Connecticut, was born in Ashford,
Connecticut on 3 November 1776 and died in Albany, New York, on 26 September 1860. He was
the fourth of seven children of Deacon Matthew Read (1742-1812) and Dorothy Bardine (1743-
1827), and a third great grandson of John Read who immigrated to Colonial America from
Lincolnshire, England, in 1640.

In 1801, at age 25, Matthew married 21-year-old Lydia Hotchkiss (1781-1813), with whom he
had three children. Their eldest, Elizabeth, died at age five, and when Lydia herself passed
away in 1813, Matthew was left to raise their two young sons alone. Two years later, in 1815,
he married 28-year-old Lydia Phelps Allen (1787-1870). Together they had four more children,
including Timothy (1817-1859), my third great-grandfather. Family accounts suggest Matthew
never fully got over his first wife, a sentiment underscored by the fact that he and Lydia
Hotchkiss were laid to rest side by side in Grove Street Cemetery in New Haven, Connecticut.
Lydia Allen Read lived to age 82, passing in 1870; she is buried in Scantic Cemetery in East
Windsor, Connecticut, alongside my great-great-grandfather, Timothy.

Matthew kept a diary that has been carefully passed down through generations—from his son
Timothy to my great-grandfather Lucien Webb Read, then to my grandfather Albert Cole Read,
my father George Wilber Read, and finally to me. Though incomplete, it offers a rare and
personal glimpse into his daily life and times, capturing the kinds of details that seldom appear
in genealogy records. The diary reveals a deeply religious man, shaped by loss, yet attentive in
recording family relationships and events. The surviving entries span 1802—1804 and
1834—1869; the thirty year gap in between was lost somewhere along the way.
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[This was written by my Great Grandfather Lucien Webb Read]
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A diary page,
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March 1802
15 This day Rec’d from Sister Olive a letter dated Leicester Feb’y 27th informing me that Sister
Sillinda 1s dangerously sick and in all probability past recovery. This day sent a letter to Sister
Olive per mail. This is a day of trouble and affliction with me Mrs Read has been sick for 3
weeks past. My own affairs are in a very doubtful Situation trade is remarkable dull. I scarcely

trade any at all poverty with all its dismal tr__ of evils staring me in the face - my own

troubles occupy my whole attention. I have grown very Careless about writing or noting
occurrences.

April 1802
10 This day rec’d a letter from Father and another from Daniel per Mr Canaday.
15 This day Mr David Buckner began to pastur a Cow for me. Monday last took the freeman's
oath

May 1802
10 Mr Ebn’r Alling began to board with me.
17 Very Early this morning got home from N. York - My Father had been here in my absence
and left me 180 dollars - All well at Ashford.
20 This day sent a letter to Father by Rev A. King.
24 Ebn’r Alling Completes two weeks boarding.
31 This day Rec’d a letter from Father per mail.

June 1802
17 This day Ruth Atwater daughter of Samuel Atwater began to board with me.

July 1802
14 This day sent a letter to Father per Mr Aspinwall.
25 This day rec’'d a letter from Brother Daniel & wrote an answer to his. Sent per mail.
18 This day of September sent a letter per mail to Brother Daniel.

September 1802
19 Lords day attended meeting in the morning. Pastor Trumbull of North Haven Preached from
Luke 16th C. 29,30 & 31vs. on the truth of Divine Revelation & in the afternoon from the same.
25 Have been very busy the week past in Lathing my front Chamber.
26 Lords day attended meeting in the afternoon. Mr Brainard of Guilford Preached from Acts
27C. 38v. proving that Gods Desires do not prevent the free agency of a man - the Means
requisite to the end are as much determined as the end itself.
October 1802

3 Lords day attended meeting in the Morning. Mr Noyes preached from Mat 6C. 14v. In the
afternoon from Isiah 5C. 4v.
10 Lords day attended meeting in the morning. Mr Noyes of Northford preached from John 3 C.
6v. In the afternoon from Heb. 13C. 14v. After meeting attended the funeral of Ephr’
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[October continued]

Wooster a young man aged 21 years died of the dysentery.
11 Hetty Hotchkiss began to board with me.
14 This day Rec’d a letter from father and another Brother Daniel. General Assembly meets.
17 Lords day attended meeting in the morning. Dr Dwight Preached from Luke 2C. 10 & 11vs.
on the birth & death of Christ then on the different manner in which he had been treated by
Angels & Men. In the afternoon Mr. Smith of Durham Preached from Romans 6C. 23 v.
20 This day sent letter to Father and Mr Webster. - a letter to Brother Daniel and my
watch by Edgar Byles.
24 This morning about 2 o'clock we had a daughter born.
26 This day went on board the Packet for N. York.

November 1802
3 This day I am Twenty Six years of age. for a number of years past I have been absent from
home on my birth day. This year went to home account of greater concern than any of my life
heretofore on November last I was Married and October 24th we had a daughter born. I have
visited New York twice the year past with the present time. I have been happy in the society
and enjoyment of my dearest friend - our Mu___ have been very quiet. But if my life is spared in
a few years I become an old Man life perhaps may become a burden to my self and others.
O Contentment how much to be desired. Lydia why do 1 wish for more? your love is treasure
and your affection of great value. May God of his infinite mercy spare our lives and make us
blessings to each other & our little child which he has graciously given us and when God shall
see proper to take us home may we mustin leave this world of Sorrow, of disappointment of
affliction and distress to meet in that world where happiness is Complete & parting is no More.
This day Elisha Hotchkiss began to board with me.
6 This day returned from N York - Came to Greenwich by water & from there in the stage.
7 Lords day have not attended meeting - heard that while to N. York my partner had lent
Wheeler Brown 120 dollars and he _ & shut up & we should probably lose it how
uncertain are the things of this world.
9 This day Malisia Andrews began to beard live with me.
10 This day sent a letter to Brother Daniel.
13 The 29th of October Mr Buckner finished pastering my Cow.
14 Lords day attended meeting in the morning. Mr Frost of Cheshire preached from 2 Peters
1C. 20v. in the afternoon from Mat 22 C. 5v.
15 This day Rec’d a letter from father & one inclosed from Brother Daniel.
18 This day sent a letter to Father per mail.
25 Thanksgiving day dined at Mr Hotchkiss’s.
29 Got out on a journey to Ashford.
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December 1802
1 At Ashford found my friends well - bad traveling.
4 Returned to N. H. [New Haven] found my family well and This day Rec’'d a letter from Olive
in Vermont State.
5 Lords day attended meeting in the afternoon at Chapel. Dr Dwight preached from Rom 3C.
20v.
11 Dull time for trade.
12 Lords day attended meeting in the afternoon at Chapel. Dr Dwight preached from Job 31C.
14v. very unwell. this Eveningh_ _ in my head.
13 This day Mr Rob’t Alling began to board with me.
17 This day Diana Catlin began to work with me.
20 Hetty Hotchkiss began to live with us.
26th Lords day attended meeting in the morning. Mr Stebbins of Stratford preached from
Ps 119 6v. Mrs Read attended with me - the first time since her child was born. In the
afternoon from Luke 26C. 27v. attended Conference Meeting in the evening.

January 1803
2 Lords day attended meeting in the morning. Dr Dwight Preached from Heb 13C. 4v. In the
afternoon from 28C. 16v. A New Years Sermon. This day Hetty went home from here unwell.
3 Amount of Money taken the year past 2733 Dols.
9 Lords day attended meeting in the Morning. Dr Dwight Preached from Prov. 13C. 20v. In the
afternoon Dr Dema from Luke 10C. 36,37vs. an Excellent Charity Sermon.
10 Hetty came here to live. Mr Alling left Boarding here.
16 Lords day attended meeting - Hetty left here.
23 Lords day attended meeting in the Morning. Mr. A. John preached from John 13C. 34v. In
the afternoon from Revelations 19C.15v.
29 Hetty has been here four weeks Time the last Charge on Book. same entered on Book. This
day sent a letter to Brother Daniel per mail.
30 Lords day attended meeting in the Morning. Mr Smith of Durham preached from Es.1C. 2v.
D. Damien in the afternoon.

February 1803
Englands Monarchs from Henry 8th his Successor
Edward 4th died when 16 to him succeeded
Mary - The Roman Catholic
Elizabeth - the last of the Tudor family
James - 1st of Scotch extraction of the Stewart family
Charles - 1st Son of Jame first - Beheaded
Oliver Cromwell The Usurper
Charles - 2
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[February continued]

James - 2nd Son of Charles
William & Mary Hanoverian house
Queen Anne
George - 1st
George - 2
George - 3 grand son of George the second present King
7 This day Rec’'d a letter from Father by Uncle Levi Read from Attleborough.
8 Thursday wrote to Mr Phelps at Wethersfield to Father and Brother Daniel by Mr. Levi
Read.
13 Lords Day attended Meeting in the Morning D Dwight preached from 1st John 3C. 2v. in the
afternoon from Joshua 24C. 15v.
18 Very unwell Dr Ives came to see me.
26 Alarmed this Morning about 2 o’clo[c]k by fire. The brewery was entirely consumed - did not
get dismissed from the engine till 9 o’clock - largest amount of property ever consumed at once
in this City - very much fatigued.
27 Lords day attended meeting in the morning. Mr Marsh preached from Acts 10C. 33v. in the
afternoon from Gal. 2C. 20v.

March 1803
4 This day sent a letter to Brother Daniel by Mr Johnson of Marshfield.
11 This day sent a letter & some pamphlets to father by Mr Charles Lord of Ashford.
6 Was Lords day attended meeting in the morning. Mr Marsh professor at College preached
from Prov. 13C. 15v. in the afternoon Dr Dwight from John 14C. 27v.
13 Lords Day. Mr Bartlett Candidate preached in the morning from John 14C. 12v. in the
afternoon. from Luke 16C. 25v. Pleasant yesterday in the Morning.
23 Very Stormy day snow fell 6 In deep - trade dull.
27 Lords day Mr Herrick preached from Luke 23C. 39, 40 & 41vs. in the afternoon from Genesis
8C. 21v.

April 1803
3 Lords day attended meeting in the Chapel. Dr Dwight preached Luke 9C. & from the 25th v.
to the end of the 37th to student members of the Church. In the afternoon from Job 28C. 18v.
8 F__ day attended meeting at the Chapel. Dr Dwight preached in the morning from Ps 50th
21v. In the afternoon from 1st Peter 4C. 18v. Yesterday Received a letter from Brother Daniel
& Sent an answer by the bearer Mr Storm.
10 Lords day attended meeting at Chapel. Dr Dwight In the morning from __ 12C. 13v. in the
afternoon from Mal. 19C. from the 16th v. to the end of the 22nd. This day Hetty Hotchkiss
came here to Board.
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[April continued]

21 This Day Received a letter from Brother Daniel Dated April 18th 1803.
24 Lords Day attended meeting at Chapel. Dr Dwight Preached in the morning from Mark 12C.
28, 29, 30vs. In the afternoon from Act 2C. 37, 38 & 39vs.
26 Received a Box of ___ from Brother Daniel per Stage from Hartford.

May 1803
1 Lords Day attended meeting in the morning. Mr Elliott of Fairfield Preached. In the
afternoon at Chapel Dr Dwight preached from 1st Timothy 4C. 8 & 9 v.
10 This day sent a letter to Brother Daniel per mail. The ground for three nights past has been
considerably frozen - Snow fell over ___ on Sunday last. Snowed from Morning very hard to
1 o’clock P.M.
13 This day Rec’d a letter from J Pratt N. York Directed to the Firm of M. & D Read.
22 Lords day attended meeting in the afternoon at the Br___. Dr Dana’s 1st John 2C. 3v.
mention’d in his sermon that he had this day enter’d on the 69th Year of his life.

June 1803
5 Lords Day Rev. Lyman Beecher Preached from Numbers 23C. 10v.
12 Lords day attended meeting in the Chapel. Dr Dwight preached from Exodus 20C. 4, 5 &
6 v. The 2 Commandment - On Idolatry. In the afternoon from Isaiah 52C 7v.
19 Lords Day attended meeting in the Chapel. Dr Dwight preached from the 3rd
commandment. in the afternoon from Paul 11C. 10v. after meeting attended the funeral of a
man Drowned in April from on board a Vessel from this Port.
20 This Day sent a letter to Sister Olive by Mr. Daggett.

July 1803
News arrived in town that war is Declared between France & England — Louisiana Purchase
of France for six million Dollars.
3 Lords Day attended meeting in the morning. Mr. Porter of Derby preached from 2nd Cor.
5C. 9v. In the afternoon at Chapel Dr Dwight preached from the 4th Command.
17 Lords Day Dr Dwight preached from the 5th Command in the afternoon. Ia-the-afternoon
Mr Abbot of Haverhill Mass Preached from Heb 6C. 18, 19, & 20vs. in the Evening at Chapel.
In the afternoon at fare Haven [Fair Haven] Meeting House 2C. 14, 15, & 16v.
19 This Evening Mrs Gannett [Deborah Sampson Gannett] delivered an oration in the Meeting
House - She was three years in the American Army & served as a Common Soldier.
24 Lords day attended meeting in the morning at Chapel. Dr Dwight preached from Prov 7C.
24,25,26 & 27vs. on the Subject of Temptation at Large. In afternoon at United Society. Mr
Pines of Milford Preached from Malichi 2C. 17v. “Where is the God of judgment” ~ Funeral this
Evening there is an uncommon Mortality prevales at present in this place.
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August 1803
1 Lords Day Mr Abbot preached both parts of the Day for the United Society & again in the
Evening.
3 This day sent a letter to sister in Vermont by Mr Gilbert. Mr. Thomas Griffith began to
board with me.
5 Sent a letter Inclosed 1 Dollar to Hudson Goodwin.
7 Lords day attended meeting in the morning at Chapel. Mr Tretor Franeler Preached Prov
3C. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, & 18vs. In the afternoon Mr Stebbens preached from Luke C.16. v.31
14 Lords day attended meeting in the morning at Chapel. Dr Dwight preached from Mark 8C.
3v. in the afternoon from Ecl 7C. 14v. The first time he has preached since the death of his son -
__somewhat sickly among us. There have been 7 funerals the week past - the fever prevales
very much in N. York.
21 Lords day attended meeting in the Morning. Dr Dwight preached from 6th Command in the
afternoon from Ecl 7C. 14v. combining his funeral sermon on the Death of his son.
25 This [day] sent a letter to Brother Daniel inclosing 2 Dols per mail.

September 1803

4 Lords Day unable to attend public worship. been Unwell for Some Days - Something of a
Billious Fever.
8 Sent a letter to the Select Men of Washington
11 Lords Day attended meeting at Chapel. Dr Dwight Preached in the morning from Iz C.28, 29
& 30vs. In the Afternoon Dr Dwight Preached from 1st Thessalonians 2C. 19 & 20v. a sermon
particularly for the Seynior class. the yellow fever has again visited New York this season.
18 Lords Day attended meeting in the morning. Dr Dwight preached in the morning from Ecl
2C. 3v. and in the afternoon from the same.
19 Freemans meeting - highest Number votes on the Federal side were 209. on the Democratic
Side of the House 74. This day sent a letter to Brother Daniel per Miss Gilberts.
20 This day Rec’d a letter from Father one from Daniel & one from Sister Olive.
22 This day sent a letter to Father and one to Brother Daniel & one to Sister Olive by Mr
Parker.
25 Lords day attended meeting at the _ Dr Daner Preached from Prov. 8C. 17v. in the
morning. To the young People in the afternoon from 1st Cor. 15C. 26v.

October 1803
6 Return’d from a journey to Ashford - found my friend well as I expected. Saw sister
[Sellinda] Woodward whom I have not seen before this 5 years she is in a low and weak
condition - saw my Uncle Joel from Attleborough.
7 This day Mr Griffin began to board with me.
12 This day record a letter from Brother David & Daniel by Ezra Byles.
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November 1803
3 This Day I am 27 years of age - what good have I done by living the year past. This Day sent
a letter to sister Woodward another to Brother Daniel & another to Brother David. Addisons
Masheleny & Parks trace to sister W
6 Lords day attended meeting at Chapel in the morning. In the afternoon at W.S. a Mr
Woodruff preached from 1st Peter 2C. 9v.
20 This day Returned from N. York found Bis___ very lively - Came from there to Or_____
Saturday & at this place five in the morning being Lords Day.
24 Thanksgiving Day attended meeting in the Chapel. Dinner at my father Hotchkiss’
26th Th’ Clark began to board with us. fine weather for the season

December 1803
4 Lords day attended meeting in the morning. at Chapel Dr Dwight preached from Luke 22C.
19 & 20vs. in the afternoon __ Dr Dwight preached from Luke 13C. 28, 29 & 30vs.
11 Lords Day attended meeting at Chapel. Dr Dwight preached from the 9 command.

January 1804

1 Lords day attended meeting at Chapel. in the morning Dr Dwight preached from Luke 22C.
19 & 20 vs. in the afternoon from Exodus 12C. 28v. a very Excellent New Years sermon.
another year has pas’d away which brings me nearer the eternal worth - the Goodness of God
has surrounded me the year past - I am alive & in health with all those beloved of one - how
many instances of the divine goodness has passed by unnoticed by me - may I have grace given
me to begin my life anew with the beginning of this New Year & grow in grace & Persevere
therein till time shall be no more. Last fryday Brother Daniel went from ___ inform’d that
Father & Mother were in health sister Sellinday continues in a weak & low state.

February 1804
7 This day Rec’d a letter from Brother Daniel.
12 Lords day attended meeting in the morning at Chapel. Dr Dwight preached from James 4C.
17v. in the afternoon at West Mr Woodruff preached from Proverbs 29C. 1v. Pleasant Day.
14 Kidstone Bishops V6 store consumed by fire - the way in which the fire commensurated not
satisfactoryly accounted for.
26 Lords Day attended meeting. Mr Kezier preached in the morning from Heb. 2C, 3v. In the
afternoon from Isaiah 1C. 13v.
27 This [day] sent a letter to Brother Daniel inclos’d 5 dollars.

April 1804
10 Wrote to Brother Daniel for _ _ sent per mail.
14 To William Wilkinson Providence for Cotton yarn inclos’d 6 Dlr.
May 1804

May 29th Rec’d a letter from Brother Daniel. Wrote to him by Mr. Aspinwell.
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August 1804
14 Rec’d Letter from Brother Daniel & David by Father who came to see me accompanied by
Deac Kindals son of Ashford - while he was here went to Faulkners Island off Guilford. very
much out of - came for his health. friend all well at Ashford except sister

Woodrow who has been unwell & unable to help herself for about 2 years & I believe more.
September 1804

2 Sabbath 2nd P.M. Mrs Read Delivered of a son.

4 This day wrote to my father per mail.

5 I do this fifth day of September make the following resolution. That for the future I will be

more attentive in mentioning occurances I will make a memorandum of events both Political &

Religious of any note together with Domestic concerns.

9 Lords Day attended meeting in the morning at our Society. Mr Mervin preached from Luke

13C. 3v. “I tell you nay but except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish” The subject of

considered the excuse of Sinners I cannot repent __ Prayers for offense - It is extremely

Dry - the grass withereth the flower fadeth. In the afternoon attended in the Chapel. Dr Dwight

preached his last sermon to the Seynior Class from Jeremiah 10C. 23v.

12 Commencement day. Attended the services in the afternoon - very well entertained.

13 Rev’d Asa King of Pomfret called to see me - a very refreshing rain yesterday & the day
before been very dry for some time past.

14 This day wrote to William Wilkinson Providence for Cotton yarn inclosed 10 Dollars.

16 Lords Day. Mrs Read taken very unwell yesterday & still continues so Dr Munson been to
visit her today. I ought to write my gratitude & obedience that her life has been spared to me to
the present time & that she has been made the living mother of a proper and living child. Mr
Stanley has been deprived of the partner of his life (she died in Child Birth) & has this day been
removed to the grave. however common and however often Blessing are repeated they are no
less noticeable on that account. I pray God of his infinite mercy to spare the life of her who is
near to me & perfect his benign goodness to her.

17 Freeman meeting votes for members to stand in

Al Overview

The Oath of a Freeman is a pledge of loyalty and submission to the government, promising to

be true and faithful, provide assistance with person and estate, and uphold the laws and
liberties of the commonwealth. The oath also includes a commitment to not plot or practice evil
against the government, and to report any such plots to the proper authorities. Furthermore, it
requires freemen to vote in a way they believe best serves the public good, without being

influenced by personal bias.
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We Are The Chosen

diesavered by ﬁk&‘/fm&tmy Hobson

We are the chosen. In each family there is one who seems called to find the ancestors. To put
flesh on their bones and make them live again, to tell the family story and to feel that somehow
they know and approve.

Doing genealogy is not a cold gathering of facts but, instead, breathing life into all who have
gone before. We are the storytellers of the tribe. All tribes have one. We have been called, as it
were, by our genes.

Those who have gone before cry out to us, "Tell our story!" So, we do. In finding them, we
somehow find ourselves. How many graves have I stood before now and cried? I have lost count.
How many times have I told the ancestors, "You have a wonderful family; you would be proud
of us." How many times have I walked up to a grave and felt somehow there was love there for
me? I cannot say.

It goes beyond just documenting facts. It goes to who am I and why do I do the things I do. It
goes to seeing a cemetery about to be lost forever to weeds and indifference and saying, "I can't
let this happen." The bones here are bones of my bone and flesh of my flesh. It goes to doing
something about it. It goes to pride in what our ancestors were able to accomplish, how they
contributed to what we are today. It goes to respecting their hardships and losses, their never
giving in or giving up, their resoluteness to go on and build a life for their family. It goes to deep
pride that the fathers fought and some died to make and keep us a Nation. It goes to a deep and
immense understanding that they were doing it for us.

It is of equal pride and love that our mothers struggled to give us birth. Without them we could
not exist, and so we love each one, as far back as we can reach. That we might be born who we
are. That we might remember them. So we do. With love and caring and scribing each fact of
their existence, because we are they and they are the sum of who we are.

So, as a scribe called, I tell the story of my family. It is up to that one called in the next
generation to answer the call and take my place in the long line of family storytellers. That is
why I do my family genealogy, and that is what calls those young and old to step up and restore
the memory or greet those whom we had never known before.

—Author Unknown (quoted by many)
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Arother Mew Consin?

by Loretin Baurker

My story begins in April of 1923. While scrolling through my DNA matches on 23andMe, I
found a possible first cousin match, named Ellen, with ties to the Henry side of my family. This
is a family line that I had been doing a lot of research on, so I sent a message to Ellen and
anxiously waited for a reply. No reply came!

Then, in December 2023, again while scrolling through my 23andMe DNA matches, I found a
second cousin match, named Sandra, which again showed DNA matches to some of my Henry
relatives. I once again sent a message via 23andMe to this newfound cousin, but again, I had no
response. Guess maybe these Henry cousins are NOT very interested in meeting me!

Then, an entire year later, on 21 April 2024, I received the following message from Ellen:

“Looking for info on Eyrene Henry.”

I immediately responded that my mother did, indeed, have a sister named Irene and asked
what she would like to know. After many conversations, I was informed that Irene had given
birth to a baby girl out of wedlock, named Lydia Marie, in October 1922 in Glendale, California.
According to Ellen, my aunt then gave her baby to a woman named Mrs. Harvey. The woman I
was corresponding with, named Ellen, was Lydia Marie’s first daughter; supposedly, my Aunt
Irene’s granddaughter. Wow!

This information really piqued my interest, so I called my only living Henry aunt (my mother’s
half-sister) to ask if she had heard anything about this story. Short answer: “No, and I don’t
believe it.”

Knowing that DNA doesn'’t lie, I decided to investigate this story further. I was able to find the
birth certificate of a baby girl, born 31 October 1922 in Glendale, California, named Lydia
Marie, whose mother was Irene. The address given on the birth certificate matched the address
I have for my grandfather in Glendale, California. I took this as good proof that the Irene she
was talking about was truly my Aunt Irene (who had never had any children!).

Needless to say, after this, I contacted Ellen, and we have had many wonderful conversations
over the past few months. Ellen also confirmed to me that after her own birth, her mother
remarried and had three more daughters. The next eldest daughter of Lydia Marie, named
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Linda, had also given up a daughter who was born out of wedlock. We have also exchanged
photos of her grandmother (my Aunt Irene), and she sent me pictures of Lydia Marie as a child
and young woman.

Now, more twists and turns to this wonderful story. In January 2025, I received a message
through 23andMe from Sandra (remember, I messaged her in December of 2023), apologizing
for not having responded to my message sooner. She explained that she was adopted and had
just received her birth certificate with her biological mom’s name, Linda, on it! It also provided
her mother’s mother’s name — Lydia Marie. Can you say shock?

I immediately wrote back to Sandra, told her that yes, she and I are second cousins. I told
Sandra that I only discovered all this information a year ago, and if she had responded
immediately to me, I would not have been able to tell how we were related. I gave her all the
details that I had and asked her to contact me through my personal email.

On 23 January 2025, I contacted Ellen and told her that I believed I might have found her
sister Linda’s daughter! Can you hear the excitement? I provided Ellen with Sandra’s email
and phone number so they could connect directly. Sandra, very sweetly, sent me a thank-you
email for connecting her to her birth family.

Through Ellen, I have discovered that she and Sandra have connected. All of this information
has been a bit much for Sandra to take in, so they decided to take it in small steps. By the time
I wrote this, I knew they had met through email and then, finally, by phone. Hopefully, they

will soon meet in person.

I know many adoptees who are searching for their birth families, and it was a great thrill for
me to be able to provide information about someone’s family to them. I also now have
wonderful stories to go with a couple of new branches on my family tree.

*Names in the article have been changed for privacy reasons.

RVGS has a Genetic Genealogy Interest Group that meets monthly. All are welcome.

Library date and time https://rvgslibrary.org/Page.asp?NavID=244

Zoom sign up https://rvgslibrary.org/FormPage.asp?FormID=39

DNA companies often offer sales for test kits on their websites throughout the year.

https://www.ancestry.com/ https://www.familytreedna.com/ https://www.mvheritage.com/

https:// www.23andme.com/ https://livingdna.com/
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Books on the fk/f

by Mary Robomas, RYGS Vidurtser Livario

VERY RECENT ARRIVALS AT RVGS THAT I FOUND INTERESTING

CALL No: 973 G253 Tri

Title: Lost States, the Stories of Texlahoma, Transylvania, and other states that never made it
Author: Michael J Trinklein, writer and producer of PBS documentaries, and former professor
Publisher: Quirk Books: Philadelphia, 2010

Pages: 163 (The book jacket unfolds.)

When I was in school, there were 48 states in the United States of America. The 48 pieces of my
jigsaw puzzle fit tidily together. Then, faraway Alaska and Hawaii became states. Now there’s
talk of Greenland being next. Who or what determines if a geographical area can be a state?
Here in southern Oregon, we could be living in the proposed State of Jefferson. Other possible
“wannabe states” would have shaped a different map of our United States.

Michael J. Trinklein, over decades, collected hundreds of long-forgotten stories of failed
statehood proposals that fueled his imagination. In this book, he blends political, social, and
economic history with humor to explain why seventy-four proposed states never made it. Each
story is featured on a two-page spread

with historical narrative, a clear map of | [=— — = e
the location, and illustrations. | W&” e -

|
: : . |
Lost States is not a direct genealogical > l
resource, but it can be a valuable tool to | b i R = [
|
!

provide historical context for family & 1"\-,'{_ . e X - g - |
history. Seeing the location of the R - i~ 3 o
“might-have-beens” superimposed on & Q:‘ S 7 A Ve (ol
current states helps us to understand f ~ v - -1 @_] P
boundary changes and interpret \}9 (s M) = "1‘ ‘

jurisdiction when searching for

ancestors’ records. Knowing the political :
movements and discontent in these ST QTP [
areas provides insight into factors that @/ ]_'L"b ]‘ 1 A".]' ]‘b \@
may have shaped families’ lives. T st 3 OF TERUNOWA, TRANSYIAMA, K30 OTER STGES TRT MO ARk B *
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RVGS member Diane Brenner and I agree that this is a fascinating, fun book. Diane looked at
the map on the book cover and found the State of Franklin spread across present-day
Tennessee and North Carolina, where a branch of her family lived. She learned, among other
things, that Franklin, named for Benjamin Franklin, ultimately, after much conflict, became a
symbol of frontier individualism, but not a state. The story gave her some ideas for further
research. I checked the map on the cover to be sure the State of Jefferson was there,
overlapping Oregon and California. It was. Adjacent to it was the Gold Rush Territory of
Nataqua. (I'd never heard of that.) I read it could have made a fine state --- but since no women
were willing to live there, the settlers gave up and joined California.

I enjoyed all the stories and learned some thoughtful history, including the background issues
concerning more recent state proposals, such as Greenland.

CALL No: 289.3 Map

Title: Mapping Mormonism: An Atlas of Latter-day Saint History, 2nd ed.
Editor-in-chief: Brandon Plewe, a cartographer and graphic artist
Publisher: BYU Press: Provo, Utah, 2014

Pages: 272

I noticed Mapping Mormonism because the book was visually attractive. I figured from the title
that the maps would show the Mormon migration pattern, perhaps from New York west to
Utah. The accompanying narrative would provide the history. This book proved to do that and
much more.

The book, an atlas with data-driven details, is organized into four main sections:

-The Restoration:
covers the earliest events of the church, including early church leaders, the “Burned-
Over District” in New York, and the travels of Joseph Smith

-The Empire of Deseret:
focuses on the migration west (the content I previously envisioned)

-The Expanding Church:
explores the church’s growth into a global religion and documents the expansion of
missions and congregations

-Regional History:
provides detailed overviews of the church in different parts of the world
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Mapping Mormonism was designed to be a iy ——
reliable source for research. Professors of
geography, church history, and cartography at
Brigham Young University and sixty experts in

related fields contributed to this scholarly work. M A P P I N G
A genealogist with Mormon ancestors can trace
their movement, even pinpoint communities in M 0 R M 0 N I S M
which they lived during certain times, using
detailed maps, timelines, and charts.
Non-Mormons can use this book to gain insight

into historical events involving Mormons and an SECOND EDITION
understanding of the religion’s mission.

in Atlas of Laite .’.-'I_:". daint .'rfl.'-_-'-a.";

I wanted to learn more about the Mormons,
especially after meeting many helpful Mormon
missionaries at the FamilySearch Library* in
Salt Lake City, Utah. I was not focused on
religion; I first looked in this book’s index for
historical events such as the expulsion of the
Mormons from Nauvoo, Illinois, and the later
Mountain Meadow Massacre. One thing led to
another... I learned Mormon history and the
distinctive features of Mormonism/The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

*RVGS organizes an annual research week at the FamilySearch Library [formerly named the
Family History Center] located amid the awesome buildings at Temple Square in

Salt Lake City, Utah. The headquarters for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is
in Salt Lake City.

You can learn more about the FamilySearch Library in Salt Lake City by clicking on their link:

https://www.familysearch.org/en/library/

Collections: A world-renowned collection of books, films, images, and more.
Genealogy Help: Need help? Work with a research helper in person or online.
Memory Lane: Digitize your tape, photos, slides, books, home movies, and more.
Discovery Experiences: Discover more about your heritage in interactive ways.
Learning Resources: Access webinars, videos, and articles to help your research.

Genealogical Websites: Access quick links for searching genealogical websites.
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CHbatation %'/(/ fsearohors—rly Stbar @rx//é Comeedion

by Sae Aeaff and Mary Kobeman

During 2025, volunteers at our Rogue Valley Genealogical Society (RVGS) were working on two
separate projects. One team inventoried, scanned, and hyperlinked the Colleen Eccleston
Collection to preserve her research by making it searchable and available online. The second
effort was by members of a Special Interest Group (SIG) who are transcribing American
Revolutionary War records from the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
and National Park Service (NPS) collections to make them legible and searchable. As a result,
without traveling across the country digging for data, one of the transcribers connected her
Revolutionary War ancestor with Colleen’s Arthur family, right here in our classroom at RVGS.
How did that happen?

Beginning in 2024, a pilot project was initiated to preserve Family History Collections donated
to the library. The first project was research by Colleen Arthur Eccleston (1936-2023), a
long-time RVGS volunteer, library director, class instructor, and thorough and careful
genealogist. Colleen’s collection, donated to the library at her wish by her family, came in 68
binders, a fully packed 4-drawer file cabinet, and more. It consisted of her sixty years of
research, plus the Arthur family information she inherited from relatives. Colleen collaborated
with her first cousin, Arlene Arthur Smith, who edited and published the Arthur Family
Newsletter (AFN) from
1976-1984. AFN files
contained correspondence THE COLLECTION

between Arlene, Colleen,

and Arthurs across the

country and included l"E“ ".illl".ﬁ'
Family Group Sheets {..l...I-. ,'H . 1
contributed by AFN '

"y -|r ' [t
subscribers. Over 20,000 | I Il 'i'
pages in the Colleen

-

Eccleston Collection were
saved for generations of \
current and future family

researchers.

Colleen Arthur Eccleston collection: Over 60 years of family research.
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Starting in September 2025, RVGS members volunteered for the Citizen Archivist Mission.
They joined the nationwide project to transcribe Revolutionary War Pension Files to
commemorate the 250th birthday of the United States in 2026. They had online access to the
old original records pertaining to veterans’ pension applications, widow claims, and bounty land
warrants. Volunteer transcribers came to the monthly Transcription Mission SIG meeting at
our library for support and to improve their skills, such as deciphering old cursive handwriting.
They had the opportunity to share stories of interesting people found in the files. Some shared
heretofore unknown details about their veteran ancestors, rank, important battles fought in,
marriages, and other vital statistics. Sharing information proved to be historically interesting
and genealogically worthwhile.

At the very first meeting of
our Transcription Mission
SIG, all went according to
schedule: Kathie Ordal
introduced the group’s
Mission as defined by NARA
and NPS. Ros Lyne led the
group through transcribing
pages from Revolutionary
War pension files. Then
Frank Marksman
volunteered a name for the
group as a whole to locate,
decipher, and transcribe
related records. He was
surprised to learn his
ancestor was an Army
Captain who led his own
Company of soldiers. When
Mary Robsman shared that
she was transcribing records
for John Arthur, an
Interesting Virginia veteran
of the Revolutionary War,

Arthur-Revolutionary War pension applicants:
a page from Colleen’s collection.
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Sue Acuff recognized the Arthur surname and pulled up her Family Tree Maker records on her

computer. Mary, who helped digitize the Colleen (nee Arthur) Eccleston Collection, could see

Sue’s connection through Joel Arthur to Colleen. Sue, nee Cunningham, a DAR member

through another family line, commented, “Wow! What a surprise.” Mary emailed Colleen’s DAR

line and a Family Group Sheet from Colleen’s collection to her.

Indeed, Sue and Colleen are distant cousins with a shared family history. At RVGS, Sue can

research the Arthur family history back to Colonial Times and beyond. This connection was

made possible through the efforts of family researchers like the Arthur cousins, who did years

of legwork, kept records of research, and shared information that is now preserved and

accessible. Kudos to RVGS for its genealogical library and to the volunteers who keep the

projects going.

Sue’s file in Family Tree Maker: inset shows Joel Arthur is her five times great-grandfather.
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Worth a Wateh or Listen

Disoover an exofting website, blog, Youl abe show, or podsast? Share it with as/

The links below worked when this issue was published. If a link gets broken, you can search

using the program name at https://www.youtube.com/.

Clean Up Your Family Tree: Fix Common Mistakes | Tips & Tricks Virtual Event |

Ancestry®
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVhGVNXI2-M&t=1133s

Ancestry by Crista Cowan Viewing time: 59:00 minutes

AncestryDNA Cousin Matches: Next Steps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1pP-KRKCWU &t=148s

GenealogyTV by Connie Knox Viewing time: 39:42 minutes

10 Sins Family Historians Make
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17THGRDborLE
GenealogyTV by Connie Knox Viewing time: 47:56 minutes

Full Text Searching Helps You Find Hidden Records (It's a Game Changer)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52nizh8TyIE
Genealogy Hints by Aimee Cross Viewing time: 20:58 minutes

What is DNA Painter with Genetic Genealogist Blaine Bettinger
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ieZaszrtHcs&t=1s
Genealogy Gems by Lisa Louise Cooke Viewing time: 10:51 minutes

The Power of AncestryDNA with Crista Cowan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyFW4KXPrBM&t=108s
NGS & Ancestry by Crista Cowen Viewing time: 1:05:38 minutes

Why Would I Put Excel in My Genealogy Toolbox?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcKgW7IUx w
Genealogy Software Showcase Viewing time: 45:27 minutes

How to Anonymize Living People in DNA Diagrams
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLHEd55pAgQ
Family Locket by Nicole Elder Viewing time: 15:03 minutes
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